


Heralb 


INTERNATIONAL 



The World’s Daily Newspaper 


PUBLISHED WITH THE NEW YORK TIMES AND TH EJ'SvAS&JTOiGTON POST 


*»er 


Paris, Wednesday, March 25, 1998 


|g| Clinton Tells 
Africans of 











* 1^*1 

"■ lf 3\h 

<Ocf 


‘Sins’ of Past 

■Neglect and Ignorance ’ 
Of the Continent Were 
The Worst, He Says 

Reuters 

KAMPALA, Uganda — President 
Bill Clinton sounded a measured note of 
contrition on Tuesday for past ‘ ‘sins’ ’ in 
U S. relations with Africa, including 
••■-a -..-id ^ i Cold War support for repressive re- 
J ’ "!J tr^- ^ gimes and participation by American 
" r 1 ‘ r " } itoJf ^^forefattes m slavery. 

" • 1 ‘Vtcw' 1 Speaking at a village school set amid 
le^ hills outside the Ugandan capital 
“ntiij of Kampala, Mr. Clinton stopped short 
’•i'Jjii'i ttjf, of making an explicit apology for 
• *jci an,j f 111 ® slavery — a thorny issue that continues 
■ ■ > , .'iicr ‘ • JJ® to roil American racial politics. 

■ 1 ■ \it. I lias jS* 1 He ^ howcvei, f propose more than 
% $180 million in new aid for a continent 
he said had been subjected to American 
‘'neglect and ignorance." 

! “It is as well not to dwell too much in 
the past,*’ he said, “but I think it is 
worm pointing out that the United States 
has not always done the right thing by 
Africa.” 

A Cold War rivalry with the Soviet 
Union had led the United States to deal 
with countries in Africa and elsewhere 
" ■ \ ... -■ based on their superpower allegiances 

\- V.’-nj, m. rather than "how they stood in the 
u ' “““"s. straggle for their own people’s aspir- 
\ ations to live up to the fullest of their 

God-given abilities,” he said. 

“And of coarse, going back to the 
time before we were even a nation, 
European- Americans received the fruits 
of the slave trade, and we were wrong in 

- that as well,” Mr. Clinton said. 

His 12-day journey through Africa is 

- ’■ to wat to finis h Apnl 2 at the Goree Island 

; slave transshipment point in Senegal. 

• rakes place in a year during 

. : ittftwd w hich Mr. Clinton has sought to call 
- " *7 attention to racial dialogue and healing. 

. But his aides have said that he will not 

eT, P re issue a for mal apology. 

Mr. Clinton prefaced his speech 
Tuesday by saying he had listened 
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Iieltsin Will Retain 
2 Senior Ministers 

No Clues Yet 
On Top Post 


By David Hoffman 

Wash inf; ion Post Service 


Agrac r Fransc-Pitne 

Some of the 150 or so Indonesian migrants, including children, being deported from Malaysia on Tuesday. 

Malaysia to Indonesians: Go Away 

That’s the Official Name of Its Crackdown on Illegal Immig rants 


By Thomas Fuller 

Imemaiional Herald Tribune 
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See AFRICA, Page 12 


KUALA LUMPUR — The Malaysian Navy has 
launched a small fleet The police have descended almost 
nightly on squatter villages, arresting those without work- 
ing papers. And trawler captains convicted of ferrying 
illegal immigrants have been sentenced to three years in 
prison and six lashes with a rattan cane. 

Malaysia in recent weeks has all but declared war on 
boatloads of illegal immigrants’landing on its shores. 

Called a new breed of ‘‘boat people” by Malaysia’s 
mime minister, Mahathir bin Mohamad, they are refugees 
from Indonesia’s financial crisis. About 19.000 refugees, 
almost all of them Indonesian, have been arrested since 


January in Malaysia, twice the number in all of last year. To 
stem the flow, authorities last week launched Operation 
Nyah, or, literally translated: Operation Go Away. 

Naval ships, police boats and helicopters patrol die Strait 
of Malacca around the clock, intercepting overloaded 
trawlers before they can reach Malaysia. 

■ After years of ignoring the influx of illegal workers — 
there are about 800,000 of them in the country — Malaysia 
is sealing its borders and handing down harsh sentences for 
those caught ferrying or harboring the workers. 

Neighboring Singapore has also ordered a crackdown on 
illegal immigrants. On Saturday, a judge sentenced 1 17 
men, convicted of entering the country illegally or over- 

. See MALAYSIA, Page 12 


For Africa, Rare Respect 

; ilafS Just by Visiting, Clinton Recognizes Its Potential 


«'iir,«ia , »W0b r 
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By R. W. Apple Jr. 

New York Times Service 


ACCRA, Ghana — Africa is the Rod- 
. "Ftf ney Dangerfield of continents: the 
world seems to pay it scant heed and 
T-;aod® draws it less respect. 
jvjr-i.il -A The United States has been no ex- 
ception. In a 1994 study of U.S. policies 
toward Africa, Peter Schraeder of Lqy- 
; ola University in Chicago wrote that they 
-gjave always been marked. "by indif- 
ference at worst and neglect at best” 
That is what President Bill Climon is 

: NEWS ANALYSIS 

setting out to change in his 12-day trip 
• here — three tunes longer than all of hts 
■predecessors combined have spent in 
this vast continent, which the mission- 
' ay David Livingstone once described 
as the “running sore of the worid." 

In recent decades Africa has mostly 
meant Double, from the Biafran insur- 


er goal of establishing important, lasting 
economic links with Africa. Mr. Clinton 
is raising expectations, perhaps beyond 
his capacity to fulfill them. 

Richard Moose, who served as as- 
sistant secretary of state for African 
affairs in the Carter administration, said 
last week: “It is going to take huge 
h uman and financial resources to trans- 
form the place, and we haven’t the 
slightest idea where they are going to 
come from. Certainly not from us. It's 
hard to believe that we will ever again 
offer aid on a Cold War scale.” 

• The United States hopes that trade, 
not aid. will do the job. 

Bat most African countries have small 
populations, shaky legal frameworks, if 
any, and negligible middle classes. Edu- 
cation and health core are often inad- 

See CUNTON, Page 12 
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President Clinton with President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda at a village 
school Tuesday. Mr. Clinton announced $182 million in aid for Africa. 


MOSCOW — President Boris 
Yeltsin spared his foreign and defense 
ministers Tuesday from the government 
reorganization lie ordered this week 
while berating his top aides, saying they 
allowed his orders to go unenforced and 
warning they could be fired, too. 

Mr. Yeltsin offered no clues as to his 
choice for a new prime minis ter to re- 
place Viktor Chernomyrdin. But the 
temporary prime minister, Sergei Kir- 
iyenko, a one-time banker, bounded 
across Moscow’s political landscape 
with obvious enthusiasm as he prepared 
recommendations for Mr. Yeltsin, lead- 
ing to more speculation that Mr. Kir- 

Albright defends Yeltsin’s right to 
dismiss bis team. Page 7. 

iyenko. 35, was a serious candidate to 
head the new government. 

Showing deference to Parliament, 
which is dominated by Communists and 
nationalists, Mr. Kiriyenko paid cour- 
tesy calls on leaders of both houses to 
ask for their suggestions. 

The presidential spokesman, Sergei 
Yastrzhembsky,- said the acting prime 
minister had not yet met or talked with 
Mr. Yeltsin, a day after the president 
- elevated him to run the government. 

Mr. Kiriyenko has said that Mr. 
Yeltsin ordered him to come up with a 
new government within about a week 
and that he was planning to be at center 
stage again Wednesday when the pres- 
ident meets here with President Jacques 
Chirac of France and Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl of Germany. 

Mr. Kiriyenko also is expected to 
meet with Grigori Yavlinsky, the cen- 
trist leader of the Yabloko bloc in Par- 
liament, who is among several other 
leading political figures mentioned as a 
possible new prime minister. 

Daring a meeting of senior staff 
aides, Mr. Yeltsin spoke well of Foreign 
Minister Yevgeni Primakov and De- 
fense Minister Igor Sergeyev, Russian 
press agencies repotted. Mr. Yeltsin’s 
comments were viewed as a signal that 
the two ministers would be retained in 
the new government The fate of many 
other ministers, including a reformer, 
Boris Nemtsov, a first deputy prime 
minister, were still not known. 

Sitting at the head of a long table, Mr. 
Yeltsin looked pale and spoke slowly in 
the Kremlin videotape aired on evening 
news broadcasts. "I must say,” he tola 
die aides, “I don’t like everything that 
you are doing." 

There was a long pause. “Especially 
as far as the control system is con- 
cerned,” he said. "We must create an 
atmosphere in which everybody knows 
that a decree not implemented means 
death — the end. That would mean 
either you write a letter of resignation on 
the spot, or just resign. That is all. There 
is no other option.’ ' 

Mr. Yeltsin, who under the consti- 
tution has the power to legislate by 
decree, has often found his orders ig- 
nored, especially in the regions outside 
Moscow. He has repeatedly demanded 
that his subordinates find a way to clear 

See RUSSIA, Page 12 



Iran 


Foreign Minister Primakov won 
some presidential praise Tuesday. 


*-~r;S*£$S&5g France’s Bugbear: Change, Not the National Front 


Only the transition from apartheid to 
; /democracy in Sooth Africa under Nelson 


. (rJ* 


tan dr amaticall y enough to catch the eye 
of rigmfiran f numbers of Americans. 

Mr. Clinton thinirs the winds of 
change are blowing, says a “new Af- 
"ricaii nsnaissance” is at hand and just by 
he has accomplished 


By John Vinocur 

International Herald Tribune 


PARIS — More than an easy-to-remedy breakdown 
in party politics, the extraordinary admission of the 
fascist-tinged National Front into the mainstream ex- 
emplifies France’s resistance to reinventing itself and 
its difficulties in creating a new sense of national 


the mechanics of elections and politicking. What they 
avoid confronting is a national climate of reluctance to 
change, in which both the left and the right cling to old 
myths and conceits, and right-wing extremism finds 
room to prosper. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

In identifying the National Front as^ a racist and 


«*QdW He has demonstrated, say purpose. , ^ L m ™ 

and studente of If the French widely agree that deals by center-nght xenophobic ad venture whose doctime risks mining 

Waamgton’s African policy, that the politicians with the National Front on regional gov- France, its values, its image, Pr^ident Clrnc called 
uS^es^^oSer ^considers laments meant transgressing a bamer ofshame. the fora modernization of French political life that woidd 

_ »u» . uv — j_ v.. rtwnf* ae a address voting systems that favor political deals, the 

cronyism implicit in laws that allow politicians to hold 




had pretty well con- 
-** — a damn about 


* saidC. Payne Lucas, who heads 
an organization of American 
!Jg»W«r: m- 30 African countries. 

^f^ignered this continent, except 
V? ™ftace ■ Carps j the big oil compa- 
(PH-asd^.caas here and mere, so this 

' r , 

Alv ^ widespread, profound 

“ : wcpticumiihttn* t*, e presidents broad- 


proposals made by President Jacques Chirac as a 
democratic response Monday night relate mostly to 


multiple offices and the limited participation of wom- 
en in government 

The Socialist Party, in response, said the ideas were 
reasonable, although insisting that it had advanced 
them first — and left the issue there. 

But these steps appear to be just first aid for the 
severest of moral wounds. Under the circumstances, 
the ordinariness of the remedies proposed for the 

See FRONT, Page 8 


Chirac speech puts pressure on regional leaders 
to resign over deals with extreme right Page 8. 


Iraqis Jail 
‘Father’ of 
Toxic Arms 
Program 


By Judith Miller 

New York Times Service 

Iraq has arrested the scientist 
widely regarded as the father of 
Baghdad's germ weapons program 
as he was supposedly preparing to 
flee the country, Iraqi and Western 
officials say. 

The scientist, Nassir Hindawi, 
was a key architect of Iraq’s am- 
bitious program to make germ 
weapons, and Western officials 
have long hoped they could freely 
interview him in the absence of 
Iraqi secret police officers, who sit 
in on all interviews conducted by 
UN weapons inspectors. 

Mr. Hindawi' s arrest, the offi- 
cials said, deals a significant blow to 
the UN inspectors, who have spent 
much of the last seven years trying 
to determine the scale and killing 
power of Iraq’s germ arsenal. 

They view free access to people 
like Mr. Hindawi as even more 
valuable than visits to presidential 
sites or the reviews of government 
files because, in their experience, 
the program’s workings become 
clear only when described by its 
participants. 

"He would have been a gold 
mine of information.” said Jonath- 
an Tucker, a former UN inspector 
and arms control official who is 
now a germ weapons expert at the 
Monterey Institute of International 
Studies in California. 

Nizar Hamdoon, (he Iraqi rep- 
resentative at the United Nations, 
said in an interview Monday that 
Mr. Hindawi was in a prison in Iraq. 
He said bis government informed 
the United Nations of the arrest 
early this month. 

Mr. Hamdoon said Mr. Hindawi 
had been found with documents 
relating to Iraq’s biological arms 
program, which he was supposed to 
have aimed over to the govern- 
ment. Mr. Hamdoon said the au- 
thorities had also confiscated ev- 
idence establishing that Mr. 
Hindawi was about to leave the 
country illegally. 

Mr. Hamdoon declined to de- 
scribe the evidence further, but 
Western diplomats said Iraqi of- 
ficials had round a forged passport 
in Mr. Hindawi’s possession. 

It was not clear how the diplomats 
knew this or how Mr. 

See IRAQ, Page 12 


AGENDA 


3 Killed in Ambush 
At Arkansas School 

JONESBORO, Arkansas (AP) — 
Two boys in camouflage ambushed a 
group of middle school pupils Tues- 
day as they assembled outside the 
school during a fake fire alwm At 
least three people were shot and killed, 
and 12 were wounded, including tw.o 
teachers. 

Two suspects, aged 11 13, woe 

taken into custody ontsidethe Westsde 
Middle School. and two riflesand other 

weapons were recovered, tbe Craighead 
County Sheriffs Office said. 

The authorities would not say 

in sixth and seventh grades. 
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Wall Street Decides 
To Doubt Oil Pact 

The U.S. stock market rallied 
strongly Tuesday as crude-oil prices 
slipped on doubts that oil producers 
would honor their pledge to cut pro- 
duction to lift prices. 

Crude prices backtracked Tuesday, 
and with them fears of inflation that 
had been stoked by the accord. Those 
fears lowered stock prices Monday. 

Financial stocks were among the 
top gainers Tuesday, as low inflation 
tends to keep interest rates down. 

Where stocks go now depends 
largely cm the performance of cor- 
porate earnings, analysts said. 

“It’s kind of back to normal,” one 

said. Page 15. 


1 998 Oscar Winners 


A roundup of the 70th Academy Awards, Page 26 



• Beat picture: Titanic 


• Best actor Jack Nicholson, As Good As It Gets 


• Best actress: Helen Hunt As Good As It Gets 


• Best supporting acton Robin WHIiams, Good WU) Hunting 
9 Best supporting actress: Kim Basinger, L.A. Confidential 
9 Best director: James Cameron, Titanic 


Best foreign film: Character, The Netherlands 
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Minibus Madness / A Telling Microcosm of China 


The Wobbly Ride From Kunming 


By Seth Faison 

Near York Times Service 


K UNMING, China — Ma Hong had a big 
voice for such a small body. Barely five 
feet tall, emphatically two-tone in her 
black leather pants and hot-pink T-shirt, 
Miss Ma bellowed at die teeming confusion of sack- 
carrying travelers at the outdoor bus station: “You- 
SHEE! You-SHEE! Who wants you-SHEE?" 

As a barker, ticket-taker and resident battle ax on 
I a private minibus that traverses a road south from 


'this provincial capital, Miss Ma — who was nailing 
the name of a destination, Y 


out the name of a destination, Yuxi, not offering a 
snack — looks like an undersized engine of the local 
economy. What fueled her aggressive posture on 
this day was a simple deal: Fill the bus with pas- 
sengers or make no money. 

“Get in! ’ ’ she spat at an elderly man who dithered 
for a moment about whether to take ter minibus or a 
competitor nearby. "Are you going or not?” 

_ In most of China, private mini buses are the prin- 
cipal means of getting from one town to another. 
Pnvate cars are still rare, bicycles are still numerous, 
but for anyone with more than a few miles to travel, 
the minibus has become the convenient way to go, 
making it a regular feature of life for hundreds of 
millions of people. 

And what a telling microcosm of China today, this 
minibus: Too many people, rickety infrastructure, 
complaints galore, grudging acceptance of authority 
and a durable propensity to get where it is going. 

As Miss Ma’s wobbly vehicle rolled oat of die 
station, a sleepy- looking guard in a faded blue 
uniform and red armband waved it toward the road, 
a feint at traffic control that the driver did not even 
appear to see. 

Theoretically, the authorities in China keep order; 
in practice, where politics are' not involved, they 
mostly stand by and wave along whatever is already 
moving. 

“So many people in one bus, isn't that against the 
rules?'* asked an older man in a fraying Mao cap. 

The driver, Lao Ai, replied: “What rules? I’m the 
boss here.” He was a short man with a logo on the 
breast of his leather jacket that read “Girl 
Friend.” 

The official limit on passengers was printed on the 
■side of the minibus: “19 reserved seats.” There 
were28 people stuffed in. With all the luggage, it felt 
like many more. 
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In most of China, private minibuses are the principal means of getting from one 
town to another . They are like the nation itself: complaints galore, grudging 
acceptance of authority and a durable propensity to get where they are going. 


A MAN in military uniform placed four 
large cardboard cartons square in the 
middle of the aisle, forcing other pas- 
sengers to climb around them, like slither- 
ing sardines. Just try moving one of those boxes, the 
man's glare seemed to say. and you 'U pay. 

Once the bus was moving and out on the road. 
Miss Ma shifted ro her next role, money collector. 

“Where's your fare?” she barked at the old man 
in the fraying Mao cap, as he dug through his 
pockets, pulling out a long succession of cnimpied 
bills, worth about a penny apiece. “Faster!” Miss 


Ma yelled. Then she turned and shouted the same 
instruction ar a middle-aged woman with a broken 
leg, whose white plaster cast was obviously making 
it difficult for her to maneuver and open her pock- 
etbook for the fare. 

The woman, apparently used- to this sort of verbal 
abuse, ignored it and continued talking to her daugh- 
ter as she handed over the money. 

In the row behind her, three teenage girls sat 
jammed together on a seat designed for two skinny 
passengers. One of them, Bai Ling, who sported a 
ponytail and a Mickey Mouse shoulder bag. told a 
tale of coming to the provincial capital from her 
small town in the countryside, looking for tourist 
spots to visit. 

By and by, as Miss Bai talked on, a second story 
emerged. The three girls, each of them 1 6, had come 
to the big city looking for work, hoping to be hired at 
one of several glitzy hotels where, as Miss Bai put it, 
the “big money” stays. 

* ‘If my parents knew I went to a hotel looking for 
work, they would think 1 was trying to become a 
‘chicken,' ” said Miss Bai, using a slang word for 
prostitute. “I didn’t tell them where we were go- 
ing.” 

As it turned out. Miss Bai said, her two friends had 
forgotten to bring any identification, and no hotel 
would hire them. To an outsider, that sounded like a 


rare moment of rectitude, on the hotel’s part To 
Miss Bai, it was a hassle. Now headed back home, 
she said, they would find some ID and cry again the 
next week. 
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By Kirs tin Grimsley 

Washington PoaSenke 


WASHINGTON —Sitting in an up- 
scale restaurant in Palo Alto, Calif ornia, 
Catherine Mother, a high-tech execu- 
tive, had a startling realization. - 
Fifteen women had gathered to honor 
a female business professor at Stanford 
University, and all had received mas- 
ter's degrees in business administration 
in the 1970s, the first years large num- 
bers of women had attended the pro- 
gram. Most had left school with dreams 
of beading large companies. 

But as she looked around the table at 


These women were unusually com- 
mitted to the career track, moving cross- 
country in pursuit of good jobs, in- 
vesting years in professional develop- 
ment, spending tens of thousands of 
dollars on their educations. 
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Now ages 43 to 60, most began ca- r\. - -c 
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women old enough to have top executive 
positions within reach, Ms. Mu 


A 


S THE MINIBUS picked up speed, its 
windows rattled so loudly that only lean- 
ing hard a gain st them would silence die 
.clamor. 

Outside, the city dissolved into green rice paddies 
and tobacco fields. A crew of workers, stopped at the 
dusty roadside, slurped noodles from tin boxes. A 
peasant woman in a blue smock watched a water 
buffalo in a marsh. 

Finally able to sit down. Miss Ma pondered a few 
questions about her job. She has been on the minibus 
road for two years, and though she finds it tiring, it 
beats working on the farm where her parents still 
toil. 

‘‘Every day, there's pressure,” said Miss Ma, 
who is just 22. “If we don’t fill the bus, we won't get 
any extra pay." Eventually letting a smile overtake 
her frown, she allowed that there was an element of 
adventure that she liked, being out on the road every 
day. 

“One time, I met a passenger who sold pigs’ 
heads.'’ she said. * ‘He had a long beard, and tola a 
lot of stories. I never saw him again.” 


Panel Votes IMF and UN Funds, but Challenge Looms 


Qmpird by OurSttflFmm DapaKba 

WASHINGTON — The House Ap- 
propriations Committee approved leg- 
islation Tuesday to pay U.S. bills to the 
International Monetary Fund and the 
United Nations. • 

The committee approved $18 billion 
for the IMF and $505 million for the 
United Nations by voice vote after two 
hours of debate. 

But lawmakers said the bill’s future 
was in doubt because Republicans 
planned to add anti-abortion measures to 
the funding package. In addition to 
providing the money, the legislation will 


Nations last November and could derail 


the package again this year because it 
uld drive : 


would drive away Democrats and invite 
a presidential veto. 

In the Senate, meanwhile, legislation 
to pay for the military buildup in Iraq, 
keep U.S. troops in Bosnia past an aban- 
doned June deadline and provide weath- 
er-related storm relief is providing a 
platform for side arguments. 

The Senate, moving toward a final 
vote on a spending bill by Wednesday, 
was presented with proposed amend- 
ments that included reducing the U.S. 


contribution to the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization and urging allies to pay 
more for troop deployments in the Gulf. 

The Senate legislation provides $13 
billion for the military buildup in the 
Gulf, $383 million for U.S. peacekeep- 
ers in Bosnia and $562 million for dis- 
aster relief, mostly from El Nino-related 
stomis. 

In a 61-31 vote, the Senate on Monday 
rejected an amendment proposed by Sen- 
ator John MtK^ain, Republican of Ari- 
zona, which be said would save taxpayers 
$78 million in “low-priority, unneces- 


sary or wasteful spending projects.” 

Among them: $4.5 million in relief 
for New England maple producers from 
ice-storm damage, $7.5 million for re- 

E airs to the Capitol dome and $1.9 mil- 
on for a connector road in Utah for the 
2002 winter Olympics. 

On Tuesday, senators were to debate 
a proposal by the Senate Appropriations 
Committee chairman, Tea Stevens, Re- 
publican of Alaska, that would reduce 
the U.S. share of funding for NATO to 
20 percent from the current level of 
about 25 percent ( Reuters. AP) 


luther said, 
she suddenly realized all of the others had 
walked away from die corporate world. 

“I was the only one who was still 
employed at a corporation job,” she 
said, ‘"‘other than one woman who was 
being downsized.” 

That night in 1993 was a “defining 
moment’ ’ that caused her to re-examine 
her life and career, said Ms. Mother, 
then 46 and vice president of marketing 
at Cisco Systems Inc_ a computer net- 
working company based in San Jose, 
California. 

Twenty years ago, the question of why 
no women headed large corporations had 
a standard answer Too few were in the 
pipeline with the right combination of 
training, education and seasoning. That 
was expected to change when the women 
■entering leading business schools ar- 
rived in the work force in die 1970s. 

Bnt today, though thousands of wom- 
en have passed through business 
schools ana into middle management, 
women hold only 3 percent of die top six 
executive positions at large Fortune 500 
companies, or about 90 of 3.000 po- 
sitions. Only a handful have been named 
chief executive officer. 

The slow ascent is a result of many 
factors, but few people believe it steins 
from women not wanting the top spots, 
according to a new nationwide survey 
by The Washington Post, the Henry J. 
Kaiser Family Foundation and Harvard 
University. About 65 percent of Amer- 
icans think women are discriminated 
against in getting top positions, but 
women' are more likely to believe it. 
with 7 1 percent saying so, compared 
with 59 percent of men. 

Even now. slightly more than half of 
men say a major reason women are not 
getting top slots is that “the doors 
haven't been open long enough.” 

Fifty-seven percent of women share 
that view, and 60 percent also believe 
women are not getting there because 
"men don’t want them to get ahead.” 
Only 43 percent of men hold that opin- 
ion. ■ 

The women surveyed also cited fam- 
ily responsibilities as" a major career 
impediment, with 55 percent saying 
they kept women from working as many 
hours as men do. 

To explore why so few women com- 
plete die race to the top. The Wash- 
ington Post sought out women who have 
reached for those jobs, interviewing 20 
from across the country who received 
MBA degrees at three elite business 
schools — Stanford, Harvard and 
Wharton — between 1969 and 1979. 
The women were located through re- 
ferrals from the schools' alumni de- 
partments and through published 
alumni directories. 
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reere - with big companies or interna 
tional management -consulting firms, * 
but of the 15 who stiff wok rati time, • - 
only two remain with large, , publicly net 

traded corporations, -with one titer 
working for a large, privately owned 
firm. . - ' ‘ “. 

Three others weak for small compa- 
nies with fewer than 50 employees; six 
are entrepreneurs, two of whom mn 
businesses from home; .five work for 
nonprofit organizations: one is dis- 
abled; one is retired; and one is a full- 
time at-home mother. 

The drop-off is “the corporations’ 
loss,” said Kathleen Meyer, who re- 
ceived her cfegreefromStanford in 1976 
and now; is executive directin' of the 
Business Enterprise Trust, based in 
Stanford, California, which promotes 
corporate responsibility. "These are 
bright, motivated, honest people with 
integrity who-got out. ” 

Myra Strober, a professor in the Edu- 
cation Department at Stanford who 
taught in the business school during the 
1970s, has monitored many of the early 
female . graduates' careers. She said 
many who stepped off the career track 
tended to attribute the shift to individual 
circumstances, rather than recognizing 
it as part of a pattern of amorphous, 
institutionalized . discrimination that 
sapped their energy for driving to 
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- “If you think about discrimination as 
doing something ‘bad’ to women, that's 
not what happened so much,” Ms. 
Strober said. Instead, “men are being 
favored, and women are being ignored. 
If a woman doesn’t experience egre- 
gious harassment and she is asked if she 
freed discrimination, she will say no.” 

“Men and women are both treated 
poorly al times,' ' she added, “butte gets 
some mentoring, and she gets none.” 

In a century that opened with women 
banned by law or practice from many 
occupations, the female MBAs pion- 
eered a generational shift in which they 
combined education, marriage, family 
and career. . 

Most are in long-term marriages, 
with about one-fourth divorced. Nine- 
teen have at least one child, and most 
have two or three. Almost all have been 
employed outside the home for most of 
their lives, and about two-thirds are the 
primary breadwinners in their families. 

In interviews, most of the women said 
they forsook the goal of top-ranking 
management at a big public Sim be- 
cause the grueling work hours expected 
of executives made it difficult to meet 
family obligations. 

Some cited sex discrimination as a 
major impediment, but most were re- 
luctant to describe themselves as having 
suffered discrimination, because they 
did not want to see themselves as vic- 
tims. Still, almost all said they had come 
to feel increasingly isolated and alone at 
work as they rose in the ranks, excluded 
from what felt like a male-only club at 
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impose tough reform conditions on the 
IMF, so 


some of which have drawn crit- 
icism from the Treasury secretary, 
Robert Rubin. 

One provision would require the IMF 
to ensure that countries comply with 
international trade agreements and treat 
foreign and domestic creditors equally. 
If the IMF does not comply. U.S. funding 
may be cut off. Another provision would 
require the IMF to release edited minutes 
from its executive board meetings along 
with internal reports on loan programs. 

The legislation will also urge the IMF 
to focus more on workers’ rights, en- 
courage countries to reduce trade bar- 
riers, and call on Japan to spur growth 
through domestic demand. 

. The bill will now move to the full 
House, where a vote is expected next 
week. House Republican leaders have 
vowed to attach anti-abortion provi- 
sions to the package. The abortion issue 
lolled funding for the IMF and United 
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Italian Train Safety 
Is Called Worrisome ’ 


ROME (AP) — Following the latest 
fatal accident on the state railroad, the 
Italian transport minister called the 
safety situation "worrisome” Tuesday 
but offered no remedy. 

“It would be a serious mistake if we 
tried to minimize what’s going on, ’ ’ the 
minister, Claudio Borlando, told the 
Chamber of Deputies. He spoke a day 
after an express train collided with an- 
other train near Florence, killing one 
passenger and injuring 36, some crit- 
ically. 

The express train was traveling from 
Rome to Bergamo, in northern Italy, 


when it collided with a train traveling 
between Florence and Viareggio, on the 
west coast In the last 15 months, there 
have been 25 railroad accidents, claim- 
ing 1 1 lives. 


Europe 


TMqr 
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Forecast for Thursday through Saturday, as provided by AccuWasther. 


Employees at the Greek national 
carrier, Olympic Airways, walked off 
the job for three hours Tuesday to 
protest government measures aimed at 
guaranteeing the airline’s survival.! AP) 


The hiss and crackle of a shortwave 
radio tuned to London in the Kenyan 
bush became a thing of the past Tuesday 
after the start of the BBC World Ser- 
vice’s FM broadcasts in Nairobi The 
new service, on 93.7 MHz, will air news 
on the hour throughout the day, current 
affairs and sports. ( Reuters ) 
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Correction 


An article Tuesday misid- 
en lifted the Nigerian leader 
who annulled 1993 election 
results. General Ibrahim Ba- 
bangida voided the results 
and rescinded his promise to 
surrender power that year, not 
General Sani Abacha. 
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Two-Pronged Executive Privilege: Protect Clinton and Slow Starr 
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By John M. Broder 

New York Times Service 


WASHINGTON — President BUI Clinton's 


decision to invoke executive privilege in the 
Monica Lewinsky investigation was both an 


yers in tnc investigation, 
and independent analysts. 


ouse officials 


Lindsey, has already been delayed for more than a 
month as die president’s attorneys conducied pre- 
hminaiy negotiations with Mr." Starr before the 
formal assertion of privilege on Friday. 

Even if Mr. Clinton ultimately loses the priv- 
ilege argument before the Supreme Court, the 
momentum of Mr. Starr's inquiry will have been 
slowed and his task of reconstructing any White 


with Mr. Starr’s inquiry and dislike of his tactics, 
possibly yielding a pro-Clinton backlash. Sev- 
eral Republicans in Congress have already said 
they would be extremely reluctant to open im- 
peachment hearings unless Mr. Clinton's public 


support began seriously to falter. 
The privilege claim also exte 


The privilege claim also extends to Sidney 
Blumenthal, a White House communications 


•Si's .*■*.„ • 
*>€• 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


V sr.tf- y - 

Is. Ml// 


"r rjVa . ^5 

----- 


It. 




: ;^vher 

^523=!!* 


ioal investigation were outweighed by the ben 
efits of delay and the need to preserve the con- 
fidentiality of White House deliberations 
members of the pesident's defense team say ' 
The president’s lawyers know they can tie up 
the investigation by Kenneth Starr, the inde- 
pendent counsel, for months as the two sides argue 
the doctrine of executive privilege before the 
courts. The potentially critical grand jury testi- 
mony of the White House deputy counsel, Bruce 


House efforts to contain the Lewinsky scandal 
will have been made more difficult. 

A high-stakes constitutional debate over ex- 
ecutive privilege could lake weeks or months to 
wend its way through the courts, blocking Mr. 
Starr from possibly crucial questioning of key 
witnesses. 

Conceivably. Mr. Starr’s work could drag on 
beyond the midterm elections in November. If it 
did. Democrats would hope to pick up sufficient 


aia, JL»emocrnis would nope to pick up suriicient 
seats in Congress to fend oft any attempt at 


hmenr. 


adviser, who refused to answer questions before 
Mr. Starr's grand jury about his conversations 
with the president and Hillary Rodham Clinton 
about the independent counsel's investigation. 

Mr. Starr opposed the president's move to limit 
the testimony of Mr. Lindsey and other aides. He 
has argued that they possess information relating 
to possible obstruction of justice and witness 
tampering in his investigation into whether Mr. 
Clinton carried on a sexual affair with Ms. Lew- 
insky and then induced her to lie about it. Mr. 
Clinton has denied the accusations. 

Now that executive privilege has been in- 
voked, Mr. Starr will be forced to as sen that the 
testimony of senior White House advisers is 


Mr. Stair will have to prove that not only is the 
advisers' testimony necessary, but that he cannot 
obtain the information through other, less in- 
trusive means. 

-It's like a search warrant," one legal adviser 
to the president said. “There must be a showing 
that there is some kind of evidence there." 

The delay arising from the privilege debate 


applied to discussions between the president and 
his senior advisers. The president’s lawyers 
broadened the claim to include discussions 


also serves the president's political purposes, 
lawyers and advisers said. The legal argument 
will take place behind closed doors, free from the 
prying eyes of reporters and Republican par- 
tisans in Congress. It will not be the tense public 
battle that Richard Nixon fought to prevent 
disclosure of the Watergate tapes. 

The decision to invoke the privilege, made 
formal in a closed hearing before Judge Norma; 
Holloway Johnson of Federal District Court, was 
the result of a spirited debate among the pres- 
ident's aides and attorneys over several weeks. It 
centered not on whether to invoke the privilege 
but on the scope of the privilege to be asserted. 

The argument was won by the hard-liners on 
the president’s legal team, who insisted that both 
executive privilege and lawyer-client privilege 


Delay could also exacerbate what opinion* central to his case without knowing exactly what 
polls show is considerable public impatience information "they can provide. 


president was not present, lawyers said MondavJ. 

One analyst said that the White House ap- 
peared to have calculated that there would be 
little public penalty to pay. 

“This is a very unusual circumstance in which 
the claim of privilege carries very little political 
risk for die president," said Peter Shane, a 
constitutional authority and dean of the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh School of Law. * 

“The president's opponents say the invoc- 
ation of privilege raises the specter of conceal- 
ment or cover-up, but the polls don’t seem tb 
show that the public cares very much about that, 
Mr. Shane said. "When Nixon was making these 
claims, people not deeply versed in the concept df 
executive privilege said that if he was covering 
up a burglary, that shouldn't be secret But p 
Clinton is covering up a consensual sexual li- 
aison, the people seem ro be saying, more powejr 
to him; that's not illegitimate. They seem to think 
that this is secrecy where secrecy is O-K.” * 


■ An Associate 
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Link to Trade 
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By Edward Walsh 
and Peter Slevin 

Washington Post Service 


- WASHINGTON — An indicted 

■ '-■■■' r.L'.z woman who was a business partner of 

• ~_:rer c t v former Commerce Secretary Ronald 

. .< ■■ Brown testified in federal court that Mr. 

' : ; •;! ^ Brown complained to her about what he 

- "Z'N ^ described as a White House-directed 

: J .~’ v ! ;;; c 2 Knao < scheme to offer U.S. businesses places 

; : - r * .« ls ^ in overseas trade missions sponsored by 
v. . ■ the department in exchange for cam- 

, paign contributions to President Bill 

- "^k Clinton and the Democratic Party. 

j..^ siejasooB Mr. Brown died in a plane crash in 
. ‘ ; wnh^c) Croatia in 1996 while leading a trade 

frmiE mission. 

■ ‘ ; ::r.Jc MBAs p . The woman, Nolanda Hill, who on 

: -- -! in vino: March 13 was indicted by a federal 

i. Riimap. t grand jury on charges that she diverted 
more than $200,000 from companies 
‘-"-i-arm matt she controlled to finance her shopping 
-f divorced i sprees, made that assertion in an af- 
■ 'Z- child, fidavit and testimony in a civil suit 

\\r all hawk agains t the Commerce Department by 
.r it i home for ibie Judicial Watch, a conservative group 
_■ : wo-ihndisr that is seeking to establish a link be- 

. ; m their bm tween the trade missions and campaign 
contributions. 

i vj o! iojhml . “Ron told me that domestic compa- 
.ubiii fine nies were being solicited to donate large 
•i.^iwuraow sums of money in exchange . for their 
. -L : difticflh to t selection to participate on trade missions 
of the Commerce Department,” Ms. Hill, 

. • vrimuunoe ■ a close friend of Mr. Brown, said in die 




Shielding the First Lady ; 

Side Issue Emerges on Her Quasi- Official Role j 


By Susan Schmidt 

Washington Post Sen ice 
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Nolanda Hill, leaving federal court in Washington after testifying in a civil case, during which she said Ron 
Brown had told her that the White House had sold places on overseas trade missions for campaign donations. 


WASHINGTON — President Bill 
Clinton's claim of executive privilege in 
the Monica Lewinsky investigation is 
intended in part to prevent prosecutors 
from inquiring about conversations that 
the White House aide Sidney Blumenth- 
al had with Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
according to sources familiar with the 
matter. 

Mr. Clinton has invoked executive 
privilege in an effort to block Mr. Biu- 
menthal and Bruce Lindsey, a deputy 
White House counsel, from having to 
answer certain questions before .the 
grand jury examining whether the pres- 
ident engaged in peijury or obstruction 
of justice in the Paula Jones sexual 
harassment lawsuit. 

Mr. Clinton is also asserting attomev- 
cliem privilege to bar Mr. Lindsey from 
being required to answer some ques- 
tions presented by the independent 
counsel, Kenneth Starr. . 

The central question in the dispute 
between Mr. Starr and the White House 
concerns the scope of a president’s abil- 
ity to protect the confidentiality of com- 
munications within his administration. 
Yet the involvement of Mis. Clinton 
also raises the side issue of how the 
quasi-official role of first lady fits into 
the constitutional framework, a problem 
that has arisen regularly since she 
moved into the White House in 1993 


with plans to restructure tbe nation's 
health-care system. \ 

Her emergence in the executive priv- 
ilege fight — which was the subject of 
closed-door oral arguments last week -4- 
also underscores the extent to which 
Mrs. Clinton has been involved in Whitp 
House efforts to contain any political and 
legal damage from the allegations th^i 
her husband engaged in sexual relations 
with Ms. Lewinsky and other women. | 
The White House apparently main- 
tained that Mr. Blumenthal ’s talks with 


her were protected from prosecutors un- 
der the same principle that covers di»- 


der the same principle that covers dis- 
cussions among White House official^ 
talking about how to advise the pres- 
ident \ 

An appeals court, ruled last year in a 


case involving Mike Espy, the former 
agriculture secretary who has since been 


agriculture secretary who has since been 
indicted on corruption charges, that exv 
ecutive privilege extends not only t$ 
communications involving the presi>- 
dent himself but also to those of senior- 
advisers. The question now may be 
whether the first lady counts as such an 
adviser in a legal sense. ! 

"The reality is first ladies are part of 
the policy-making process of die Whitfc 
House even though they don't have the 
official capacity." said Mark Rozell, (i 
political scientist at American Univer- 
sity who has written a book on executive 
privilege. "Conceivably a case can be 
made that a first lady could be privy to 
conversations of a confidential nature." 


rvblii firm 


POLITICAL NOTES 


^nmuuno#: 


mo,i m* Jan. 17 affidavit unsealed Monday. 


II U* 


- "Ron expressed to me his displeas- 

-- twaw; ore," she said, “that tbe purpose of the 
• 'i TiOibelv* ? Commerce trade missions bad been, and 

- • 'T . jj they talc was. being perverted at the direction of 
; . ..'sjjidad* the White House.” 

7 - Ms. Hill also asserted that Mr. Brown 

. "-J:-onh± told her he had been instructed by a 

' * ' former White House chief of staff, Leon 

. • -.-t ihccto* Panetta. and tbe current deputy chief of 
~ V,’ v s ' staff, John Podesta, to delay production 
piinjbS' of documents sought in tire Judicial 

- '■ Watch lawsuit until after the 1996 elec- 

- r tion and not to comply with court orders 

in the case. 

m A White House spokesman. Jim 

Kennedy, said, “Ms. Hill’s allegations 
regarding Leon Panetta ‘and John 

— ^_L-«-^iPodesta and the White House are false 


Indians Want Place 
On Clinton Board 


every respect 1 ’ 


" 3 T.-« I * t Mr- Kennedy quoted Mr. Podesta as 
5 =f saying, "The only thing accurate in Ms. 
- Hill’s affidavit with respect to me and my 

' • -^ r conduct is the spelling of my name." 

v From his home in California, Mr. 
• - N; Panetta said of Ms. Hill’s allegations: 

“It’s crazy. It’s absolutely false." 

; 7 - ;>■! i * • Mr. Brown, a former Democratic Na- 
7 "N N tional Committee chairman, was killed 
E S J 7 in aplane crash in Croatia in 1 996 while 
i \ lU; leading a Commerce Department trade 
■ ^ 5rl ? :7 mission. The trade missions are highly 
‘ 4 'fil yaluedby U.S. companies for the access 

z-i n \ ; i ^ gives them to foreign markets. 

Nt -it Judicial Watch filed, its lawsuit to 


DENVER — American Indians 
angered by their exclusion from 
President Bill Clinton’s race advis- 
ory board disrupted a town meeting 
here. 

"It was a slap in the face when we 
were left off the advisory board," 
said Darius Smith, an Indian who 
was a panelist for the Monday night 
town meeting, which was attended 
by members of the board. 

Protesters shouted down board 
members, and dozens of people in 
the audience walked oul 

Judith Winston, executive direc- 
tor of the President’s Initiative on 
Race, angered the protesters when 
she said there was no room for them 
on the board. 

"It was not intended to represent 
tbe composition of the United States 
— we can’t have that with only sev- 
en people” on the board, Ms. Win- 
ston said. . (AP) 


made public Monday. The 5-to-0 
decision overruled the commission’s 
general counsel, Lawrence Noble, 
who had asserted that the privately 
financed Commission on Presiden- 
tial Debates and the Bill Clinton and 
Bob Dole campaigns had violated 
the law by excluding Mr. Perot. 

Election law allows corporations 
to contribute to staging the debates 
as long as participation is determined 
by "objective criteria." Mr. Noble 
said that the debate commission used 
subjective and vague standards to 
decide which candidates qualified. 

Russell Vemey, chairman of the 
Reform Party created by Mr. Perot in 
his second presidential bid, said the 
decision shows ‘ ’that the Republican 
and Democratic political appointees 
on the FEC turned a blind eye and a 
deaf ear to justice.” 

The commission members are ap- 
pointed by the president on recom- 
mendation from congressional lead- 
ers. (WP) 


Ruggedized to survive 
shocks and vibrations. 


The CF-25— one very good reason to think Panasonic 
when choosing a notebook PC. The synthesis 
of our unrivalled experience in all aspects of ele- 
ctronics, this virtually indestructible notebook PC is 
built for punishment. 

Dust- and chip-proof construction 
battles the dements. Sealed inside its 
tough, dust- and water-resistant magnesium 
alloy cabinet body is on array of features 
that proves vital in the field, like al 66MHz Pentium* 1 
Processor with MMX* technology, and an MR head- 
equipped vibration-damped 2.16GB hard drive. 


O' Bright, anti-glare LCD lets you work 
in full sunlight. A specially designed 
'/ ' 12.1 ” TFT LCD reduces reflectivity to 0.5% 

and dramatically boosts brightness for unprec- 
edented legibility outdoors. 

Lithium-ion battery for eight hours of 
in-field computing. When used with a jv. 
second battery, the CF-25's lithium-ion 
power source provides up to eight hours 
of operation without recharging. 

So if you're in the market for a ruggedized note- 
book PC, take a second look at Panasonic. 
We're just asking for abuse. 


CF-25 RuggecSzed Notebook PC 
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Perot Loses Riding 
On 1996 Debates 


' i " '"Hie testimony did not include tbe 
names of any businesses that Ms. Hill 
!”■ :: ,uf said .were asked for contributions in 

' N 7: *T- retain for a trade mission spot 




WASHINGTON — The Federal 
Election Commission has ruled 
unanimously against Ross Perot’s 
claim that be should have been part 
of the final televised debate of tbe 
1996 presidential campaign. 

The commission gave no expla- 
nation for its decision, which was 


Mark Green, who is seeking tbe 
Democratic nomination to run 
against Senator Alfonse D’ Amato, 
Republican of New York, of the ef- 
forts by Mr. D’Amato to appeal to 
Democratic voters by distancing 
himself from conservative causes he 
once supported: “Even a cat only 
has nine lives — and he’s in his 1 1 th. 
They won’t buy his act, once we 
have a nominee who can defeat him. 
He gives ‘disingenuous’ a bad 
n ame ." (TWT) 


s» Away From Politics 

# £ ' : 


or- 


:i :U» 'i' •Federal advisers have selected the influenza strains they 
O ?v$fok most likely to threaten the United States next winter and 

‘it fa %■ Erected vaccine makers to include protection against those 
shots for 1998-99. (Reuters) 






■* was electrocuted in Florida for the sniper murder 

^g^ r ? ^.a^pbfice 1 officer. Mr. Jones had challenged tbe consti- 
o tatiooaKty of .Florida's use of a 75 -year-old electric chair/AP; 

r J* Scouts are not covered by California civil rights 

S^eme It downed 


lie any pnva,= club, tc exclude 
i and atheists in its membership policies. (nr) 
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Burma’s Bumpy Ride 
Toward a Free Market 

New Rice Policies Sow Anger and Confusion 


By Thomas Crampton 

htienutumal Herald Tribune 

PEGU, Burma — In the future, San 
Thaung hopes every thing in Burma 
goes the way of beans. 

San Thaung, a lifelong rice farmer, 
started growing lentils about five years 
ago, after the gove rnment annonp r ffi j 
that beans could be sold for export He 
has expanded his crop every year in- 
stead of planting more of the rice that he 
was being forced to sell at a discount to 
the government 

In the midst of tee rice harvest in 
November, however, the government 
announced a new policy: All rice sales 
would be voluntary, taking place on the 
open market ' : 

The move was intended to make the 
government more popular among tee 
rural population ana push tee economy 
towaid a free-market Systran. It ended in 
failure when fanners withheld their rice 
from the markets because tee harvest 
was poor and kept what they had for 
their families. 

Though it was badly communicated 
and hastily executed, the liberalization, 
ofrice sales offers a look at the military 
government's faltering efforts to move 
Burma away from a socialist-style com- 
mand economy. 

When Burma dismantled a segment 
of the state-planned system of agricul- 
ture in 1988 after tee current military 
government took over, bean exports 
quintupled in less than a decade. In 


opening up tee rice market in a similar 
manner, government planners hoped the 
fertile Irrawaddy River delta could be 
harnessed to lift tee nation out of 
poverty in an agriculture-based eco- 
nomic boom, along the lines of what 
happened in Thailand. 

Instead, policy fli£-flops have left 
fanners angry and bewildered and some 
of them afraid they may go hungry this 
year. 

“Tb : s year, the rice-collection sys- 
tem was different in every region,” San 
Thaung said recently in his fields near 
Pegu, northeast of Rangoon. “We still 
had to sell a quota of rice to tee gov- 
ernment here, but I met some farmers 
from Rangoon district who said they did 
not have to sell any quota at aUL” 

For years, Burma’s fanners had been 
required to sell 12 baskets of rice per 
acre at a discount to help feed the coun- 
try’s civil servants and soldiers. 

Even during the most bountiful har- 
vests from tee 14 acres (nearly six hec- 
tares) that he rents, San Thaung has had 
difficulty meeting tee quota and still 
keeping enough nee to feed his family. 

“This year it was even worse because 
of flooding,” he said, so when given the 
option not to sell their rice, most farmers 
did not 

The result was rice shortages. Some 
analysts estimate that the government 
managed to buy less than one-third of 
tee rice it needed before being forced to 
abandon the open-market Systran. 

“If the authorities hear me say this. 


■m 












India Nationalists 
Elect New Speaker 

NEW DELHI — India’s Hindu 
nationalis t-led government scored 
its first victory in Parliament on 
Tuesday, imdalling a lower house 
speaker of its dunce ahead of what- 
is shaping up to be a close con- 
fidence vote this week. 

But the election of Ganli Mohan 
Chandra Balayogi, a lawmaker 
from a regional party that broke 
ranks with tee opposition this 
weekvpromptedan outcry from op- 
position groups. 

Deputies voted with teeir voices 
in favor of Mr. Balayogvoftee 
Telugu Desam Party, who was 
backed by the Hindu nationalist 




Instead of rice, many Burmese farmers have opted to grow beans, here being winnowed, for the export market 


they will be angry, but the fact is that we 
were told we did not have to sell rice,” 
• one of San Thaung's neighbors said. 
“But then in January, they threatened to 
send me to jail if 1 did not bring baskets 
of rice to the government depot.’ ’ 
Government officials acknowledge 
there were difficulties with the new 
method but say they are determined to 
press on with reforms. 


“Whenever you introduce a new sys- 
tem, people are reluctant and do not 
want to do it,” said Brigadier General 
Mating Maang, a cabinet minister. 

More than 60 percent of the country's 
population is involved in agriculture, so 
any changes of policy regarding crops 
have far-reaching political con- 
sequences. 

Another cabinet minister. General 



Seoul Purges Its Powerful Spy Agency 
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President Kim announcing changes 
Tuesday at the intelligence agency. 


* Age nee France-Presse 

SEOUL — South Korea’s powerful 
intelligence agency began a house- 
cleaning Tuesday as prosecutors expan- 
ded an investigation into allegations that 
its agents made secret deals with North 
Korea aimed at helping the former gov- 
erning party cling to power. 

“The Agency for National Security 
Planning plotted to use North Korea to 
prevent the then-opposition from win- 
ning the presidential election, as it has 
done before.” President Kim Dae Jung 
said Tuesday. He added that tee agency 
*' ‘must not be used far political purposes 
in the future.” Mr. Kim was the first 
South Korean opposition candidate ever 
to win tee presidency, when he tri- 
umphed in tee December election. 

The president made tee statement as 


tee agency was dismissing 28 of its 38 
top officials to reform its management 

“To prevent the agency from inter- 
vening in politics again, all but those who 
have stayed away from politics were 
replaced,” a senior agency official said. 

In particular, the official said, political 
appointees linked either to former Res- 
ident Kim Young Sam’s son, Kim Hyun 
Chul. or to politicians with intelligence 
backgrounds were weeded oql Tbe 
agency will also halve the size of its 
department of domestic political affairs. 

The purge was seen here as a bid by 
tee new government to reform a power- 
ful agency whose past has been tainted 
by conspiracies, corruption and human 
rights violations. 

Lee Jong Chan, the agency’s new 
director, has already dismissed all three 


deputy heads. He also pledged that the 
agency would concentrate on collecting 
overseas economic info rmati on and on 
monitoring North Korea. 

The reforms were precipitated by tee 
expanding inquiry into allegations that 
the country’s former ruling camps and 
North Korea had orchestrated a smear 
campaign against Mr. Kim. 

The agency’s former chief, Kwon 
Young Hae, slashed himself with a 
blade during questioning Saturday by 
prosecutors. He was recovering in a 
hospital, officials said. 

The government and prosecutors have 
said they will investigate about 20 politi- 
cians of bote tee governing and oppo- 
sition parties. Five agency officials have 
already been arrested on charges of being 
part of tbe anti-Kim smear campaign. 


David Abel, said tee government was 
determined to stick to refrains of rice 
sales. 

At present, rice is considered a stra- 
tegic crop with only limited internal 
trade allowed and no exports, apart from 
shipments sold by the government. 
These restrictions and tee quota Systran 
have led to declining output. 

Burma was the world’s largest rice 
exporter in the yeans after World WarlE, 
but tbe country is expected to export 
almost no rice this year. 

A meas u re of gov ernment 's deter- 
mination to get tee state out of the 
economy, analysts said, will crane over 
the next few weeks as the planned li- 
quidation of unprofitable government 
joint ventures takes place. 

Founded in tee early 1990s to help 
develop various sectors of tee economy, 
including construction, marine products 
and office supplies, the companies 
began as entities 50 percent owned by 
tee government 

Because little interest has been shown 
in buying out the govranment’s remain- 
ing shares in die failing companies, it 
was recently announced that the compa- 
nies would have their assets auctioned 
off this month. 

“If these companies really are liq- 
uidated, it will mean some mare of the 
government’s tentacles in tee economy 
have been hacked off,” a foreign investor 
based in Rangoon said “This would 
really be a boost fra tee private sector.” 


The opposition Congress (I) 
Party and the United Front coali- 
tion, from which Telugu Desam has 
split, had proposed that tee former 
speaker, Puroo Sangma, be reap- 
pointed The speaker’s post is nor- 
mally settled by consensus between 
the ruling and opposition groups. 

The opposition did not insist on a 
vote count . (Reuters) 

Tornado in India 

NEW DELHI — A tornado tore 
through several villages in eastern 
India on Tuesday, killing 56 people 
and injuring at least 1,000, a news 
agency said 

Sixteen people died after a 
school budding sheltering villagers 
collapsed in Balasore district in 
Orissa state, the Press Trastoflhdia 

gaiH 

The twister killed 40 other people 

in neighboring Midnapore district 


in West Bengal state, tee Press Trust 
said- The tornado injured at least 
1,000 people in Midnapore. (AP) 

■ • V 

Macau Aide Killed 

MACAU — A gunman killed a 
senior government official outside 
a hotel on Tuesday in tee -latest 
slaying linke d to g an g warfare over. ' 
gambling in this Portuguese en- 
clave near Hong Kong. 

The police raid toe gimman es- " 
caped after shooting Francisco 
Amaral, the No. 3 man in tee gov- 
ernment’s gambling regulatory 
agency. 

Mr. Amara l, 45, died instantly 
from a single shot to tee neck out- 
side tee Lisboa Hotel in downtown 
Macau, the police said (AP) 
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BEHIND THE MASK: 
The IRA and Sinn Fein 

By Peter Taylor. 431 pages. 
$293)5. New York: TV Books. 

Reviewed by 
Warren Hoge 

F orgetfulness has 

not come easily to (he po- 
lice officer recollecting tee 
deadly “Bloody Friday” 
bombings of downtown Bel- 
fast by tee Irish Republican 
Army in 1972, no easier than 
it has to anyone else who 
lived through the terror grip- 
ping Northern Ireland for the 
past three decades. 

” A couple of days later, we 
found vertebrae and a rib cage 
on tee roof of a nearby build- 
ing. The reason we found it 
was because the sea gulls 
were diving into iL I’ve tried 
to put it at the back of my 
mind for 25 years.” 

Ireland is unable to let his- 
tory sleep. These memories 
are ugly and persistent ones, 
the results of deeds of bard 
and purposeful men teat 
have little of the “terrible 
beauty” Yeats found in the 
Irish uprising against the 
British in 1916. 

People are shot down on 
their doorsteps with spouses 
and children as witnesses; 
they are spirited away by 
masked oigbtriders and 
found later, bound and 
trussed, with bullet holes in 
teeir heads: they are blown 
apart by car bombs in 
crowded town centers: they 
are battered for straying into 
neighborhoods where people 
practice a form of Christian- 
ity different from theirs. 

You can’t tell one side 
from tee other. On one oc- 
casion, when hooded gun- 
men stopped a bus and asked 
what religion people were, 
tee Roman Catholic driver 
got off thinking he would be 


killed, only to find his own 
life spared while his 10 Prot- 
estant passengers were shot 
to death. These mean events 
have happened in a land un- 
surpassed in its capacity to 
romanticize, demonize and 
distort 

Protestants, who predom- 
inate in tee North, generally 
wish to see the province re- 
main part of Britain, while 
Catholics lean toward a re- 
lationship ranging from loose 
affiliation to outright unity 
with the Republic of Ireland 
to the south. 

“Behind the Mask: Die 
IRA and Sinn Fein” looks at 
the organization that has at- 
tracted tee most attention, tbe 
Catholic underground Irish 
Republican Army and its 
political wing, whose Gaelic 
name means “We Our- 
selves.” 

Peter Taylor is a journalist 
who has covered Northern 
Ireland since his first horrific 
assignment there, to write 
about the “Bloody Sunday” 
killings of 14 Catholic civil 
rights marchers in London- 
derry in 1972 by heavily 
armed British paratroopers. 
His exposures of tee beating 
of IRA suspects by British 
security forces bought him 
credibility with the republi- 
can movement, and "Behind 
the Mask” profits from it, 
producing firsthand testimo- 
nials from tight-lipped men. 

Tbe book is based on a tele- 
vision documentary shown 
last year on the BBC in Britain 
and on PBS in tee United 
States: that provenance is at 
once its strength and its weak- 
ness. The publisher believes 
that “much of the finest in- 
tellectual property in the 
world is being developed for 
television,” a notion mat can 
produce some good book- 
length reporting fait doesn’t 
assure a smooth story line. Tbe 


r re, disciplined quotes of 
combatants in 4 ‘Behind the 
Mask” have a dramatic in- 
tensity that tee densely de- 
tailed linking material doesn’t, 
and the pacing stutters. 

Taylor keeps his profes- 
sional distance. He reports 
convincing evidence teat 
Gerry Adams was once an 
active membra of the IRA, an 
admission *h»t the Sinn Fein 
president himself has never 
made. And to those who are 
tempted to cast the republican 
struggle in a heroic light, 
Taylor is unsparing in his de- 
tailing of ruthless incidents 
like the killing of a 19- year- 
old British soldier by a gang 
of pro-republican women 
who scratched his face into a 
bloody pulp as he cried out for 
this mother and then held him 
until an IRA g unman arrived 
to kill him. 

Among the revelations in 
the book is tee fact that un- 
known to its own Parliament, 
Britain maintained direct 
communication with tee IRA 
leadership over a 20-year 
period through an unnamed 
man from Londonderry. 
Taylor discloses through the 
minutes of clandestine IRA 
meetings that as long ago as 
1975 the British were dis- 
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This list i* based on repan* fiwn mare 
linn 22)00 bookstore* throughout the 
United Stales. Weeks on list are not 
necessarily oonsce«ive. 

FICTION , 

™* Ulffnb 

Wwfc n aU 

1 THE STREET LAWYER, 

by John Grisham- 1 5 

2 PARADISE, hr Tod Mamoc 2 9 

3 COLD MOUNTAIN, by 

OBfesRaiGr.. 3 37 

4 BLACK AND BLUE, by 

Anna QumUco 4 6 

5 NfMXRS OF A (2S5HA, 

WAnhr Golden 7 18 

STWtflJJ.twIaciieCcfa. 5 3 

7 THE CAT WHO SANG 
FOR THE BIRDS, by 

Lilian JadaanBran^— 6 5 

8 BLOOD WORK. tyMidod 


9NUMB&H) ACCOUNT, 
twChrinnhrRndi 11 

10 GUILTY PLEASURES, 

by Lawrence Sanden 16 

11 F%AR NOTHING, by 

Dean Koortza 8 

12 BIRTHDAY LETTERS, 

by Ted Hughes p 

13 ThE WINNER, by David 
Baldaoei 14 

14 THE GOD OF SMALL 

THINGS, by ArareUmi 
Roy 

15 MIRACLE CURE, by 

Muted Palmer 

NONFICTION 

1 TALiaNGTOHEAVEN,lv 

bma Van Pttagh 1 

2 TUESDAYS WITH 

MORRIE, by Mitch 
Albora 3 

3 MIDNIGHT IN THE 

GARDEN OP GOOD 
AND EVIL, fay John 
Berendt .. 4 


4 ANGELA’S ASHES, by 

Frank McCocrt 2 

5 THE MILLIONAIRE 

NEXT DOOR, byTtomaa 
J. Stanley and Wnfinn D, 
Danko — 5 

6 THE LONG HARD 
ROAD OUT OF HELL, 

. by Marilyn Mason with 
Neil Sbann_ 6 

7 INTO THIN AIR, by ion 

Mamr-, 10 

8 CONVERSATIONS 

WITH GOD; Book 7, by 
Neale Donald Waladi 12 

9 THE PERFECT STORM, 

by Sebastian longer 9 

10 JAMES CAMERON'S 

TITANIC, by Ed W. 
M arsh 7 

11 JACKIE AFIER JAKE, by 

nainprfw A nlemi 8 

12 THE MAN WHO 
LISTENS TO HORSES. 

by Monty Roberta 13 

13 SMN CYCLE, by Howard 

Kona 

14 CITIZEN SOLDERS, by 

Strata £ Ambrose— _ 14 

15 THERAPEOF NANKING, 

tyksOag — II 

ADVICE. HOW-TO 
AND MISCELLANEOUS 

1 SIMPLE ABUNDANCE, 
by Santa Ban Breadnadi I 

2 PONT WORRY, MAKE 

MONEY, by Richard 
Cailaftn 2 

3 MEN ARE FROM 

MARS, WOMEN ARE 
FROM VENUS, by Jdm 
Gray 3 

4 EATRKHT4 TOUR TYPE, 
hr Rb 1 ItAhgg dfa 
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cussing an eventual with- 
drawal from Northern Ire- 
land, a concession, sug- 
gesting the future dismantling 
of the United Kingdom, teat 
even today could not be 
uttered in public by a British 
officiaL 

IRA men tell Taylor of the 
ease of getting weapons for 
their cause in the United 
States, and tee author voices 
his suspicions that American 
money raised for humanitari- 
an causes was diverted to the 
purchase of arms. 

Taylor doesn’t try to ex- 
amine the psychology of 
those who took up the gun, 
but he does capture the in- * 
evitabflity of that destiny for * 
so many young Catholics 
growing up in the dreary 
housing projects of Belfast 

Of his joining Europe’s 
most violence-prone group in 
1971; Tommy McKearaey 
said: “Coming from the com- 
munity I come from, and 
came from at that time, with 
tire, history we have, being in 
the IRA is not seen as a crim- 
inal activity, and I didn’t see it 
ascriminaL I didn’t see it any 
different from any other man 
joining an army to take part in 
a defensive war would/’ 

New York Tunes Service 


SBsSTflAw:; 

: 3*v : 






- . 









‘ »> 


F.' . 


45HCEGRL 

fhvwtotK* 















INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25. 1998 


RAGE 5 . 





INTERNATIONAL 


Israel Calls on Annan 
To Push Lebanon Plan 



To Push Lebanon Plan 

t VlCT crv N I But UN Chief Says Syria Remains fc Skeptical 

' • • 'CiiwiMtririJurSugFirvitf'ittmuiif , 

*’ cfa o»ce a ^C I • icRij SALEM — The Israeli w,. plen ?f ; n,alion o{ Resolution 425 . 

J ^Ir onTuSdav »»<!? Thi n2 ■ We ho P e we r '™ h discussi, 

Knfi a 2 ^f U N 10 the cabinet next week.” he said, "j 
fj., P v* 3I *:e«inn e ?- Treiaiy-generol. Kofi Annan, !o help wm then j h w jjj f on naJlv acc 
:V±-' 2 &fcSL° f <W : taclungforan toael. proposal pull Resolution 425 for the first tiL " 

?* Al^oSS^S^Swr Mordechai W &S^S'SStSSSi 

^ ShMth eed lM lU S ly lhe “ WOUld 1,01 ° b i ect fulther 

^ jrj" 43 S P ,a ?- ** dd ^iJ I ‘ J hped ■ Annan * 'allow ihis agreement to go through. 

_ Nm *“■ pth^ wwld lwders would encour- On Monday, Mr. Annan met \n 

? of Sf^K&dw.-. age^anoivio accep 1 n _ . Gaza Strip with the Palestinian leat 


SSJS-; 




fWwrtd 

CSS *£•; 
!*C? 

^ 

mh afar v XI- 

£ 'jimtgnitocz* 
*.&*** twj^r 


* Wwrtd * *? jL 
3*Steet t» <!>'■. 

sittHB't jrv- 
aKrsaa c * „v 
wjffAtBr ::»s? 
Hut” $sU«?4v‘ 

jewatier*-..: 
a».. - 

i '.m* *> 

4k Cv4 

#* sMf!0«_i=-. 

SMS* ■ '-= 

*»••*-. 


* 1 -noon ’ n Oliuu »«i»iviiu*iuiw 

Tfc-“'r Jana *a f*anv nat Hs thing happens in South Lebanon." 

' ^'^PPOirjon n' : ■* It is Bener to find a solution now," 

^ '-’ n «ed ^® res5 fti he said. 

* ’i." . A nicb Telopn % 1 Israel has occupied a zone in southern 
iiii-T^P 05 ^ thtl ! Ubanon since 19 S 5 to protect its nonh- 
San^I^W! em settlements from cross-border guer- 
**£ speafcJ? 3, * «a 1 cilia attacks. Mr. Mordechai has proposed 
;Lr^’ ; *£i£d by conyi ^ l that Israel withdraw its troops after r>b- 

guarantees that the Lebanese 
, . / * i, ?pOiiriQnTi ut 8 l Wi(k 1 Aimy will deploy in the south and pre- 
■ - ^ i.i -cn:. d 001 1 ®^, ! vent attacks by Hezbollah guerrillas. 

i The defense minisler did noi say what 

T , i ^ i message Mr. Annan had brought front 

* UniQQQ ! n | t, : his meetings with Lebanese and Syrian 
1 'fluid 1 officials. But the UN chief said earlier 
N?T* Delhi -Thar Syria, the de facto power in Leb- 

-* 2 h s-v-^i tornado * 1 anon, had expressed "deep skepticism" 
-ijC:,fue^v*TT s “> «aj over the Israeli proposal, 
i"- 'S/nr-nT^t faJin S 5 hpS' Bo* Lebanon and Syria have already 
2^ir.; : , ^ 31 6351 1 .W 0 ,jZ rejected the offer, saving UN Security 
" Z-iztiir^Tw ; Council Resolution 425 requires an un- 

OcTCi., P[ c dted if* conditional Israeli pullout. 

Mr- Annan met later Tuesday with 
^^^-..“.“JsttedisiSJ Prime Minister Benjamin Neianyahu. 
^ ‘-* 4 . tth; PressTrust tf who told the UN chief that his gov- 
^ ^ emment would soon approve ihe"im- 

-^-ihocnag MidnauwcS 

— T^jcnudo mjured a£' 

P* 7 ?-" cMwhapore. ^ 

.Wflffl«.4We&7y 
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pigmentation of Resolution 425. 

"Wl* hope we finish the discussions 
in the cabinet next week,** he said, "and 
then 1 hope we will formally accept 
Resolution 425 for the first time since 
we were forced to go into Lebanon.” 

The prime minister said he hoped Syr- 
ia would not object further and would 
"allow this agreement to go through.” 

On Monday, Mr. Annan met in the 
Gaza Strip with the Palestinian leader, 
Yasser Arafat, who said he hoped the 
secretary-general could break the Israel- 
Palestinian deadlock as he resolved the 
Iraqi crisis Iasi month. Bui Mr. Annan 
tried 10 play down expectations that he 
could move the negotiations forward. 

"In the final analysis, the parties have 
(o talk, have to negotiate, have to make 
the compromises necessary,” he said 
after talks with President Ezer Weiz- 
man, his first meeting in Israel. 

"1 sometimes used to call the area the 
‘Muddle East,' ” Mr. Weizman said. "I 
hope you will help us unmuddlc it.'* 

More central than Mr. Annan to lhe 
Isradi-Palestinian peace process is the 
U.S. envoy, Dennis Ross, who will travel 
to the region Wednesday, bringing sug- 
gestions for breaking the stalemate. 

Mr. Annan acknowledged the pivotal 
American role, saying he would do his 
besi to "help the process and to sup- 
port" U.S. efforts. 

Earlier Tuesday, Mr. Annan visited the 
Jabaliya refugee district in the Gaza Strip, 
where he was mobbed by Palestinians 
waving Palestinian and UN flags and 
carrying pic lures of the UN leader. 

Speaking at a special session Monday 



\j>TO Fniv.-IWw^ 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu escorting Secretary-General Kofi Annan to talks Tuesday in Jerusalem. 


of the Palestinian legislative council. 
Mr. Annan said that a just and lasting 
peace between Israelis and Palestinians 
must be based on the principle of Is- 
rael’s yielding captured land in return 
for peace wirh its neighbors. 

“I urge all the parties concerned to 
work with them and to have the courage, 
vision and flexibility to make the kinds 
of compromises that arc required io 
move the process forward.** Mr. Annan 
said after meeting with Mr. Arafat. 

"I wili do my best, but we should be 
careful not to have exaggerated expec- 
tations of what the secretary-general can 


do," he added, "A friend in New York 
called me a magician without tricks. You 
understand what limited capabilities a 
magician without ricks has got.” 

Mr. Annan noted that while he was 
backed by the threat of force in Iraq, he 
had no such power here. 

The secretary -general's visit to Israel 
almost opened ” with a diplomatic 
squabble over his refusal to lay a wreath 
at the war memorial outside Parliament, 
but ii was solved at the last minute. 

Mr. Annan was to have laid a wreath 
at Yad V as hem. the memorial to the 6 
million Jews murdered in the Nazi 


Holocaust. His aides informed Israel 
that he lays only one wreath in each 
country he visits and therefore would 
not place one at the memorial for Is- 
rael's war dead, said a spokesman for 
the Foreign Ministry, Aviv Shiron. 

In the'end. it was agreed that Mr. 
Annan's wife, Nane. would lay a wreath 
at Yad Vasbem while the UN leader 
would lay one at the war memorial. 

Nane Annan is a niece of Raul Wal- 
lenberg, the Swedish diplomat who 
saved hundreds of Hungarian Jews from 
deportation io the Nazi death camps. 

(AP, AFP ) 
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Citing the Taleban, UN Will Leave South Afghanistan 


hli.ni' V-*-i k- I mm *-! V- 


; *“ rcriifcvir. Rabbani at a news conference in Pakistan on Tuesday. 


fiMfiM Ay Our .Vfcff Fnuu Dnjh&tai 

ISLAMABAD. Pakistan — The United 
Nations said Tuesday that it would suspend 
operations in southern Afghanistan because of 
its lustration with the Taleban Islamic militia 
and attacks on its staff by militia officials. 

Sarah Russell, a UN spokesman in Pakistan, 
said the withdrawal meant the United Nations 
would temporarily halt programs to remove 
land mines, repair war-devastated irrigation 
systems and rebuild houses. 

The decision to pull out of the south — the 
headquarters of the Taleban. which controls 
85 percent of Afghanistan — came in re- 
sponse to the militia's edict that forces all 
foreign Muslim women working in the nation 
to be accompanied by a male relative, and to 
three attacks on LIN staff members. 


A UN aircraft was to leave Pakistan on 
Tuesday afternoon to evacuate 14 interna- 
tional UN workers from Kandahar in south- 
ern Afghanistan. An additional 120 Afghan 
UN workers have been told to stay at home, 
Ms. Russel] said. 

Mohammed Rabbani. a mullah who is lead- 
ing a Taleban delegation in Pakistan to meet a 
special UN envoy, Lakhdar Brahimi, said his 
organization and' the United Nations would 
form a commission to address the problems 
faced by UN workers in Afghanistan. 

"There are some rules and principles of 
the Islamic emirate,” he said, referring to 
Afghanistan, "and there are some rules of the 
United Nations agencies. If these rules are 
observed, there will be no difficulties and 
problems.” 


Since taking control of Kabul in 1996 the 
Taleban has instituted Sharia, or Islamic law, 
and issued a string of edicts, many of them 
directed at women, forcing them off their 
jobs, closing schools for girls and requiring 
them to cover themselves from head to toe. 
The punishment for defying the rules is usu- 
ally a public beating. 

Ms. Russell said the tension had been 
building between the Taleban and UN work- 
ers. A coffee pot was thrown at a UN staff 
member by a Taleban official, she said. An- 
other UN official was slapped across the face, 
and a third employee was assaulted by a 
Taleban official with a small table. Last 
week, two Muslim women working for the 
United States were ordered to leave Kanda- 
har. (AP. Reuters) 


BRIEFLY 


Algeria Convicts 8 
In Bishop s Murder 

ALGIERS — A court convicted 
eight alleged Islamic activists 
Tuesday in the murder of a French 
bishop and his bodyguard and sen- 
tenced them to death. 

The court in the port city of Oran 
sentenced another suspected 
Muslim activist to three years in jail 
and found two others not guilty. 

The group had been charged with 
planting the bomb that killed 
Monsignor Henri-Pierre Claverie 
and his bodyguard. Mohammed 
Pouchikhi, in Oran on Aug. 1 , 1 996, 
after they had attended a ceremony 
for seven French monks also al- 
legedly killed by Islamic radicals. 

All of the accused denied be- 
longing to any terrorist groups. El- 
even are in custody; a 12th suspect 
remains at large but was convicted 
and was one of those sentenced to 
dearh. tAPt 

U.S. Senators Get 
Suspect Pa ckages 

COLUMBUS. Ohio — The FBI 
on Tuesday was investigating two 
packages laced with a black powder 
that had been sent to the offices of 
two U.S. senaiors and numbed the 
hands of staff members. 

Two members of the Columbus 
office of Senator John Glenn, a 
Democrat, suffered numbing, burn- 
ing sensations and discoloration of 
the skin after handling the parcel, 
which also contained clothing and a 
handwritten letter with racial and 
ethnic slurs. The staffers were 
treated for their injuries Monday 
and released. 

A similar package — both ap- 
peared to have been mailed from 
somewhere in Vermont — was 
opened Monday in Burlington, 
Vermont, at the office of Senator 
Jim Jeffords, a Republican. No one 
was injured. Both senators were in 
Washington at the time of the in- 
cidents. (Reuters) 

For the Record 

Five Rwandan nuns were freed 
by suspected Hutu rebels Tuesday, 
but two Spanish nuns who were ab- 
ducted with them Sunday were still 
being held in a secret location, pro- 
vincial authorities said. (Reuters) 
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With Rules Yet Unwritten, Race for London Mayor Is On 


By Anne Swardson 

Washington Past Service 

LONDON — The auditorium was packed, 
the four panel speakers well dressed and sin- 
cere. Questioned on the evening’s topic, the 
governing of London, they answered politely 
and carefully. 

. For a while. Then one panelist accused the 
two Conservative Party speakers of a last- 
minute conversion on a particular issue. A 
Tory jabbed back at a speaker from the 
.“New" Labour Party — the national gov- 
erning party’s reform-minded centrist wing: 
“Dear, it’s lovely to see you coming out in 
your real colors, you’re so ‘Old’ Labour.” 

More than 18 months before voters go to 
the polls, and before the campaign ground 
rules are even set down, the race is on to 
become London's first elected mayor. 

When Prime Minister Tony Blair proposed 
the post last summer, many hoped it would be 
free of partisanship. No chance. Nearly all the 
major candidates are figures in the national 
Conservative or Labour parties. The most 
likely match at this point the novelist and 
politician Jeffrey Archer, a Tory, vs. the act- 
ress and politician Glenda Jackson, a La- 
bourite and official in the Blair government 
- There is wide agreement that the office of 
mayor of London will change the face of 
British politics. 

• “My view,” said Tony Travers, director of 
the Greater London Group at the London 


School of Economics, “is the politician who 
is elected will rank as high as a senior cabinet 
member. It could be a very important al- 
ternative center of power.” 

London’s 5 million voters, he said, will be 
the largest bloc in Europe voting for one 
leader except for the people of France when 
they elect their president. Voters in most 
European nations elect only their legislative 
representatives, who then select the national 
leaders. 

The political process begins this week, 
when the Blair government will unveilfts 

an^JtheLondon assembly to be elected at the 
same time. The plan will move through Par- 
liament, and London voters will approve or 
reject it in a referendum May 7. The measure 
is expected to pass easily, and the Erst election 
is expected in late 1999. 

The campaign is either a chance for the 
Conservatives to regain ground lost in their 
defeat by the Labour Party last May or a 
chance for Labour to enact at municipal level 
the decentralization it has pushed in Scotland 
and Wales. London voters are not prepon- 
derantly for one party or another: the race is 
wide open. Even the third party, the Liberal 
Democrats, is given a chance to win. 

Possible candidates for the Tories include 
Mr. Archer, an irascible figure who has some 
popular support but is disliked by the media, 
and Chris Patten, the former Hong Kong gov- 
ernor who is in the south of France writing bis 


memoirs. From Labour, most frequently men- 
tioned are Ms. Jackson (who says she will not 
comment on a candidacy until after lhe ref- 

ftrenrinm) and Ken Livings tooc. a leftist forma: 

chairman of the Greater Loudon Council, 

That Labour-dominated council was the 
elected body governing London until then- 
prime Minister Margaret Thatcher did away 
with ft in 1985 because it opposed her po- 
litically. . , . 

Whoever wins will preside over a sprawl- 
ing a gg lomeration with roughly the same pop- 
ulation as New York City but, at 1,620 square 
kil ometer s (620 square miles), twice the size. 
The new mayor is expected to be given au- 
thority over public transport, roads, police, 
firefighting, urban regeneration and, to a less- 
er degree, arts and the environment. 

“The idea is that he or she will become a 
focus of activity on all fronts,” said Simon 
Jenkins, a columnist for The Times and a 
leading activist for creation of the mayor’s 
post. Mr. Jenkins is rumored to be a candidate 
himself; be says be will not comment until 
after the referendum. 

London is booming. But Mr. Jenkins said 
the city had suffered from being run by vari- 
ous fragments of the national government. 
The subway system has deteriorated, and the 
police forces are perceived as poorly run. 

“When yon scratch away at the surface, 
there are things that need doing,” Mr. J enkins 
said. “London couldn’t stage a bid for the 
Olympic Games because there was no one to 


bid.” A few years ago, some in the capital 
wanted London to compete for the summer 
Games in 2000, which will be held m 
Sydney- 

Another example is that 72 government 
agencies play a role in managing London s 
transportation system. A bicycle path that was 
designed to go through the city stops, starts 
and is interrupted in places because of un- 
committed local jurisdictions. 

Man y say the clichd that London is a col- 
lection of villages is still true and will stay true 
even after a mayor is elected. It is a con- 
glomeration of 32 boroughs plus the City of 
London financial district, which has appoin- 
ted its own Lend Mayor each year for more 
than 800 years. That system will continue. 

Mr. Archer, a former deputy chairman of 
the Conservative Party, friend to former 
Prime Minister John Major and an informal 
adviser to Queen Elizabeth H — as well as a 
millionair e from his books — - is one of the few 
to openly acknowledge candidacy for what he 
calls “a hands-on job.” 

He has an 89-person unpaid campaign 

fftam 

Ms. Jackson won two Academy Awards for 
her movie roles and — as the press has 
recalled frequently — played Elizabeth I in 
the 1971 film “Mary, Queen of Scots.” She 
was elected to the House of Commons in 
1992, became the opposition spokeswoman 
for transport and was picked last year by Mr. 
Blair to become transport minister. 
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There are millions of reasons to fly today, 
only one that matters to you. 


You could be on a quest to find new 
business opportunities. Maybe you're 
flying to close an important deal. 
You might be crossing the skies 
with a ring in your pocket and a 
proposal on your Zips. 
Whatever your reason, it's important 
to us as well. Which is why, at 
Delta Air Lines, we promise to make 
your journey to the place you want to 
be just as good as the reasons you 
have for going there. 


31997 Delta Air Lines. Inc. 


For more information and reservations see your travel agent or local Delta office, 

or visit our website at www.delta-air.com 
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COLLISION IN ITALY — Cars blocking bracks 
near Florence on Tuesday after two trains col- 
lided, killing a passenger and injuring 36 others. 

General Strike Looms in Greece 

ATHENS — Labor unions began turning up the beaten 
the Socialist government Tuesday; announcing a general sus * 
strike over plans to streamline- the economy and sell, off * . 

state-owned firms. , 

The General Confederation of Greek Workers said it 
would call a 24-hour nationwide strike, probably Aprils. 1 

The federation took particular aim at the government’s ® 
plans for Olympic Airways. - t 

Tbegovennnenrhas told the financially ailing airline it ■soroer ' 

must save 250 billion drachmas ($775 million) over five 
years or close down. {Renters} ®.»ne 

Ireland Galls for Compromise ga nuns, 

L seal of 

BELFAST — Ireland's foreign minister,’ David An- a and t 
drews, called Tuesdayfor a speedy compromise in peace .Sosovo 

talks on the future of British-ruled Northern Ireland. dice um 

Mr. Andrews said he hoped a series of one-to-one :Albani: 
meetings involving rival parties would yield progress -aisepai 
toward a settlement by a deadline of April 9. mother e 

"We know what the fundamental and core issues are, a Grou 

and I think that we have to arrive now at a series of ay.Iial] 
compromises arising out of these bilaterals,” he said on npesse 

the second day of a make-or-break three- week round of isafisfi 
italics. r vt. '.i. : (Reuters}*- enc’s t 

' . araagre 

Turkish Court Rebuffs Erbakan aSKSSf 

ANKARA— The chief prosecutor Tuesday rejected a lint ma ting; fe gw 

plea by former Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan for die «j consider a comp 
Constitutional Court to reconsider its decision to close *e ^ 
down his Islamic party^ .. .. * Seibia, a halt to s 

Mr. Erbakan contended that the constitutional principle % equipment dial coi 
of a right to self-defense had been violated when the *d for repression, a de 
justices failed to ask him and other party leaders to defend f visas ic Yugoslav 
their speeches and actionsthat were cited as reasons for the fe involved in the oa 

closure. . . and an end to on 

But the chief prosecutor, Vufal Savas, ruled there was 
no legal standing for the appeal. “The Constitutional 1 ■ ■ . 

Court's decisions are final according to the constitution,’ ’ 
he said. “Its decisions cannot be appealed." (AP) [J 

UN Envoy Prods Cyprus Rivals ® 

ANKARA — The United Nations’ special envoy I 

Cyprus expressed determination Tuesday to restart ne- J* 
gotiations for the unification of the divided island. 

“The search for a peace settlement must continue." the fewer* 

envoy, Diego Cordovez. said after meeting with Foreign BORDEA UX tv ^ 

Minister Ismail Cem of Turkey. “We -shaft not stop; we *yer for Maurir** Pot 
shall not let this situation continue for any longer.” : accused 

The UN -brokered negotiations have been deadlocked -.said Tuesdavi (h*!*! 0 
since August Mr. Cordovez met separately last week aa t kj. .i;'’, - 

with Glafcos Clerides, the Greek Cypnot leader, and Rauf nds” and w 5f e . 
Denktash, the Turkish Cypriot leader. hree aimed atl ‘ ■ 

Mr. Cordovez said he would report the outcome of his 5c e ’ s gui i t f w °En 
mission to the UN secretary-general, Kofi Annan. *^ration_ Wantt 

“Probably we will have also a report to the Security fch v « m r , WM 


4 Brium s mbij i 
dm Mr. Mg ocw§^ . 

* ramp nation 

sta 3nd Monteneg ga^a 
•sDiber than t OT^g 

sdwt to restore 

Banians, 

seal of Kosovo^MpS 
a and the wiferiw| ' VJ 
:&sovo of 

slice units that ‘ 

.Albanians in a 
3i separatists. 

.‘other memben S 

a Group — 

3>. Italy and R nj aLt - 1 
stressed varYaBpMM 

wic’s behaviortflSwiP 
ap agreed to san^fipS^Bi 
a Y ugoslavia at its prp~ \ fl 
inraing in London oe * 
39. /.I 

Sihai meeting, the group _.lj 
sd » consider a corapre- f j 
at arms 

» Serbia, a halt to sap^ * 
H equipment that 
jw represskm,a 
* visas tc Yugoslav 
^involved in fee raati^^j 
^ and an end to 


“The search tor a peace settlement must continue, fee fewer* ..'.’-vS 

envoy, Diego Cordovez. said after meeting with Foreign 

Mmister Ismail Cem of Turkey. We -shaft not stop; we *yer f OT :~j 

shall not let this situation continue for any longer.” : accused * 

The UN -brokered negotiations have been deadlocked -.said Tuesdavfet^*^ 

i since August. Mr. Cordovez met separately last week ^ u:, .. I *** 3 * ^chfflEes 
wife Glafcos Clerides, the Greek Ctypnot leader, and Rauf %k" and m 

Denktash, fee Turkish Cypriot leader. free aimed 

Mr. Cordovez said he would report fee outcome of his ^ 
mission to fee UN secretary-general, Kofi Annan. elaboration: WOTkl War 

“Probably we will have also a report to the Security IV u _° T. „ , 

Council on this matter,” he said. * ‘and I would probably t lead ' 

come back to fee area quite soon in order to find a way to ^ 

revitalize these negotiations.” (AP) 91 s 

^ argument ahead of a 

“d °f fee week, 
■5 8le Bordeaux court feat 

Antonio Ribeiro Dies, 

7 rj 8 ^^Kawayctfficeetr 

Was Primate of Lisbon 


■The Associated Press 

LISBON — Cardinal Ant- 
onio Ribeiro, 69, the Roman 
Catholic Cardinal of Lisbon 
who was known for his efforts 
to modernize- fee powerful 
Catholic Church in Portugal, 
died Tuesday in a clinic in 
.suburban Lisbon after a long 
battle against cancer. 

Before his appointment as 
cardinal in 1971, he was a 
popular public figure through 
his weekly religious television 
programs from 1959 to 1967. 

His discreet lobbying and 
moderate opinions in the tur- 
bulent period around the 1 974 
Revolution, which toppled the 
4 1-year dictatorship, won him 
broad support in the church. 

Beverley Cross, 66, 
British Playwright 

LONDON (AP) — Bever- 
ley Cross, 66, the playwright 
and screenwriter who helped 
launch Dame Maggie Smith 
on her illustrious acting career 
and married her 15 years later, 
died at his home Friday. 

The cause of death was not 


. - court decision 

announced, but he had recently Vichy go away, 

been treated 'for aneurysms. B being tried 0 

Maggie ''$mife starred in J 15 no one else.! 
his play “Strip the Willow” 5; Varaut said .. 

■in I960. The play did not get a« press had 
London opening, but her ca- . ^ client, six m 
reer bloomed because Of the succeeded 
strong impression she made sj- Papon’s in 
in regional tryouts. They were charm* 

wed in 1975. ’ : ’ V be said.” 

Michael Reardon, 60, bar- £ w questions,” 
tender to famous writers, may- cj^poo^ 
ors, stockbrokers,- ■ seamen, Jjng the 
singers or any guy who ^ of l^ i^^ 
dropped in off fee street over !? 
the course of 30 years at the jF^ndh— ! 

Lion’s Head bar and restaurant ? in fee 
in New York, died Sunday in J^Pervisor erf 
Fall River, Massachusetts, Irtish Onestv*^ 
where .he was undergoing i/- 
treatmentfor cancer. - 



Greg- MacGregor, 85, a 
foreign correspondent who 
reported on the Korean War 
as well as econoraic'andpolit- 
ical development in South- of 

east Asia during a 1 7-year ca-Qf^ 

reer at Tfte New York T&net. \vas 

died of cancer Sunday ;in jV 
Pompano Beach, Flraida. 
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Why the dark clouds of 
economic uncertainty 
will soon blow over. 


EUROPE 


Albright Upbeat on Moscow Shake-Up 

U.S. to Continue ‘Very Good 5 Relationship With Russia, She Says 


I^S foreign minister, Lambert© Dini, greeting Secretary of State Madeleine Albright in' Rora^onTuesdayT 

Faces Uphill Battle on Kosovo 
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■ -"COLOGNE — Secretary 
of $tate Madeleine Albright 
nijjitfthe major powers Tues- 
dayto step np sanctions 

against President Slobodan 
^Qogevic of Yugoslavia until 
he^ows greater cooperation 
in’ defusing the conflict with 
tbe troubled province of 
Kosovo. 

But as she arrived here 
Tuesday to prepare for a cru- 
cial meeting in Bonn on Wed- 
nesday with the six-nation 
Contact Group monitoring 
Yugoslavia, Mrs. Albright 
appeared to; be waging a 
lonely campaign to persuade 
the other members of the 
group to sustain a tough at- 
titude. 

Only Britain shares the 
U.S. view that Mr. Milosevic, 
whose rump nation consists 
of Serbia and Montenegro, is 
more likely to respond to 
sticks rather than carrots in 
meeting tbe Contact Group’s 
demands. These include a se- 
rious effort to restore political 
autonomy to 1.8 mill) cm eth- 
nic Albanians, who make up 
90 percent of Kosovo’s pop- 
ulation, and die withdrawal 
from Kosovo of special Ser- 
bian police units that killed 80 
ethnic Albanians in a crack- 
down on separatists. 

The other members of the 
Contact Group — Ranee, 
Germany, Italy and Russia — 
have expressed varying de- 
grees of satisfaction with Mr. 
Milosevic’s behavior since 
the group agreed to sanctions 
against Yugoslavia at its pre- 
vious meeting in London on 
March 9. 

At that meeting, die group 
agreed to consider a compre- 
hensive arms embargo 
against Serbia, a halt to 
plying equipment that 
be used for repression, a deni- 
al of visas to Yugoslav of- 
ficials involved in the crack- 
down and an end to export 


credits to Belgrade for trade 
and investment 

Since the meeting, the Ser- 
bian police units have been 
confined to their barracks and 
Albanian demonstrators have 
been allowed to conduct 
peaceful protests. Mr. Milo- 
sevic has also promised that 
Kosovo Alb anians will soon 
be able to study at schools and 
universities for the first time 
since autonomy was rescin- 
ded eight years ago. 

During a six-hour stopover 
to consult with Italy’s foreign 
minister, Lamberto Dini, 
Mis. Albright said these ac- 
tions have not been sufficient 
to ease international pressure 
and called on tbe rest of the 
Contact Group to maintain 
sanctions until Yugoslavia 
complies fully with its de- 
mands. 

“We have seen too many 
diplomatic efforts fail to be- 
lieve that President Milosevic 
will respond to positive pres- 
sure alone,' * she said. “And if 
we give him even a shadow of 
a glimme r of a hint that be has 
done enough, he will as- 
suredly do no more.'’ 

She insisted that Mr. Mi- 
losevic has stopped far short 
of doing what is necessary. 
“Serbian security police are 
digging in, not pulling out; 
Milosevic has still not com- 
mitted hims elf to uncondi- 
tional dialogue; aid workers 
continue to be harassed, and 
the list goes on,” she said. 

In contrast, Mr. Dini 
praised Mr. Milosevic as tak- 
ing some steps in the right 
direction and said there was 
no reason for the group to be 
“entirely dissatisfied' with 
Yugoslavia’s behavior over 
the past two weeks. 

■ Fighting in Kosovo 

Fighting flared between 
Serbian police and ethnic Al- 
banians in Kosovo on Tues- 
day, Reuters reported from 
Pristina, Yugoslavia. 

The ethnic Albanian 


Papon a Scapegoat, 
Jop Defender Says 
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, BORDEAUX — The chief 

. lawyer for Maurice Papon, 
the accused Nazi collaborat- 
• !• !’•?• 1 or, said Tuesday that charges 

;.v , against his cheat were “in 

!i-1 ; shreds” and that the trial was 

i!j a farce aimed at exorcising 
, r 1 France’s guilt for World War 
■.v’* 1 ' 1 : n collaboration. 

. \afl3; . The lawyer, Jean-Marc Va- 
- ' ^ ki *Hon*y for the. de- 

. •jr-jp^ifense t eam, began his three- 
: day final argument ahead of a 
verdict at tbe end of the week, 

■ Idling the Bordeaux court that 
Mr. Papon was a scapegoat for 
Fiance's bad conscience. 

“This trial is a way of free- 
ing us .from our collective 
shame, of choosing a scape- 
goat,” Mr, Varaut said. “But 
a simple court decision will 
not make Vichy go away. Pa- 
PM. is being med because 
there is no one else. ” 

Mti Varaut said that al- 
the prcsshad demon- 
J?®*™ 5 cKent,- six months of 
,jjp succeeded in prov- 

^ -mg Mr.Papon’s innocence. 
“Tbe charges are in 
".***■ r.* he said. “What was 

v c jarity has now become a 
jckradof questions." • 
j J^pon, 87, isaccused of 

, at. it*® s arrest depeff- 

W60 Jcws, 223 of 
i®® < *fldrcn, r :wi«i he was 


“He is responsible, but not 
guilty,” he said. 

In serving the Vichy regime 
of Marshal Philippe Petain, 
voted into power after tbe 
Nazis defeated and h umil i at ed 


Hibeiro^l? 
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Vmaat described -the 
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, iSLrT ■?“!*» as a civil ser- 
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France, Mir. Papon may have 
helped carry out a plan to ex- 
clude Jews from society, but 
not to exterminate them, Mr. 
Varaut sakL 

“Vichy’s anti-Semitism 
was one of exclusion, which 
aimed to take the Jews out of 
the civil service, teaching, 
law, medicine and journa- 
lism,” he said. “But it was not 
Hitler’s biological racism.” 

Mr. Varaut said no other 
contemporary tragedy had 
preoccupied historians and 
artists to such an extent, in- 
spiring films and books “to 
the point of an overdose, 
which symbolizes the extent 

of our pain and our shame.” 

Civil plaintiff la wyers , 
whose week of final argu- 
ments concluded March 16, 
accused Mr. Varaut of his- 
torical revisionism. 

“When he speaks of an 
‘overdose.’ it is a negationist 
discourse,” said Alain Jak- 
ubowicz, a lawyer for Jewish 
organizations. “After weeks 
of trying to appear legitimate, 
his true nature comes to the 
surface: He’s a man of the 
extreme-right” 

Mr. Papon went on aner 
the war to serve as Paris po- 
lice chief from 1958 to 1967, 
then as budget minister in 
1978 until his wartime record 
surfaced in a newspaper re- 
port in May 1981. 

The first charges were fil«l 
against him immediately af- 
terward, but legal proceed- 
ings were repeatedly obstruc- 
ted by tbe administration of 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand, who was reluctant to see 
France’s wartime collabora- 
tion dredged up. 


Kosovo information ren ter 
accused the police of forcing 

Al banian^ in villages amimn 
Dubrava in western Kosovo 
to flee attack by heavy 
weapons. 

The Serbian authorities 


said they had retaliated when 
a policeman was killed and 
another seriously wounded in 
an ambush by ethnic Albani- 
an guerrillas in Dubrava, 20 
kilometers (12 miles) from 
the border with Albania. 


CeupOatitf Our Suff Fiam Dhpeului 

COLOGNE — The U.S. secretary of 
state, Madeleine Albright, on Tuesday 
defended Boris Yeltsin’s right to dis- 
miss his entire cabinet and said the Rus- 
sian leader was “in charge.” 

“We are obviously watching what is 
going rai,” Mrs. Albright said in Rome 
before meeting in Cologne with the Rus- 
sian foreign minister. “The president is 
in charge and he has r as a democratically 
elected leader, the ability to change his 
team.” 

Mr. Yeltsin dismissed his govern- 
ment Monday, but most of the minis ters 
were expected to keep their jobs, in- 
cluding Foreign Minister Yevgeni Pri- 
makov. 

Mr. Primakov reassured Mrs. Al- 
bright that good relations with the 
United States remained a top priority. 

“President Yeltsin has asked tne to 
underscore the fact that Russia’s foreign 
policy will remain unchanged and will 
not be affected by the changes in the 
government,” Mr. Primakov said be- 
fore escorting Mrs. Albright to a private 
dinne r at which they planned to discuss 


planned 

the Kosovo crisis and other hot spots. 

Mr. Primakov said the new government 
would push for early ratification of the 
START-2 arms treaty and seek to promote 
further cuts in strategic offaisive weapons. 


He also, said the work of the U.S.-Russia 
econo m ic commisskn, which was begun 
in 1993 under Vice President Albeit Gore 
and Prime Minister Viktor ChertKwiyrdin 
would not be disrupted by Mr. 
Chernomyrdin's departure. 

Mrs. Albright's meeting with Mr. Pri- 
makov precede a gathering Wednesday 
of the Contact Group of major powers to 
discuss the Serbian crackdown on ethnic 
Albanians in Kosovo. 

Mr. Albright said in Rome she was 
looking forward to “continuing what is 
a very good working relationship with 
the Russian Federation.” Her positive 
tone came despite increasing differ- 
ences between Washington and Mos- 
cow on international issues, including 
bow to ensure that Yugoslavia’s pres- 
ident, Slobodan Milosevic, complies 
with demands by the major powers that 
be withdraw special police units from 
Kosovo and start meaningful, uncon- 
ditional negotiations with ethnic Al- 
banians in tbe province. (Reuters, AP) 

■ A Surprise for Clinton 

Thomas W. Lippman of The Wash- 
ington Post reported from Washington: 

The scope of Mr. Yeltsin's house- 
cleaning caught the Clinton adminis- 
tration by surprise, but President Clin- 
ton and other senior officials said they 


had no reason to fear problems ahead in 
U.S.-Russia relations. 

Administration officials said Mr. 
Yeltsin’s decision io dismiss his cabinet 
was a matter of Russian domestic pol- 
itics, and they are inclined to accept Mr. 
Yeltsin's assurances that the shake-up 
does not signal a change in Russia’s 
foreign policy or a retreat from eco- 
nomic reform. 

“We hope that the general direction 
of policy will be unaffected by this,” 
Mr. Clinton said to reporters in Africa. 
"And I have no reason to believe that 
anything different will occur in a way 
that’s at all adverse to the partnership 
we've been building with Russia.” 

U.S. officials who participated in 
working sessions with Mr. Chernomyr- 
din said they had no indication that tbe 
prime minister's days were numbered. 

Through their economic commission, 
Mr. Gore and Mr. Chernomyrdin set up 
a network of officials in several cabinet 
departments and emphasized the de- 
velopment of persona] relationships 
among those officials that could survive 
changes at the top. But when Russian 
officials encountered bureaucratic or 
political difficulties in carrying out 
agreements made in the commission, it 
was Mr. Chernomyrdin who was called 
on to get things done. 


There have been dark clouds hovering over Malaysia 
lately. One such cloud has cleared... the haze. 
Yet when we were about to enjoy blue skies again, 
another dark cloud set in... economic uncertainty. 

We Malaysians, however, expect this to clear too. 
In due time. With an optimism that is borne out 
of four decades of incredible economic growth 
the world has been witness to. 

With the perseverance to make changes and sacrifices. 
With the wisdom of solid economic fundamentals 
ta see us through. With the determination to do 
everything for the economy to bounce back. 

And bounce back we will. How can we 
be so bullish about h? Because weVe 
overcome other adversities before. 

And we 7 ll do it again. 

MALAYSIA 
Bullish on Bouncing Back 
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Chirac Speech 
Increases 
Pressure Over 
Le Pen Deals 
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By Craig R. Whitney 

New York Tunes Service 


PARIS — President Jacques Chirac's 
dramatic television appeal to fellow con- 
servatives to renounce support from the 
extreme-right National Front in newly 
elected regional assemblies increased 
pressure Tuesday on five maverick re- 
gional leaders to resign because they had 
accepted votes from the Front to win 
their posts. 

“I have heard Chirac's message,"’ 
said Jean-Pieire Soisson. one of the five 
members of the conservative Union for 
French Democracy who defied his 
party's instructions and won regjonal 
assembly leadership posts with National 
Front votes. The party has suspended all 
of them. 

Asked if he would resign as chairman 
of the regional assembly in Burgundy, 
Mr. Soisson said he wouid meet with the 
others Wednesday and make a decision. 

Former Defense Minister Charles 
Miilon. who accepted National Front 
votes to become chairman of the regional 
parliament in Lyon, said nothing Tues- 
day but had lunch with that city's mayor, 
former Prime Minister Raymond Baroe, 
who has called on Mr. Miilon to put an 
end to "this unhealthy situation." 

In his brief appearance on national 
television on Monday ojgbt, Mr. Chirac 
described the National Front as "racist 
and xenophobic by nature." 

Mr. Miilon, denying in an article writ- 
ten for Le Monde that he had struck any 
formal agreement on a program with the 
Front, described its leader, Jean-Marie 
Le Pen, as "a fanatic, a fascist from the 
1920s cast up in out time." 

Mr. r.e Pi*n rpM-f.vJ hv calling nn M»- 
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FRONT: France’s Real Bugbear Is Change, Not the Extreme Rigf# 

Co tinned from Page 1 This attitude' now a functioning (al- newmir^^ identity and 


« 


COM®* 


injuries to French democracy makes the 
problems seem like political routine. 


dally legitimized the refusal to accept parties ol medemocraM^ 

new cirannstances at every level of so- after Mr. Chirac dissolved the Natwnal 


group of democratically elected poUti- 
cians to save their own jobs by striking 
deals with the National Front is unique. 
Le Monde described the group, which 


eagerness to find foreign encroachment . in his speech to the nation Monday ihght, 
in every aspect of life, its protectionist did little to abandon the statist capitalism 
and racist remedies for France’s prob- that served France's redevelopment us- 


lems increatingjobs andsafe streets, can til the.!980s,but Iostgroond-inan era.of 
mK be seen as a periled echo o f an iostince .gening markets and private secte, m- 

SSJw iSjnS? who served ■ within the democratic political and m- novation. ... 

telfecmal establishment that reacts to The right affarfahalf-mit raifiii jtf 


Gtnib Wafldna/Rcolos 

CROSS-CHANNEL REASSURANCE — ■ Prime Minister Tony Blair 
addressing the National Assembly in Paris during a one-day visit 
Tuesday. Speaking in French, he said that Britain's future lay in Europe 
and that it would join the single currency when its economy was ready. 


governments both leftandright, as being tdlecmal esrabltsnmem marreace ro 
tiie direct descendants of "those who change as a threat u> French identity. 

said they preferred Hitler to die Popular However nonrepreseniative of - the - 

Front,” & left-wing prewar French opinions of a large majority of the 

government. -- 

The context was breathtaking: • 

The National Front’s political Little has Been discussed m rrai 

coup coincided about die broader circumstance 

trial for crimes agains t humanity in ^faich the National Front 

of Maurice Papon, the former . ■ - 

Vichy government official and gamed credibility- 

cabinet minister under President — 

Valery Giscard d’Estaing, who is 

accused of complicity in the death of French population, the National Front 


Little has been discussed in France 
about the broader circumstances 
in which the National Front 
gained credibility. 


* The right offered a half-tint yisifih'df 
the past, focusing 'on oid enemies^mo- 
bilizing little enthusiasm- and, : fbr 'fee 
most part, avoiding head-on -cor^on- 
: tationwitfi the National I^onti/. .: 
“ . : Since il KKikpowdr lOinaa^ 
;e ago, the left has beemnoreOld 
■ 'Socialist than anything akin to the 
new notions of Social democracy 
taking root in Britain, and now, 
very possibly in GermaDy. -Ber- 
- haps even more importantly, than 


thousands of Jews during the German 
occupation. 

A mirror reyealing French historical 


the Socialists’ plui for a 35-?ionr 
French population, the National Front workweek has foundered as a symbolic 
does nonetheless reflect a discomfort act. disconnected from idealismaoH in- 


with modernity here that equates the 
accelerating pace of change in the world 


Miilon to resign, anu on Tuesday he de- 
scribed Mr. Chirac's televised attack as 


scribed Mr. Chirac's televised attack as 
“an appeal to violence against patriots.” 

Leftist and student groups plan 
demonstrations against the National 
From in major cities this weekend. 


Mr. Chirac’s brief speech had the de- 
sired effect of getting many people to 
think harder about a party that now 
routinely gamers more than 15 percent 
of the national vote, on a program that 
describes the presence of 3.6 million 
immigrants as a major cause of both 
unemployment and crime and calls for 
them all to be progressively returned to 
their countries of origin. 

The largest single group of ‘immi- 
grants are Muslims from former French 
colonies in North Africa, whose strange 
ways and religion, the National Front 
says, are not French at all 

The Front has only one member of the 
national Parliament, but is represented in 
regional assemblies because they, use a 
proportional representation system. The 
Socialist prime minister, Lionel Jospin, 
said Tuesday that the system wouid be 
re-examined, as Mr. Chirac had asked in 
hisspeech. 

The Front also has four mayors in the 
south of France. In the town of Vitrolles, 
near Marseille, it has begun giving spe- 
cial 5,000 franc ($830) "birth allow- 
ances" to families that have children. 


but not to immigrants. National author- 
ities asked an administrative court on 
Tuesday to invalidate the measure as 
unconstitutionally discriminatory. 

Mr. Chirac's remarks also apparently 
affected the outcome of the voting early 
Tuesday for the presidency of the key 
De-de-France region around Paris. 

When former Prime Minister Edouard 
Balladur dropped out of the running last 
week, after leading Mr. Chirac ’s Rally for 
the Republic party and its Union for 
French Democracy allies to a poor show- 
ing in the March 15 election, the con- 
servatives were unable to round up 
enough votes without the National Front 
to elect another c, ■ c. A Socialist, 
Jean-Paul Hnchon, won die post instead. 

Socialists earlier won the chairman- 
ships of five other regional assemblies, 
and would probably stand to win the five 
assemblies taken hv unlives with 
the Front's help il uu.- .=» r esign and 
new elections are held. 

In the elections, leftist parties out- 
polled the conservatives by 39.6 percent 
to 35.6 percent nationwide, while the 
National Front won 15.5 percent. 


reality in the face of the legend of a with faraway forces out of Reach con- 
nation of Resistance fighters, the trial troL 


could only reinforce the embarrassment 
of a new attempt at collaboration be- 
tween a part of respectable France and 
the forces of racism and anti-Semitism. 


This reality is often expressed in the 
positions France takes in international 
affairs. In the last weeks, both the So- Front, an emblem of aggreasrW? ink- 
cialist government and Mr. Chirac, the mobility, could fmd new fneads£> 
Ganllist president, have been entirely on Now, affc the 'deals last weekihat let 
the same line in bitterly rejecting a pro- democratic' regional councils' become 
posed trans-Atlantic free-trade agree- the hostage of a party with fascist in- 


spiring next to no one. . . - 

In a coontty unsure of its rational 
sense of purpose^ and one often asso- 
ciating change -with, riiingg - rnalring ^ 
French feelYess themselves, if ,was no 


OFFS 


Yet outside the narrow framework of Ganllist president, have been entirely on 
political maneuvering, and the obvious the same line in bitterly rejecting a pro- 


references to unemployment and crime, posed trans-Atlantic free-trade agree- 
little has been discussed in France about ment between Europe and the United 


Offshore 
Company 
& Trust 
Formation 


the broader circumstances in which the States that 
National Front, a symbol of regression, KinkeJ of Ge 
gained enough credibility to create a positive plan ; 
spectacle that Mr. Chirac said astonished tween the twe 
the rest of the world. In finding 

The fact is that both major political faction and I 
currents in France, left and right, spend stances that i 
much of their essential energies in de- strengths that 
fending what they insist must not for example, t 
change. In finding Anglo- Sax on-in- the United Sta 
spired upset in the globalization of the crisis involvi 


States that Foreign Minister Klaus 
KinkeJ of Germany has described as a 
positive plan for change in relations be- 
tween the two continents. 

In finding a certain national satis- 


Iegi lunacy in maintaining 
reflect a past and French 


strengths that no longer exist — leaning, 
for example, toward Iraq and away from 
the United States and Britain in the latest 
crisis involving Saddam Hussein — 


world economy, in the flexibility of France runs the risk of si gnalin g to a 


markets or the domination of the 
tngi ju language in the world’s cultural 
exchange, the political establishment 
has legitimized the idea of cabals and 
occult forces working to repress France. 
In this context France most above all 
protect what it has. 


home audience that the old ways can be 
defended and that deals with the devil 
are there for the finessing. 

The same resistance to change ap- 
pears in die failure of both the demo- 
cratic left and right to create a new sense 
of political mission for the country, a 


flexes, a number of politicians , turned 
their backs Monday on the possibility of 
caking regional presidencies .on die 
strength of National Front support They 
have been widely praised, and the pres- 
ident, warning that *tl feel the couhjtey is 
losing, the sense of things,".; urged 
France to realize that the time has come 
to react 

For all this, the current danger hardly 
seems to lie in the chance that the polit- 
ical mainstream will fail to -find die 
necessary election-law changes to keep 
the National Front further from power. 
Rather, it is in the prospect drat no one 
within the political establishment will 
use the new possibility for reassessing 
how the country reached its predicament 
to challenge France’s notions of great- 
ness and its deepest problems- ; , .; . 
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SI ^ ® 


THE INTERMARKET 


IT +44171 420 0348 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


■■ ■ 


Connecting You to 
e World of 'Savings!' 1 

|ranpe... 270. * 24-Hour Customer 

Itaiy.^...^. 340 Service 

1 Mf •> .■' i7ii ? «Cfm»ed 6-Second 

M-R— ..... 170 ' Billing 

360 - Ideal for Home, Office, 
Singapore...... 330 Hotels and Mobile •• 

— : *’ . ■ • - Phones 

No Deposit • No Minimum • No Set Up Fees 

Agents -Wanted • Call 1-206-378-281& 

Tel: 1.206.599.1991 • Fax:: 1 .206. 599 .1 9 81 
417 Second Avenue West ■ . Seattle, WA 98119 USA 
wwwJcallbacfc.com - Email: info6kallbacfc.com 


OFFSHORE COMPANIES 


■V , 5 , .7! tf pofcdJJj 

, ;-~ i >oiHhep OKi J 

■■■- -.iTrT^S"^ 

• • I. °f thinoi." w 

•• ---Tc :hai thciimei^J 

-'urandanjat 

" . /' ■'^'c That tw 

• / ’T 'V a {isi w W- 
' ; ; T cbangask 
’. fwiher&infc 

_ • prospect dtt t 

establijJnm' 

•’ • _ ^di!\ for 

-' {■ r “-iched itspreA^ 
-• • . — —j > notions (j- 

• : - - -r»- r^iblems. \ 


Offshore 
Company 
& Trust 
Formation 


■ Fast Efficient. Professional 
■ Management. Nominee £ Admin. 
Services ■ Bank introductions. 


Bahamas SSOO 



Credit Cant payments accepted. 
Call now for more information. 




Qtarterhcxtx Corporate 
Services titrated 


Tel: +44 1624 817494 
Fax: +44 1624 817604 



U.K. Directors 

of an established 
East African Gold Mine 
offer equity participation 
to investors with between 

US $ 250000 and $ 1 Million 
For full prospectus reply to: 

P.O. Box 565, 
IHT,63 Long Acre, 
London, WC2E 9/H. 


Financial Sendees 

'. • j •» : ;fT; 



m usn>/ Reinsurance backed 
gtaa/aeas tor quaHad 
business projects. 

Tet 561-996-3222 
Fac 561-996-3226 USA 
nofltaxp0woridirt.atLi»l 


CONDITIONAL COUkERClAL L/C’s 
We need urgai tar Pra&poi 
Ffoandna Issued by prime bank. 


ROTATE FUNDS FDR YOUR 
PROJECT, RELIABLE CONCEPT. 
FAX: +33 KM B7 90 21 88. 


WE WANT TO BUY operating petroleum 
trading comparo with real sources for 
products. Fax delate in confidence to: 

*3542-56-78-77 




SEEKING JOWT VHfTURE PARTNERS 
- TURKEY - 

In uxwnu ri catt on s. Port. Sows 
stations, Hotel & resort projects, textile 
factories, minerals gold & steer mining 
at OitstnSng kweamerl oppntufiiK. 
Tar abatement and Goremmert substf- 
iariesL Our gnup fu>V prepared prepered 
to imptanerf & execute joM vaeues ki 
various sectors d industry and private* 
tta acqus8tans in Bite dynamic gateway 
between Europe and Asia; the highest 
gHMflh rale in OECD canries.For rtor- 
mafion and Terences please contact; 

GAZALA GROUP OF C0UPANE5: 
Principals orty Fax 0090 212 5176312 


Wefl established and prestigious 
sports and letem centre 
on about 12,000 sqm, centra ml cuv 
veraert toeadon fndudbig 200 qtace in- 
door car parid on otter m a northern Ger- 
man term The Mowing admttas ate 
available, tennis (5 indoor courts), 
squash (8 indoor courts), badmimon (12 
indoor courts], aerobics, sarna. Indoor 
pod etc. This ran^ is aaondstied by 
Iteettsfert restawant r maAme style. 
A practice tor phydrltwapy vWch is or- 
rendy Jet out is also wafiade. &pose on 


request. Reply to _Bm K3. 1HT Fried- 
richstr. 15. D-60823 FrankfiXl Germany 


OFFSHORE COtfPAMES 

READY MADE CO'S., F14I ADMW 
TRADE DOCUMENTS AIO W: 

BANKM3 i AmXJNTWG 

CHMA BUSINESS SERVICES 
Contact Stefia Ho tor anmedtoe 

6erwes A compare todure 

NACS LTD, Room 1108. Atom Plaza 
2-6 Granvie Road, TST Kcwtoon, 
Hor? Kbnj emaft nacsehkAMJW 
Tah 852-27241223 Fax 85242722073 


FLOOTA, USA. You wish 10 BtebWi a 

bustnass m Ftonda. we are camaied n 
finding and negotiating Yourhmrre 
fan toew Our savices are k nted wtto 
financing, immfcpaijon. rn^set na «ucn . 
ate.. Many references, offices m Paw. 
Miami. Orlando. Ash tor our free 
tgnrtuie pi ol CenBti Ftorid a. inc. 333 

StelOrtartoo.H. 32810 USA. Tet 
i& eSlgte 1407) 62B-5533. 


ONE OF Loodon’s mosl ra geaed red 

eflatoiraderewidiiSyreirt^d 

recoro seeks guv" “P^Sf 8- 
IfaCtef. ate M 4 P 013 Z 3 £WS 22 



INVESTMENT PROGRAM 
MANAGEMENT INC. 


THE OBJECTIVE 


30 % 


International hmh 

Hnanclng Specialists 

In Switzerland 

• ImotrdiaiK and unllnified Capital 
available fur all RusUncss Protects. 

• Minimum ri.OUU.Oun. 

• bHWpomUdru In USA: km/ rwste. 
I’rlvalc (LHscneiton and Kcm'iw)) 
(or alt inlcmatltmal Clientele. 

• Hnukifs u detune. 

f’U brk-f svnopnls In English In 
004 M KUO TO 17 nntlAv Srnd 
Inter tn Hsparl InvcsUwenls Inc. - 
P.O. Box 4:< I -til-6048 Horn. 


A PROGRAM DESIGNED SPECIALLY 
FOR THE PRIVATE INVESTOR 
FUNDS DEPOSITED IN YOUR OWN ACCOUNT 
WITH A LEADING LONDON STOCKBROKER 
MONTHLY PAYMENTS IF REQUIRED 
INCOME PAID TAX-FREE 
ALL MAJOR CURRENCIES 

There is a strictly limited capital risk which is fuBy described 
in the Prospectus. 

The minimum investment is S40.000 or the equivalent. 
IPM Inc specialises in high-return limited-risk investment 
programs for the private investor. 

Send for the Prospectus without cost or obligation. 

Your name and marling address in confidence to; 

Tel: + 34 5277 3500 Fax: + 34 5282 5498 
e.mail: york@arrakis-es 


LEGAL NOTICE 


EXAMPLE INCORPORATION FEES 


We incorporate in ALL offshore 
jurisdictions and offer full 
post incorporation services 
- at reasonable cost 
For immediate service contact: 

INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 
SERVICES LIMITED 
J- Tht Ojfthore Pnfmicaali 
Irsbad - Bfish Matphy 

Tel: + 353 1 661 8490 
Fax: + 353 1 661 8493 

E-MaB: M@fcaLctm 
Kong Kawg - Stem Ffantoy 

Tel: + 852 2542 1177 
Fax: + 852 2545 0550 

E-NWI: hlt@fcri.coni 


CAPITAL WANTED 


EMPKE STATS BUHDING 
ADDRK5 

Gain kulanl crodtMRy. 
Establish a NY piassnce in 
the woriefa beer-known 
buidbig. MaT fsoened, phone 
answervig oonfetence 
room, fumwhod mint-olftcos. 




HEREDITARY KNIGHTHOOD 


An economically available. State Sanctioned 
Hereditary Knighthood 
(full bone tides available) 

A truly unique, albeit ffmjlcd opportunity exists for solvent prind- 
pals able to provide positive references evidencing highest personal 
standing, character and reputation, who may enjoy and appreciate 
the self-evident and truly incredible financially and socially intensive 
benefits of Hereditary Ennoblement and Title. 

All enquiries will be treated as strictly private, confidential and priv- 
ileged, and must include either fax or phone contact numbers. 
Principals only please. Fax No.: + 39 323 31432. 


CAPITAL AVAILABLE 


BUSINESS 

FINANCE 

AVAILABLE 

For any viable 
projects worldwide. 

Fax brief synopsis in 
English to: 

Corporate Advances UK 

on 

+ 44 1273-621300 


1 lie ’A mill's I '.-.Iilim: 

PRIVATE LENDER 


Real Estate Sec’d Comm’] Loans 
1 to 3 Week Closing 
Up to 60% loan to value 

$5,000000 - $300 Million (usj 

■ 1 to S Year Term* Land Dev. 

■ Acquisitions ■Workouts 
. • Bankruptcies 
■ Brokers welcome . 
Contact: Bob 


i ji a oioi w »y 4 a i let u 


Hackensack, NJ USA • 201-342 0500 
. wwh niu o t ly luu dbueani 


Min. Capital US$ I million. Info.: www.eru-fp.com 


Can a one time investment of 
$ 2S4M0 ganwrste a monthly 
bwomsof S 10,000? 

Yis. It Is poutoki l 

WUl Kim'S GOLD AW 0 

CASHHACHWES! 


MLji 

Pradun insart portal tou» on 





Capital Investment Agency, 
London Borough of Bromlev. 
BR1 IKY 

TeL: +44 181 464 4442 
+44 181 467 7282 
(24 hours service) 
Fax: +44 181 460 1364 
+44 181 467 6744 


UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


TOSHOKU AMERICA, INC 


Case No. 97 B 48535 (JHG) 
(Chapter 11) 


v’ 1 * 1 1 w =■ a m 1 1’ i e l to •.rJi.i =1 a«l i 1 a i W I : [«a J a-»*j I I 


TO: ALL CREDITORS WITH CLAIMS NOT USTED IN THE DEBTOR'S BANKRUPTCY 
SCHEDULES, OR WITH CLAIMS SCHEDULED AS DISPUTED, CONTINGENT OR UNLIQ- 
UIDATED, OR WITH CLAIMS IN AMOUNTS DIFFERENT FROM THAT LISTED IN THE 
DEBTOR'S BANKRUPTCY SCHEDULES 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on December 24. 1997 (the “Petition Date*) the above-named debtor 
(the "Debtor") filed a voluntary petition for reflet under chapter 11 of the Title 11. United States Code 
(the "Bankruptcy Code"), in the United Stales Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New 
York has entered an Order dated March 13. 1993 (the “CtaJms Bar Order*), directing aB persons and 
entities with ctakns, as defined ki 11 U.S.C. §101 (S). against the Debtor's estate and whose claims 
are not Bsted in the Debtor’s bankruptcy schedules or whose claims are fisted in the Debtor's bank- 
ruptcy schedules as (Sspufod, contingent or unliquidated. . or whose claims are in amounts different 
from that listed n the Debtor's bankruptcy schedules, to fDe proofs of cfertm and proper supporting doc- 
umentation with the Clerk of the Bankruptcy Court in substantial conformity with Official Bankruptcy 
Form 10. on or before MAY 12, 1998 (the "Bar Date"). 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that any claim required to be filed pursuant to the provisions 
of the Claims Bar Order, and not filed prior to the Bar Date, shall be FOREVER BARRED FROM 
ASSERTING A CLAIM AGAINST THE DEBTOR AND THE DEBTOR'S ESTATE OR ITS SUCCES- 
SORS OR ASSIGNS, AND THE HOLDER OF THE CLAIM SHALL BE BARRED FROM VOTING ON 
A PLAN OF REORGANIZATION (THE “PLANT) OR PARTICIPATING IN ANY DISTRIBUTION IN THIS 
CASE. BUT SHALL NEVERTHELESS BE BOUND BY THE TERMS OF THE PLAN CONFIRMED BY 
THIS COURT. 

ALL PROOFS OF CLAIM MUST BE FILED WITH THE CLERK OF THE BANKRUPTCY OF THE 
BANKRUPTCY COURT. UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT. SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW 
YORK. ONE BOWLING GREEN, NEW YORK, NEW YORK. 10004-1408 ON OR BEFORE MAY 12, 
1998 AND SERVED ON THE UNDERSIGNED COUNSEL. 
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BEfiEflffiB. 

As used herein, the term 'Claim' means (a) right to payment, whether or not such right is reduced 
to judgment liquidated, fixed, contingent, matured, immatured, disputed, undisputed, legal, eqirilabto, 
secured, or unsecured; or (b) right to an equitable, secured or unsecured; or (b) right to an equitable 
remedy for breach of performance 2 such breach of performance gives rise to payment, whether or not 
such right to an oqufiable remedy b reduced to judgment fixed, contingent matured, unnurtured, dis- 
puted, undisputed, secured, or unsecured. 

Copies of the darns Bar Order are available for inspection during regular business hours at the 
Office of the Cterk of Bankruptcy Court United States Bankruptcy Court. Southern District of New 
York, One Bowling Green, New York. New York 10004, at the Court's web she. 
hHpVAMMw.nysb.uscourts.gov. end the Offices of the undersigned Counsel. 


Dated: New York. New York 
March 13. 1998 



COMMERCIAL BANK 





C,ir;:.on nogritoi-i'd o.jpnU;. Ir>c. 

Carsor. City, Nevada UtJA 
Tel: 0702) 083-1944 
Fox: ( 702 ) 803 -O 2 G 7 


BROKERS 


We are looking for professional 
Brokers interested in a permanent 
business relationship to an Invest- 
ment Trust We are offering attrac- 
tive commissions and competitive 
interest rates for viable profeds. 

Please contact 
Mtsui Investment Trust 


fax: Int, -852.2836 7CK 


SO ORDERED: 


JEFFRY H. GALLET 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY JUDGE 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT 

OF NEW YORK 

1 BOWLING GREEN 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10004 


cc: Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, LLP. 
1333 New Hampshire Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 887-4000 
Stanley J. Samorajczyk 
Attorneys for the Debtor 

Davts Polk & WardweH 
450 Lexington Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 
(212)450-4000 
Nancy L Lazar 

Attorneys for Official Committee 
of Unsecured Creditors 


Business Opportunities 


FOR SALE • GENEVA 

PU8UC COMPANY fSodeft Anonym) 
Hegstered captat 500,000 Swtes Francs 
Offices avalbUe. Mai. phone, to. 

For ai empires, FAX Geneva 
(♦41 22) 731 II 51 


AUSTRALIAN ACCOUNTANT on tour to 
US and Europe seeks to mart h April 
potential bank and private lenders (a 
secure tens tram USS3M to USS30M on 
betel ot Australian tovesm. Secured 
against quaky real estate and Interest 
rate from in to 17% per year. Tel 
r€1 41387277a Fate +61 237425931 


YOUR OWN COMPANY IN 
SWITZERLAND 
ZlIRKSfZlASlUZBW 




Etowstrasse 36, CHS300 2UG 
TJ +41 41 711 3288 Fx +41 41 7101049 


TFT-LCD COLOR Module I Monitor 
1 jfiS’fff appfcasun In Digital Camera, 
TV. Video ; Door phone, navigation, se- 
curity. ixtoEUtal, POS, etc. Seeking dis- 
tributor, direct sa te . Contact: Fax: 
B86-2-2722-4339, E-Mail: panfine 
tinTS3-tws.net 


FRENCH CO. spedaBzed In surplus 
stock o( high brand names, Is seeUng 
conimeud agents to introduce products 
into Wad wflS market Tel: Parte +33 
01)1 48596885. Fax +33 (0)1 4859438a 
E-mail: mjspaxis 0 club-lnternet.fr 
Internet wm.mis4rtemaSonaijCDrn 


A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY lo acquire 
polop&Gn to a music rtstrtxjiun com- 
pany mamftduing and districting an 
exclusive specialist title In major S.E 
Asian ranters. Modest westmeni in die ' 


Business Opportunities 


2nd PASSPORTS I Driving Licences / 
Degrens/Camouftage passports/Secrai 
Bank Accounts. Fax +31205241407, 
E-mafl: 10041 332450compuservexoffl 
MpjfmmydulJmBfjm 


FOR SALE: BANKS, BANKING Compa- 
nies & Truss. Call Belgium fal: 
+32-7595 -1023 Fax +32-32130466 


Capital Available 


COMMERCIAL RINDING AVALABLE 
Business Finance ' Ventue Capital 
WoridMde ' Butters neteome 


ETHIC WVESraEHTS LTD 
FAX +44 161 932 1207 


Serviced Offices 


INT'L FRANCHISES 


00 


CENTRE 

OAFFA1RES 

PARIS ETOILE 


ITS THE TO BUY HOTELS n Fiance! 
Bank Bquidatiore - Meeting in Paris on 
2nd ApnL PNp - Fax 33 (0)1 4727 1820 


LETTERS Of CREDIT and 
Btected Furis AwfeWe 
Teffax +44 (0)181 501 0442. 


IRISH OFFSHORE COMPANIES E145 
Contact: Irish Incorporations Lid. Fax: 
*353-51-306821 E-Mat trfchtoctikiie 


(REKNVOJCWG FAX: +3S2D21.1M&01 


Capital Available 


Anglo American Group 
plc 

PROJECT FINANCE 
VENTURE CAPITAL 
' GLOBAL COVERAGE 
NO MAXIMUM 
BROKERS WELCOME 
For Corporate Brocfue and 


Impart/Export 


NOAMEX INC. 

LARGE GRADER OF USED CUmffiG 
For woroen ■ men - criiten 
PREMUU « DOkCSTIC QUALITY 
DBM JEANS ft DEMM JACKETS 
- Export bn bales, smal bales, boos. 
AFRICA. ASIA, EUROPE, MID-EAST, 
CENTRAL A SOUTH AMBCA. 
Tfit718-342£27B Fac71S-342-225fl US 


USED! WWLEVTS 
Top US Exporter 
Qtantty 6 QteKy 
Fax: 1-510-233-1583 


STAHLESS STEEL SECONDARY 




Fadrn the Arc de Trioropha 
testonus offices toh services 
TeM3 (0)1 44 17 18 44 
foX +33 (0)1 44 17 IB 43 


Telecommunications 


CABLE-TV-YOCE-FAX 
Opetrootsfagenu wanted lor FtoerfCoax 
TeleComm System. Host DigHal 
TerminaF750rrifo Fbe to Node-Coax to 
Stosatoer. Fra USA 619461-9316. 
http’Jbmv^tc-teleconmLcom 


Translations 


HIGHLY QUALflED TRLWGUAL trans- 
lator (German/EngHsh/French) seeks 
troebnea tension wrL Subject: Uter- 
ature, Le^L MedpaL Ifiscetoneous. Ne- 
gotiable rales. Please sifcnfl offers to 
Fax ++49 89 29 15 63 or errett to 
Magnxm9aafmm 



BMS Technologies 
-> Master Franchises 

I Reach Around The World I 


Environmental Indoor Air Quality & Insurance 
Restoration are two of the fastest growing service 
businesses in the world, realizing billions of dollars in sales 
annually. BMS Technologies ranks among the leaders in 
this fast growing industry. Don't miss your opportunity to join 
the BMS Technologies I earn as a Master Franchise owner. 


bmstechnologies,! 


1-817*332*1575 

FAX: 817-335-5T1Bi&» 
email: btirm@ifoamatK.com 


i mm®*; f ' 


P 


region of US$500,000 required teerest- 
ad parties pkase fax 66-38411694 


UNIQUE PATENTED TUHBWE tedrdo- 
gy tor-power + rteorirty now read* tor 
pro-comterdal dpmonslration. Seek In- 
vestors + ieensees. Contact by E-maft 
leapOcaconuur or Fra: +61 8 9244 
1667 


A GIVE-AWAY Export Surplus cocMai 
shirts, hand-beaded glamour artwork, 
reuuferty priced at usSfl OO-llUO give- 
away tor USS 250 only. STDCKLOT 
9.000 pieces. Fax ++(63-2) B17-86KL 


AffiKTS WANTHT1 To Sei US Corpo- 
rations t LLCs bran SSOO fal Indusw) 
Corporate Consuming Ud. Telephone: 
3025290500 or Fax: 302-529^005 USA 


OFFSHORE COWANES. For tee bra- 
due or advice Tet London 44 1B1 741 
1224 Fa: 44 181 748 6558/6338 
wwwapptatnacox* . 


ATTENTION ENTREPRENEURS World- 
wide. Network to over 50 countries 
unique and lepetoebte products. 

Tdfec +44 181 302 2647. 


MONACO CO. FOR SALE: Wholesale 
loot distribution, catering activity and 
food deftwty. Tel: +377 93 504975 
Fate +377 93 507 939 


USA BANK ACCOUNTS. Incorporaitons 
Wyoming. LRah. Low cost, fast, private, 
complete sendees lor h 8 wemaUnte 
dels. No whs- fox USA 4258855510 


Tet +44 19C4 201 365 
Fax: +44 1824 201 377 
You are welcome to vis! us. 


CAPITAL C0RP. 

II & A 

Corporate Financing 
Venture Capcal 
(WMtefej 

. Td; 001 - 407 - 248-0360 
Fac 001 - 407 - 248-0037 USA 


INTERNATIONAL 
RNANCHG SPECIALISTS 
over 30 years experience 

Ventura Catted - CunmercH Mokagas 
tonovative Flnandng - Learns of Great 
Mrtiin Si Ufon • Broters Wakoav 


RJ 1 WTERNAT 10 NAI, 

Tat 001-242-383-1649 
Fee 001-716-7798200 


R08USTA COFFEE BEANS. Alrtcan 
origin, lowest prices, Telefax 
USA + 954 474-3866 


SCRAP METAL MIS-f, 
fewest prices, VoUne orty. 
fox USA: +954-474-3868. 


Serviced Offices 


START YOUR 
BUSINESS TODAY! 

Business addres se s, hmishad offices, 
meeting taefites it Antria, Belgium, 
Brazil. Finland, France, Germany, 
Gnrt Brifata, fiaty, tetholarris, 
Portugal, Swfinrfand, USA 

(tease cortBct Srtes Office in Zinkti 

Tel. 441-1 214 62 62 

Fax +41-1 214 65 19 

www.wwtKnstwofk.coni 


WORLD-WIDE 


COMMERCIAL 
& INVESTMENT 
PROPERTIES 




for Rent 


YOUR OFFICE W ROUE -ITALY. 
Attractively furnished offices, short or 
tom term basis. Tel: 39-C-478681 Fax 


MASTER FRANCHISE 

OPPORTUNITIES 


This unique franchise delivers educational 

and entertaining hands-on activities which (JOea 

spark children 's interest in science-. 

Programs run indoors or outdoors, in fM 3 r pi 
schools, museums, and theaters, for classes, (J-XJ" 
parties & events. Low overhead, high mar- 
gins and excellent growth prospects. For 
qualified candidates. 

• • • • S*r ut at the Paris Fnauhis* Exp* March 27tb to 30M * * 


Tel.: (805) 379-3599 Fox: (305) 379-0089 v;wv;.miniJiQne(5 adnetSol.com 


Rentals 


ETOSJE, m ST CLASS LOCATION, COf- 
m boutique + bassmetri. 9 An windows. 
Direct miter. Tel +33 06 81 74 26 06 



REST, 

W THE VERY HEART OF PARIS 
Near tire Stock Exchange. Seals 50. 
Hfefcxte bte&o, tetaw preserved 
tiles, mirrors. Boors, large effiar, etc. 
Very successU esabbhod tfiertefe 


Looking For International 
Franchise Opportunities? 
International Herald Tribune's 
International Franchise Guide 
FRANCHISING, MASTER FRANCHISE 
& AREA DEVELOPMENT OPPORTWVIIXES 

The definitive guide dev oil'd sold) lo inlrmiitional franchising. 
Detailed, up-to-date profiles on the world's leading infornaikinal 
franrnisors. 176 pages. LISS34.P5. 

Send to IHT Guide. P.0. Bos Vim Oakland. CA 94604. Cash. Mono Oder, Vk. 
or M/C (aend Axxt #, F*pir. Dote 5 Approval Serufore). Tel: (510) 839-5471 
or Fas: (510) 547-3245 or K-Mail: sourcebook (&rarth I inLm-l 

Hcralb^S^Sribunc 


Very suxassbl 
Excetent turnover and barain price. 
Tel: Owner +33 (0)6 11 & 0 83. 





EXCS»nONAL TURNOVER - BWESHn 
a tnwfoo^ey. Ready to operas 
4 mortte Fac +33 [0)5 61 96 11 11- 


Bar* via Bank 
Or Proof rt Finds 
Ten Mffion to One Hunted MBon 
Attorney’s A Brakes Imied 
Tet 212-758*4242 fox: 212-758-1221 
375 Park Avt, NY. NY 10152 USA 
wwwjotntaneyxxxn 


"DOEDIATE & UNLIMITED - 
Capta) mafebto far 
Aa business projectel 
MN U S. $1 mfi/no mat 
- HT Business Consrttirn 

(?17) 397-7480 (UiFtt) 
hHpW«(.irttxiscoimm (Wana) 


YOUR OFFICE N PARIS 

Is ready when ym need 1, 
even tar a ctwite of hours. 

' FiAy functional modem offices 
and conferences rooms to rent by (be 
four, day. month etc. — 

* Your tactics! or permanent base 

* Prestige mated address. AI services 

B B £ “~ 

01, Fg SUfonore 75008 Parte 
Tel +33 (0)1 44713636 fox (0)142661560 


YOUR OFFICE H ULAN AM) ROUE 
TBj 39 2 467121 A® 39 G 8543241 

wwwfXECtrnvaerwoncir 



1ft MILE NORTH OF PARK: Restored 
oBBion, 2 Boas of (Axg + abowoom, 
350 sqm., StudfaAterehouse 215 Sara. 
Top floor aparenent 175 sqra. Cater. 
Garten on 1/4 acre gated tend. 8 park- 
togs. USS800.000 ai. Tel: +33 (0)1 
40122102. Far USA +1 505 986 0332 
(pwneij. E+nat BLabouenetiaoLcom 


TTTr^l 


& corapany. HOTEL, RESTAURANT, 
PitfDiscoUieque (SO rooms, 70 seats). 
Exceptional mew. Price: FF 4.000,000 
nagodabfa TeL +33 (105 61 88 05 48 


BUSINESS 

SERVICES 


Diplomatic / Regular Passports 
Cheap Sank Charters under 1SK 
Driver's Ucenses/Aux. ID's 
PT-Stuff, etc. 

Fare +33(0)1 5301 31 58 
http; fljjrivacy-eonsuflantsxom 
e^nafc counadof O wr a einexoni 



a&m l 

spttummmsma 

Master Licenses 
Available 

Tel: (218) 829-0592 
Fax: (218) 825-2449 
wwy.candleman.com 


International 
Herald Tribune 
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Shake-Up in Moscow 

Revival of Reform? 


keeping with his long-standing tradi- 
•f i 


Viktor Chernomyrdin, the prime 
minister abruptly fired by President 
Boris Yeltsin on Monday, was an apt 
representative of Russia’s ambivalence 
about reform, which is perhaps why he 
lasted so long. He took office in Decem- 
ber 1992 as an antidote to the radical 
young reformers who had frightened so 
many Russians, and he spent five years 
projecting an image of uninspired and 
mediocre stability. He proclaimed him- 
self a supporter of reform, and to a point 
he seemed to learn on the job. But the 
tormer Communist apparatchik in him 
was never far below the surface, and hts 
inbred caution often served to slow or 
block needed change. The consequent 
policy muddle has held Russia back. 

Most of industry is now privatized, 
but land still cannot be legally bought 
and sold. Young Russians tool around 
Europe and the Internet, but Commu- 
nists and nationalists who resent the 
West still dominate Parliament. For- 
eign investment is both courted and 
feared. As a result, after six full years of 
transition Russia’s economy remains 
bogged down, while nations that more 
decisively cast off their Communist 
ways, like Poland or Estonia, resumed 
economic growth long ago. 

Is that why Mr. Yeltsin fired his 
loyal prime minister, along with the 
rest of the cabinet? It is impossible to 
say for sure; Kremlinology did not die 
with the Soviet Union. The president 
may have been acting in part to show 
that, recent illnesses notwithstanding, 
he remains decisive and in charge. In 


tion of never allowing any potential 
challenger to gain too much stature, he 
may have decided that the prime min- 
ister had consolidated too much power. 
Or he may have realized that Mr. 
Chernomyrdin, a hopelessly dull 
politician, was a failure as heir ap- 
parent and that it was time to groom 
someone else as successor for the next 
presidential election in the year 2000. 

It is at least possible, though, that 
Mr. Yeltsin Fired Mr. Chernomyrdin 
for the reason he stated in his brief 
television address on Monday; “to 
make economic reforms more ener- 
getic and effective." The president 
praised his prime minister for * 'solidity 
and reliability," but faulted Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin's team for a lack of "dy- 
namism. initiative, new viewpoints, 
fresh approaches and ideas, without 
which a powerful spurt in the economy 
is simply not possible." 

Because Mr. Chernomyrdin's am- 
bivalence was so reflective of his so- 
ciety's, any new initiative is likely to 
spark a counterreaction, any zig to be 
followed by a zag. The instability dis- 
comfits many — Vice President A1 
Gore, who invested so much in his 
relationship with Mr. Chernomyrdin; 
financial investors, who dumped Rus- 
sian stocks in an initial panic at the 
news of the government's sacking; 
business interests who see the prospect 
of tax reform and other needed changes 
pushed back again. But instability may 
be on acceptable price ro pay If this 
latest unexpected zig goes in the di- 
rection of re-energized reform. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


No Quick Fixes 


Russia’s president, Boris Yeltsin, is 
turning the abrupt dismissal of top gov- 
ernment officials into his trademark 
governing style. On Monday, only re- 
cently back at work after a severe res- 
piratory infection, he surprised Russia 
and the world by dismissing his prime 
minister, Viktor Chernomyrdin, along 
with his entire cabinet. Mr. Yeltsin's 
achievements over the years have been 
impressive, but his increasingly mer- 
curial leadership, marked by erratic 
pronouncements, frequent health cri- 
ses and sudden removal of top aides, 
now threatens to undermine Russia's 
political stability and the confidence of 
foreign governments and investors. 

As acting prime minister Mr. 
Yeltsin chose Sergei Kiriyenko, a 35- 
year-old technocrat associated with 
Boris Nemtsov, one of the most re- 
form-minded members of the Cher- 
nomyrdin government. No sharp 
lurches in economic or foreign policy 
are likely, and many ministers and 
officials are expected to return in old or 
new roles. But Mr. Chernomyrdin’s 
departure instantly scrambles the out- 
look for the 2000 presidential election 
and revives uncertainties about a 
smooth succession should Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s health further deteriorate. 

Mr. Yeltsin blamed the Cherno- 
myrdin government for failing to trans- 


late its economic reforms into a better 
life fbr ordinary Russians. That is a fair 
indictment in a country where life ex- 
pectancy is shrinking, public services 
are collapsing and paydays are fre- 
quently pay less. But by some econom- 
ic measures the Chernomyrdin gov- 
ernment has not performed badly. It 
has baited the long slide in output and 
has controlled inflation. It is still strug- 
gling to get taxes paid, although it 
recently moved to collect from some of 
the bigger corporate holdouts. It has 
strengthened ties with the United States 
through twice-a-year meetings of the 
Gore-Chemomyrdin commission. 

These policies are likely to continue 
under Mr. Kiriyenko and his still-to- 
be-chosen permanent successor. But 
so, too. is the pervasive corruption that 
stained the Chernomyrdin record. Sev- 
en giant banking and business groups 
have dose ties to the country’s most 
powerful political leaders, and Mr. 
Yeltsin's own re-election campaign 
was largely financed by these busi- 
nessmen and bankers. They have been 
rewarded with chances to scoop up 
shares in former state enterprises at 
well below market rates. 

Unfortunately, there are no quick 
fixes for most of the sufferings that 
have soured many Russians on reform. 
But reform would surely be helped by 
more confidence-inspiring political 
leadership, from Mr. Yeltsin on down. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


A Feminist Dilemma 


The feminist movement has been 
called to judge whether Bill Clinton is 
worthy of its allegiance. These are not 
the first supporters to feel squeezed 
between principles and an alliance 
with the president Welfare advocates 
and environmentalists have faced sim- 
ilar conflicts. But the feminist response 
lo the women accusing the president 
has posed with special sharpness the 
question of philosophical sellout. 

Within feminist circles there has 
been obvious reluctance to denounce 
the president or support his accusers, 
given his sworn denials and the fact 
thar his political opponents also oppose 
a liberal agenda on women’s rights. 
But the public and the media expect 
feminists to be militant about sexual 
misconduct, whether or not any law is 
violated. The hypocrisy charge is 
sticking because some feminist leaders 
are making distinctions between Mr. 
Clinton's behavior and past accusa- 
tions of sexual harassment against 
Justice Clarence Thomas and former 
Senator Bob Packwood. 

Gloria Steinem i Opinion, March 24) 
has argued that Mr. Clinton’s alleged 
actions against Paula Jones and Kath- 
leen Willey did not amount to sexual 
harassment because he took "no" for 
an answer after a single crude overture. 


As legal analysis, that may be sound. 
Sexual harassment Jaw is still quite 
new, and its contours have not been 
defined with precision by the Supreme 
Court In general, a plaintiff would 
have to show that sexual demands were 
made in exchange for employment 
benefits, or that the bad conduct was so 
pervasive that it created a “hostile or 
abusive” work environment, The 
Clinton legal team says Mrs. Jones 
cannot show that she suffered any 
harm. Mrs. Willey's accusation may 
not meet that legal standard, either. 

But social pressures have greatly 
restricted the acceptable range for 
sexual talk os gestures by men in the 
workplace. That has been a healthy 
.development, based on years of legal 
work and exhortation by women’s ad- 
vocacy groups. The Clinton case raises 
the very real possibility that if the 
president is seen as getting away with 
gross behavior, more bosses will feel 
free to behave abominably. 

We doubt that Ms. Steinem meant 
to advocate a new kind of “no harm, no 
foul” mentality in the workplace. But 
that is the dangerous implication of her 
analysis. Any erosion of hard-won pro- 
gress should concern women's advo- 
cates everywhere. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES 





Stop Touting China as Asia’s Leader and Savior 

T- _ . will tw» rtetarmined noEOV. But this mutual back-scrat 


JJ ONG KONG —The United Stales 


.and China have found a new theme 
that suits both their interests: Place 
maximum blame for Asia's economic 
crisis on Japan, while praising China. 

Barely a day goes by without gush- 
ing remarks in the West about China’s 
“responsible" attitudes and “cooper- 
ative” approach. By keeping its cur- 
rency stable and stimulating demand at 
home, China, so goes the thesis, is 
doing what the Asian region wants and 
needs, while Japan does nothing. 

Some commentators have decided 
that China is now the leading power in 
Asia. Morgan Stanley’s chief econ- 
omist, Stephen Roach, asserted that a 
“new Asian leadership is emerging in 
the wake of the crisis. _ 

Such praise of 'China* adds up to a 
strategic equivalent of the late China 
foreign investment boom, into which 
so many Westerners were sucked, to 
the detriment of the “shareholder 
value" that is supposed to rule in the 
Anglo-Saxon world. 

The adulation would surely amaze 
no one more than Prime Minister Zhu 
Rongji, a critic of the investment- 
banker-driven bubble, economics that 
badly hurt China in 1993-1994 and has 
devastated Southeast Asia. 

Mr. Zhu’s strength is a no-nonsense 


By Philip Bo wring 


grasp of China’s economic realities and 
5 the huge task of making Chinese 
enterprises commercially competent, 
market-driven and large enough to 
compete internationally. 

China has played its international 
cards well. It has suggested that its 
commitment, for now, to hold the yuan 
steady is driven by neighborly feelings 
and global responsibility. It has par- 
layed this into a promise of major con- 
cessions from the West on entry into 
the World Trade Organization. 

China’s neighbors are grateful for 
these small mercies. However, they are 
aware that its policies are driven by 
self-interest, which will change. China 
is more a competitor than a solution 
to their problems. 

China’s 1 994 devaluation was one of 
several roots of regional distress. Its 
incentives to foreign investment and its 
favors to ethnic Chinese are others. 

Chinese growth has been important 
to the rest of Asia, but China is still an 
insignificant and highly protected mar- 
ket for Southeast Asian manufacturers. 
Another devaluation remains a possi- 
bility next year if exports stagnate and 
domestic stimulus is inadequate. 


China's policies will be determined nomy . But tins mutual ^k-saatchmg 

of 

immunity from the firms ^ 

Asian contagion despite huge overca- that can be mvested longterm are what 
parity, cronyism and a worse banking count among the neighb ors. 
system than Indonesia’s has been due Asian countries are frustrated by Ja- 

mainly to the power of the state (to prop pan’s inability to stimulate its 
up banks and state enterprises and pre- or resolve its banking crisis, which fas 
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vent capital outflow), not to the 
strength of local enterprise. 

China has huge foreign exchange 
reserves, but these are largely held in 
U.S. government securities. It has done 
nothing to alleviate dollar shortages 
elsewhere in Asia. 

China ’s reserves policy is sensible. 
It recognizes that its foreign exchange 
surplus is probably temporary and 
should be kept in safe and liquid in- 
struments. Large reserves acquired 
over a short tune can, as Thailand 
found, diminish almost as last 
There is a symbiotic relationship 

« . i 


spilled into the region.. They suffer, 
from a weak yen ana stagnant imports. 
They believe that Tokyo Mledtotakea 
leadership role when the crisis struck. 

But ultimately the region knows that 
it has little to learn from China in 
economics or politics and almost noth- 
ing in industry or education. However 
flawed their financial and corporate 
structures, Japan, and to a Lesserdegree 
Taiwan and South Korea, remain the 
Asian examples few the rest of Asia. 

They are the only non- Western 
sources of capital and technology, and 



of firms that have humbled U3>.,and 
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now between America and China. . European competitors. China is a gen- 
Washington can regard ever growing eration of further reform away from 


Chinese .trade surpluses as relatively 
benign so long as reserves are rein- 
vested in U.S. instruments. China can 
make some concessions on the World 
Trade Organization or promise not to 
devalue the yuan so long as the U-S. 
mar ket can provide a spur to its eco- 


spa wiling a Samsung or a&Acer^iet 
alone a Honda. ‘ 

China’s success in receat years has. 
been its willingness to stop trying to be 
a leader and follow others* examples; It 
remains a follower. “ 

■ International Herald Tribune. " 


When Beijing Is the Issue, London Should Be Less Atlantic 


L ONDON — The young 
man was taking his exam- 
ination to enter the Foreign Of- 
fice. His inquisitors threw him 
a hardball: “What do you think 
are the most important things 
in the world?” The applicant 
thought a moment and an- 
swered: "Love and Anglo- 
American relations.” 

Raymond Seitz tells the an- 
ecdote in his new book “Over 
Here.” He does not guarantee 
that it took place. But it is a 
good story and a good book by 
Mr. Seitz, the American am- 
bassador here from 1991 to 
1994, a best-seller for Weiden- 
feld & Nicholson, and proof of 
how interested the British are 
in at least the second part of the 
applicant's answer. 

The moment Mr. Seitz was 
appointed by President George 
Bush in 1 991 he became a his- 
toric figure — the first U.S, 
career diplomat to be named 
ambassador to Britain. Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton kept him on a 


By A. M. Rosenthal 


year and then returned to the 
tradition of rewarding impor- 
tant political backera. 

My British friends say then- 
system of rewarding faithful 
supporters of the party in 
power with a seat in the House 
of Lords, or a Gartership, is 
much wiser, since neither are 
nearly as important as ambas- 
sadorial posts. 

But some of the best Amer- 
ican ambassadors I have 
known, from Ellsworth Bank- 
er in the India of the ’50s to 
Felix Rohatyn in the France of 
the '90s. have been business- 
men who received presidential 
political appointments. Some 
of the worst ambassadors, from 
a cowardly sort in Communist 
Poland to a man of sweeping 
idiocy in the shah's Iran, were 
foreign or U.S. career diplo- 
mats. What it all proves I don’t 
know, except that quality 
counts wherever acquired. 


Mr. Seitz has a quality repu- 
tation in Britain and is far too 
sophisticated to buy or sell the 
idea that the U.S.-British “spe- 
cial relationship” is always 
trouble-free. 

But the reason so many 
Americans are so at ease here is 
not simply because the natives 
are learning to speak English 
very well. It is because as 
peoples and countries we sup- 
port each other when it counts. 

Recently, and importantly. 
America got more support from 
Britain than it had earned. 

In the UN Security Council, 
the United States asked support 
for its threat of punishing Sad- 
dam Hussein for throwing out 
UN inspectors hunting for his 
weapons of mass destruction. 
The Clinton administration put 
out stories that it was getting 
support from the countries that 
counted — the four permanent 
members of the Security Coun- 


cil, and Arab countries. 

That was false. In the closed 
meetings of the council, 
France, Russia and China 
worked against the United 
States and for Saddam, So did 
Egypt But Britain supported 
America. 

Britain is a good friend, bat 
not a stupid one. The British 
knew that the Clinton admin- 
istration did not have plans 
about what to do if it carried 
out its bombing threats — no 
follow r through, no strategy to 
make bombing do more than 
kill the Iraqi civilians Saddam 
is always ready to see die. 

So leadership of the Iraqi 
crisis passed to China. Prance 
and Russia, all slavering for 
profit and power in die Mideast 
And Egypt led the way for Arab 
allies of the United States to 
walk but on America. 

The Labour government of 
Tony Blair stayed with the 
United States, as the Conser- 
vative government of Mar- 


garet Thatcher did when Ron- 
ald Reagan bombed Libya for 
the terrorist killings of two 


U.S. soldiers in Germany. 
France would not allow U.S; 


planes to cross its territory on 
the way to Libyan targets. 

■ Bat in Geneva this month, 
America and Britain did not 
stand together- as much as sin 
together. Both deserted the 
struggle to put a UN commis- 
sion on record about China's 
homan rights achievements, 
tike political and religions per- 
seention. The Daily Telegraph 
said London and Washington 
had “sold the pass” on homan 
rights — betrayed the cause. 

I have no hope any longer 
that Mr. Clinton will change " 
his policy of appeasing China. 
But perhaps Mr. Blah will 
listen to the Conservatives and 
Labourites who tell him that 
support for the United States 
should no longer include com- 
plicity in selling the pass. 

TheNew York Times. 
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W ASHINGTON — Bill 
Clinton has indicated to 
Benjamin Netanyahu that the 
United States wants to present 
to Israel and the Palestinians a 
compromise proposal that it be- 
lieves can break the deadlock 
between them. If they both ac- 
cept it, that would be ideal. If 
not. the United States would 
have to explain publicly who is 
holding up the peace process. . 

The Clinton proposal re- 
portedly calls for a 13 percent 
further’ Israeli redeployment 
from the West Bank in three 
stages over three months, in re- 


By Thomas L. Friedman 


rum for changes in Palestinian 
behavior that would have to be 
implemented roughly in tandem 
with the Israeli pullbacks. These 
include Palestinian crackdowns 
on incitement to violence, un- 
equivocal abrogation of the Pal- 
estinian Covenant, and a range 
of security undertakings. 

For weeks now. Prune Min- 
ister Netanyahu, knowing that 
this U.S. proposal was coming, 
has been fighting a guerrilla 
diplomatic war, using Congress 
and Jewish leaders, to get it 


killed. But what if he surprised 
everyone and said “yes" to the 
American compromise? What 
would happen? 

IDs approval rating among Is- 
raelis would probably soar from 
around 40 percent to around 75 
percent, leaving the Labor Party 
leader, Efaud Barak, completely 
in the dust. Monday's polls in 
Israel show a majority of Israeli 
Jews favoring the 13 percent 
U.S. compromise. 7 1 percent fa- 
voring a more active U.S. effort 
to get Mr. Netanyahu and Yasser 


For France, the Fruit of Failure 


P ARIS — “God is not 
mocked,” Saint Paul ad- 
vised us; “whatsoever a man 
soweth.that shall he also reap.” 
French politicians should sor- 
rowfully be examining their 
consciences today. 

The French right has suffered 
a moral as well os political im- 
plosion as a result of regional 
elections in recent days in 
which the extremist National 
Front won the roughly 15 per- 
cent of the vote it has received 
in past national elections, but 
emerged in a tactical position to 
throw the presidency of many 
regional assemblies to either the 
right or, by abstention, the left. 

Last Friday, in five regional 
councils, representatives of the 
mainstream right accepted Na- 
tional Fronr support and entered 
into effective collaboration with 
the party of Jean-Marie Le Pen. 

This week began with the 
struggle still unresolved in 
some other councils, including 

the Paris region — which Mr. 
Le Pen offered to “give” to the 
mainstream right in exchange 
for the presidency of the Cote 
d'Azur region for himself, an 
offer which fortunately proved 
too extravagant for evea the 
most expedient on the main- 
stream right. 

President Jacques Chirac 
made a dramatic appeal- Mon- 
day night to members of his 
own neo-GauIlisr party and its 
conservative and centrist allies 
lo refuse these alliances with 
the “racist and xenophobic" 
National Front. 

His appeal reinstalled some 
order in toe ranks of toe right. 
Some mainstream conservative 
politicians had already resigned 
leadership in councils where the 
National Front had supplied the 
decisive votes to elect them. 
Their followers allowed toe al- 
liance of Socialists. Communists 
and ecologists to take control. 

But much damage had been 
done. The National Front is 


By William Pfaff 


looking for the political legit- 
imacy until now denied it by toe 
isolation imposed on it by toe 
mainstream parties. In five re- 
gions it found that legitimation. 

The National Front is racist, 
chauvinist, anti-Semitic, hostile 
to toe European Union, hostile 
to toe political values of toe 
French Republic, and anti- 
American. its leader, Mr. Le 
Pen. is a vulgar demagogue. 

The party is also a vehicle of 
popular protest against toe un- 
employment and social deteri- 
oration and violence that 
mainly punish the working 
class, both immigrant and non- 
irranigranL It is populist, anti- 
elitist and anti-establishment. 

There has always been a re- 
actionary. populist and xeno- 
phobic fight m France. In the 
past it was often more intel- 
ligently led and enjoyed greater 
support than is toe case today. 
The reason toe National Front is 
now in a position of particular 
strength is that toe mainstream 
parties put it there. 

The late Socialist President 
Francois Mitterrand caused 
proportional representation to 
be installed for both regional 
and legislative elections, spe- 


cifically to promote the national 


visibility of the National Front 
and thereby divide the right 

The present Socialist prime 
minister, Lionel Jospin, while 
successfully trying to cany out a 
moral rehabilitation of his own 
party, has exploited the exclu- 
sion of the National Front while 
expressing his pride to be allied 
with the Communist Party. 

The French Communist 
Party is not today what it once 
was. but nonetheless is 
burdened with a history of su- 
pine and duplicitous subordin- 
ation to toe interests of a foreign 
totalitarian state. There is not 
much there in which either it, or 


certainly its democratic allies, 
should take pride. 

Mr. Mitterrand was also, as 
now has become clear, leader of 
a government with a deeply cor- 
rupt inner circle, where toe con- 
stitutional order and public con- 
fidence were cynically abused. 

The presidency which suc- 
ceeded, that of Jacques Chirac, 
has had nothing so spectacularly 
sordid to reveal to voters, but has 
been persistently mired in lesser 
corruption involving personal 
privilege as well as party prof- 
iteering. All this has contributed 
to electoral alienation, mounting 
abstention and the success of the 
National Front- 

Mr. Chirac was elected on 
eloquent promises to heal social 
divisions and create employ- 
ment, but failed to do either, and 
in toe absence of an effective 
program last year he ordered a 
senseless dissolution of toe Na- 
tional Assembly which, to his 
surprise, installed toe left in 
power, demoralized his own 
electorate, alienated his polit- 
ical followers and created the 
atmosphere of sauve-qui-peut 
which precipitated the fiasco 
that now has overtaken toe 
mainstream right. 

Many are now talking about 
institutional change for France. 
A characteristic reaction of the 
French to political crisis is to 

change the constitution. 

The fundamental problem is 
not hard to identify. It simply is 
hard to solve, given commit- 
ments to Europe and to fiscal 
conservatism, and the institu- 
tional obstacles to job creation. 

If toe government could put 
toe young to work, it would be 
on its way toward solution of 
the social, economic and secu- 
rity tensions that have created 
Mr. Le Pen’s following and de- 
moralized toe mainstream right 
and left. So far. it. like its pre- 
decessor, has failed to do so. 

tnternmu'njl Herald Tribune. 

Las Angeles Times Syndicate 


Arafat to toe table, and 81 per- 
cent wishing Mr. Clinton would 
bring them to Camp David. 

• Mr. Netanyahu would have 
enough public support to form 
any government he wanted, in- 
cluding a national unity govern- 
ment with Labor, on Ms terms. 

Within his ruling coalition, 
some far-right members would 
bolt, but he could govern with- 
out them. The National Reli- 
gious Party would have to de- 
cide whether it is an extremist 
movement committed to hold- 
ing all the West Bank or a party 
which understands that there 
must be a compromise and it is 
better to do it now under con- 
ditions of strength. 

Ariel Sharon, who also has 
one foot in toe Likud and one in 
toe extreme right, would have to 
decide whether to follow Mr. 
Netanyahu in supporting the 
compromise, in which case he 
could play an important role in 
bringing along the other reli- 
gious parties. Otherwise, Mr. 
Netanyahu could use his pop- 
ularity to marginalize him. 

Mr. Netanyahu could point 
out that most of toe U.S.-pro- 
posed 13 percent redeployment 
actually involves turning over 
West Bank areas now entirely 
controlled by Israel to Pales- 
tinian civilian control, but with 
Israeli troops still maintaining 
overall security control. 

Mr. Arafat would be in a pan- 
ic. He knows that this plan 
would be a good deal for Israel 
and he is only tentatively saying 
“yes” because he thinks Mr. 
Netanyahu will say “no." 


He would also understand 
that by embracing the U.S. plan, 
Mr. Netanyahu was closing the ... 
breach between Israel and the 
United States, and unifying 
American Jews and Congress 
behind him. This.would give 
Mr. Netanyahu an overwhelm- 
ingly powerful position vis-&- 
vis Me. Arafat going into final- 
status negotiations. 

In Baghdad, Saddam Hussein 
would have heartburn. He 
would understand that Mr. Net- 
anyahu’s embrace of the U.S. 
compromise means America’s 
Arab allies would not be able to 
hide behind Israeli intransigence . 
as an excuse for not joining the 
next anti-Saddam crusade. 

In Damascus, Hafez Assad j 
would be unnerved, seeing a -jr 
new phase of strategic partner-* 
ship between Israel and the ^ 
United States that could only ^ 
weaken Syria's position. King ' 
Hussein, meanwhile, would 
emit a huge sigh of relief, seeing • 
his risky backing for Mr. Net- 
anyahu finally paying off. ' ; 

Such a move would force. .• 
everyone to give Mr. Netan- • 
yahu a second look. By having 
whittled toe United States down 
to 13 percent (the Palestinians 
wanted 30), it would establish 
him as a better negotiator than 
toe Labor Party, but also one s 
who appreciates toe importance 
of toe U.S.-Israeli relationship. 

Those who say that Mr. Net- f 
anyahu is a fraud who has been /• 
trying to kill Oslo and blame 
Mr. Arafat for it would have to ; 
reconsider. 

The New York Times. 
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IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 
1898: Good Relations 


PARIS — ■ M. Gaston Calmette 
publishes in the Figaro a most 
interesting conversation which 
he bad with M. Hanotaux, the 
French Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs. “Our relations with all the 
Powers," he declared, “are of 
toe best. Difficulties are cer- 
tainly not wanting on all sides, 
but difficulties which arc fore- 
seen, discussed and made the 
subject of negotiations are 
already diminished. In interna- 
tional politics it is silence which 
is feared, because it is the worst 
of misunderstandings.” 


Democratic Minister of the In- 
terior, has placed the Green Po- 
lice on a war footing throughout 
Prussia. These are the more 
startling developments follow- 
ing Hen Severing 1 * exposure of 
the Independence party ^ ’s plot to 
destroy toe Republic. 


1948: White Settlers 


1923: Alert in Prussia 


BERLIN — The Popular In- 
dependence party has refused to 
Prussu 


yield to the Prussian decree or- 
dering its dissolution. Herr Ad- 
olf Hitler is mobilising his Bav- 
arian Fascist! for an immediate 
march on Berlin. Herr Karl 
Severing, toe Prussian Sociai- 


JOHANNESBURG — Wito 
100.000 applicants awaiting 
screening or transportation in 
Britain alone. South Africa con- 
tinues to absorb European im- 
migrants. As a result of immi- 
gration toe white population of ' 
South Africa was increased by ' 
about 30,000 last year. The need 
for technicians and skilled work- 
men to accelerate South Africa’s 
development is a major reason 
for South Africa's immigration • 
policy. Another, though less 
publicized, one is toe desire to 
bolster toe ratio of whites to * 
blacks in the country’s prepon- 
derantly colored population. 
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In Today’s ‘New Family,’ 
Children Often Suffer 
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_ j- the son of scenes that Mr. Klein 

|I/| m3 J . !’ V was referring to when he men- 
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•j I By Richard Cohen 
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CAPTAIN! OBVIOUSLY 
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DESTROYING YOUU 
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: ployed New Hampshire shipyard 
J workers and another in which the 
i candidate meets with adults en- 
■ rolled in a literacy program. 

Both scenes are about an em- 
phasis on continuing education. 

Now, it just so happens that 
: in real life the real president has 
: an education program before 
^Congress, where it is going 
nowhere fast. Not only do the 
' .Republicans have an alternative 


- plan, but they happen to control 
Congress. The Republicans, not 

- the president, will determine 


the independent counsel's inves- 
tigation will go to Congress. 

Hearings may be held, im- 
peachment demanded. For Mr. 
Clinton, some rough days lie 
ahead. 

So the president, unlike any 
other president riding toward ius 
political sunset, is not going to 
have the luxury of keeping an eye 
on history. Instead, he is going to 
have to fceep an eye on his base 
— the very people who elected 
him. Significantly, that means 
women, especially feminists, 
and organized labor. 

The unions beat Mr. Clinton 
last year on “fast track” trade 
legislation and, at one time, the 
president accused some Demo- 
crats of caving in to union pres- 
sure. Now maybe he will cave in. 
He can ill afford to alienate some 
of the very people he is going to 
need if he gets into a fight for his 
survival. In addition, he needs 
union money to help him elect an 
impeachment-proof Congress. 

Similarly, it is not likely that 
the president will compromise 
with Republicans on legislation 


to fund either the United Nations 
or the International Monetary 
Fund if it means accepting even 
tepid anti-abortion language. 

In the view of some key Re- 
publicans, a deal could be made 
on IMF funding if only President 
Clinton would give just a bit on 
abortion language. 

But he won't, or he can't.. 
Leading feminists, after all, have 
stood by him, finding reasons 
why accusations of sexual har- 
assment are one thing for a Su- 
preme Court nominee, quite an- 
other thing for a president (How 
many feminists can dance on the 
head of a pin?) 

The irony is that Mr. Clinton's 
soaring approval ratings have al- 
most no meaning here in Wash- 
ington. Here his clout is vastly 


diminished and he remains a man 
preoccupied by a threat to his 
presidency so serious that he has 
invoked the Nixonian stall of ex- 
ecutive privilege. He last held a 
full-blown news conference on 
Feb. 6 — and that was a joint orte 
with Tony Blair, the British 
prime minister. 

Even at pholo-ops, the shouted 
questions are about Monica 
Lewinsky and related matters. 
This president, polls or no polls, 
is besieged and he must have left 
for Africa with a whoop of glee 
and a “whew" of relief. 

Tragedy-, as the Greeks knew, is 
created by a personal weakness. 

In Mr. Clinton's cose, that al- 
leged weakness has turned what 
could bave been a successful 
second term — an incredible 


BUU3wDy.com 

economy, a soaring stock market 
and a foreign policy that, 
whatever its faults, has not pro- 
duced a single American combat 
casualty — into a tragedy. 

The promise that Mr. Klein 
and some others discerned has 
come, as he virtually suggested 
in his book, to naught 
If you happen to be a Clinton- 
hater, then none of this matters 
very much. But if you t hink that 
those New Hampshire workers 
really do need continuing edu- 
cation and that adult literacy is 
important — that class size ought 
to be reduced and national test- 
ing instituted — then you can . 
appreciate that more than a 
man's reputation has been lost 
So has a once- bright promise. 

The Washington Post. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


OnGoning 

Regarding “ Common Sense 
About Cloning" (Opinion, March 


" 7 :'. Blair si.! T6) by Steve Jones: 

;.'.'n>erv3liva* '. Mr Innfts’s .arti 


fi .- 
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'••n>erv'3UV6i ••'Mr. Jones’s article suggests 
-ito tell ton t that scruples about human cloning 


is that s 
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least two objections of a different 
feature. 

i The basic principle of evolution 
is that species adapt to the ever- 
changing environment through 
fandom gene mutations. We are 
what we are because the survivor 


qualities of the fittest were trans- 
mitted to their progeny through 
their genes (along with random 
gene mutations). 

That we live longer today — 
more because of medical ad- 
vances than because of fitness — 
may be partly due to the fact that 
survival in file modem world is 
better ensured by brain than 
muscle. 

Cloning freezes this natural 
process, since genes are identi- 
cally copied from one individual 
to his or her offspring. The world, 
however, keeps changing. 

The second objection is social. 


One does not embark on a long 
and expensive research program 
without a fair idea of where it 
leads. I am not certain that the 
“extreme limit" conditions — 
one has to be prepared for the 
worst — of a clone society have 
been seriously studied. 

I agree that human cloning will 
not be stopped. What must be 
stopped are the hysterical con- 
demnations, from whatever pul- 
pit, that prevent a serene, meth- 
odological approach to such a 
sensitive topic. 

LUCIO MARGHERITA. 

Paris. 


Clinton’s Behavior 

Many Republicans appear 
taken aback by the American 
people's support for Bill Clinton 
and claim that once obstruction of 
justice has been shown such sup- 
port will vanish. 

This is wishful thinking. The 
American people perceive whar 
the politicians try to obfuscate 
when they liken. Mr. Clinton to 
Richard Nixon: that there is a 
world of difference between con- 
cealing criminal behavior and 
concealing legal behavior. 

If Mr. Clinton should deny un- 


der oath that he had eaten 10 hot 
dogs the night before, that should 
hardly be cause for impeach- 
ment. 

HENRY BLUMENFELD. 

Gif-sur-Yvette, France. 

E. J. Dionne ( “It's Time to Wrap 
Up the Capital Sideshow," Opin- 
ion, March 20) asks if we will 
spend the next 22 months talking 
about Mr. Clinton's sex life. 
Shouldn’t that be the next 34 
months, since the president’s term 
ends in January 2001? 

BERNARD SINSHEEMER. 

Boulogne, France. 


J woman” is on her way. She is 
assertive, climbing the corporate 
ladder, sharing the political, eco- 
nomic, social and cultural world 
with men. At long last she is be- 
ginning to be seen and heard in the 
corridors of power. 

In the vast continents of Asia 
and Africa, most people are 

MEANWHILE 

caught up in die daily struggle for 
Survival, unaware of the emer- 
gence of the new woman. But in 
the West she is ubiquitous. 

She is creating a new family 
culture that has not been fully 
grasped by society or social sci- 
entists. Yet its impact will strike us 
soon, catching us unprepared. 

The traditional family is dis- 
appearing in the middle class. In- 
stead of a family made up of 
breadwinning man and caregiver/ 
housekeeper woman, a bipolar 
structure of two breadwinners — 
supposedly equals — is emerging. 
But “equality" is tricky. 

Some women try to accomplish 
both roles, fulfilling the tradition- 
al obligations of mother, spouse, 
cook, housekeeper and sexual 
partner while at the same time 
holding a responsible job and 
competing in the marketplace. 

Other women capitalize on 
both worlds, expecting men to 
support them while they chant 
feminist slogans and demand that 
men share in the housework and in 
the upbringing of the children. 

The real victims of this new 
family culture are the children. 
While men aod women struggle to 
establish a new modus vivendi, 
children pay the price for the con- 
frontation. 

In the traditional family, the 
hierarchy was firmly established 
and the division of labor was 
clear. Now, the clash of two fam- 
ily heads demanding priority for 
their professional and personal in- 
terests breeds a culture of selfish- 
ness, which rocks the supportive 
structure essential for children's 
growth. 

In file conflict between the par- 
ents, the children ‘s needs are often 
dispensed with. Both parents are 
too busy with seff-fuinilment to 
attend to others, especially when 
those others happen to be children, 
who are unable to articulate their 
needs and demand their rights. 


Children, parked in nurseries 
from a very early age, often sec 
their parents for only an hour or 
two a day during' the week and on 
weekends. Some feel superfluous. ' 

New women, conditioned by 
feminist culture to give priority to; 
their own needs and interests, as' 
men do, find taking care of chil- 
dren more than they . can cope' 
with. They relegate this respon- 
sibility to whatever outside or' 
live-in help they can get. 

This new family culture is often 
discussed from a male point of 
view: how it affects a man's self- 
image and masculinity. Scam at- 
tention is paid to how it affects;, 
children and their future as adults. 

Feminists feel that the new 
woman should not be blamed for 
the consequences of age-old male 
dominance, which is now break-' 
mg down. They may be right. But 
should society rectify one wrong, 
by exchanging it for another? 

The writer, a professor of edu- 
cation policy at the Hebrew Uni-, 
versity of Jerusalem, contributed 
this comment to the International. 
Herald Tribune. 

Good Day Care 

R ESEARCH on U.S. day care 
has produced a shocking re- 
port card. The quality of care in' 
the majority of centers is poor to 
mediocre. 

We know the ingredients that 
lead to high quality: better staff-' 
to-child ratios, staff education, 
specialized training and improved 
teacher wages. 

For too long, the debate has- 
centered on whether day care is 
good or bad for children. 

The debate is over. Recent fed- 
eral research has shown that chil- 
dren who receive high-quality day 
care are no different from children 
raised at home. 

The challenge to the United 
States is not whether we should 
have day care for our youngest ; 
citizens, or whether the federal 
government should be in thebusi-' 
ness of providing day care, but 
how well we can do it. 

— Michael D. Kaplan, a 
professor of ch ild psychiatry at . 
Yale's Child Study Center, 
commenting in The Hartford , 
(Connecticut) Courant. 
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U.S. Plays Anti-Libya Card in Prague 

Americans Are Warned Not to Stay at 2 Hotels Linked to Tripoli 


By Peter S. Green 

Intemmimal Herald Tribune 


warning a year ago when Corinthia prohibits any contact with Libyan or- 
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PRAGUE — Two of Prague's top 
hotels have been-blacklisted by the U.S. 
government because they have been pur- 
chased by a company with purported 
links to die government of Libya, and 
American travelers have been warned 
that they could face c riminal penalties if 
they stay at them. 

“ . The Hotel Forum and the Hotel Pan- 
orama were bought this week by the 
-Corinthia Group, a Maltese company 
with a Libyan partner. 

An advisory issued by the U.S. Em- 
bassy in Prague said die United States 
considered the Corinthia Group, and 
'therefore its hotels, to be the property of 
'the Libyan government 

The United States made a similar 


bought a hotel in Budapest 
The company owns, hotels in Malta, 
Turkey, Tunisia and Hungary, as well as 
five other hotels in the Czech Republic. 
The Middle East Economic Digest has 
reported that the chairman of Corinthia, 
Alfred Pisani, plans to build a $9 million, 
300-bed hotel in Tripoli, Libya's capital 
The U.S. Embassy said American 
travelers and companies could be pros- 
ecuted for eating at, staying in or doing 
business with any hotels owned by Cor- 
inthia. The same penalties apply to a 
travel agency owned by die company, 
Czech International Travel 
The embassy said: "Financial trans- 
actions with those establishments, in- 
cluding payment for lodging and meals, 
are prohibited by the Libyan Sanctions 
Regulations," an American law that 


Robber Who Used False Ads Gets 15 Years 


Reuters 

NEW YORK — A man who lured 
foreign businessmen to New York 
through newspaper advertisements for 
blue jeans only to rob them has been 
sentenced to 15 years in prison, the 
Bronx district attorney's office said. 

Nelson Merlino of die Bronx 
pleaded guilty this month to four 
counts of robbery, three in- connection 
with a trio of Israeli businessmen lured 
to New York by advertisements 
placed in the International Herald 
Tribune soliciting large orders of 
U.S.-made blue jeans from overseas 
clothing importers. 

When the businessmen came to a 


warehouse in November 1996 to close 
the deal with Mr. Merlino, they were 
bound and robbed at gunpoint of 
$38,180 in cash and a watch worth 
$7,000, the district attorney’s office 
said Monday. He was sentenced to 15 
years in prison, to run concurrently 
with a term he is already serving on a 
weapons charge. 

Mr. Merlino was also found guilty 
of a 1995 knifepoint robbery of a 
Danish businessman after the two ar- 
gued about die price of a shipment of 
blue jean$. 

Mr. Merlino followed the man into 
his motel room and robbed him of 
510,000 in cash. 


ganizatiOQS. "U.S. persons, organiza- 
tions or businesses violating this pro- 
hibit! cm may be subject to criminal and 
civil penalties under U.S. law." 

The Hotel Forum is popular with busi- 
nessmen and upscale tour groups. Pres- 
ident George Bush stayed there when he 
visited Prague in 1990 and U.S. Com- 
merce Secretary William Daley stayed 
there in January, just before die hotel 
was sold- to Corinthia. 

A spokeswoman for the Treasury De- 
partment in Washington said Corinthia 
was on a list of companies or people die 
United States contends are acting on 
behalf of the Libyan government But 
she said the United States was not plan- 
ning mass arrests of American tourists in 
Corinthia-owned hotels. 

“We are trying to stop the Corinthia 
Group, which we have determined is 
acting on behalf of the Libyan gov- 
ernment from receiving financial ben- 
efit from U.S. citizens," said the spokes- 
woman, Beth Weaver. "It’s not the 
individual traveler." 

The United States tightened its re- 
strictions on doing business with Libya 
after investigators linked the 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am airliner over Lock- 
erbie, Scotland, to agents working for the 
secret service of Moammar Gadhafi. 

The UN Security Council has re- 
quired all member states to freeze any 
assets owned or controlled by the Libyan 
government or any Libyan entity. 

Christopher Smith, a lawyer in Prague 
with Lovell, White & Durand, which 
represented Corinthia in the deal, said 
Mr P isani objected “strenuously’’ to the 
embassy warning, saying the group has 
only "a minority Libyan shareholder." 
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Janet Museveni, the wife of the Ugandan president, bolding a parasol 
over Mr. Clinton on Tuesday while they watched schoolchildren dance. 


IRAQ: ‘Father’ of Germ Weapons Is Jailed 


Continued from Page 1 


might have obtained such a document 

As for the papers Mr. Hindawi was 
reportedly holding, Iraqi officials said 
they had turned them over to the UN 
Special Commission, which is charged 
with disarming the country of nuclear, 
chemical biological and other weapons 
of mass destruction. But the documents 
have not proved useful to UN inspectors, 
who had already obtained copies of most 
of them. 

Mr. Hamdoon said Mr. Hindawi was 
available to be interviewed by UN rep- 
resentatives at any point and noted that 
the inspectors had already spoken to him 
“dozens of times." 

But Mr. Tucker said Mr. Hindawi 
; would never be able to talk freely in a 
-prison and stressed the importance of 
debriefing him in a neutral setting. UN 
inspectors have seized hundreds of thou- 
sands of pages of Iraqi documents 
through their inspections across the 
country, but they need insiders, he said, 
to put together pieces of the germ 
weapons puzzle. 

The 1995 defection of President Sad- 
dam Hussein’s son-in-law. Lieutenant 
General Hussein Kamel gave the in- 
spectors their biggest breakthroughs in 
1 understanding the Iraqi germ program. 
[(General Kamel was killed after he re- 
turned to Baghdad.) Western officials 
had hoped teat Mr. Hindawi could 


Baghdad Denies 
Report It Planned 
To Poison Britain 


The Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — Iran denied ac- 
cusations in Britain ou Tuesday that 
it had threatened to smuggle deadly 
anthrax to the United Kingdom. 

A tabloid. The Sun, reported that 
President Saddam Hussein plotted 
to flood Britain with the toxin. The 
newspaper theorized that tee toxin 
could be hidden in duty-free bottles 
of alcohol, cosmetics, cigarette 
lighters and perfume sprays. 

The newspaper reported teat a 
March 18 intelligence document 
contended that the Iraqi government 
had plotted to smuggle large quan- 
tities of anthrax into “hostile coun- 
tries." 

A spokeswoman for the office of 
Prime Minister Tony Blair con- 
firmed Monday that tee document 
was authentic. 

As a result, Britain's air and sea 
ports have been put on alert, tee 
spokeswoman said. 

A minister at the Home Office, 
Mike O'Brien, said Tuesday on the 
BBC that he did not believe “there 
is any imminent threat to Britain, 
but from time to time in this dan- 
gerous world, there are warnings 
which our very capable security ap- 
paratus is able to respond to.” 

"We’re vigilant,” Mr. O’Brien 
said. "But there are certainly no 
for scaremongering over 
or for frightening people. This 
is not the first terrorist warning teat 
we've had and I suspect it wou’t be 
the last, and we are able to deal with 
these things.” 

He added that there was no "like- 
lihood that Saddam or Saddam’s 
agents would be likely to put the 
anthrax in duty-frees in tee vague 
hope that some British tourists 
would pick it up.” 

Colonel Terry Taylor, a former 
weapons inspector for the United Na- 
tions who last year uncovered ev- 
idence of a biological weapons pro- 
gram, agreed that it was difficult to 
deliver anthrax in a dangerous form. 

“If it was really being sent like 
this, in bottles, it's quite difficult to 
keep alive and to get it out in a form 
that might actually kill somebody," 
he said. 


provide similarly valuable testimony. 

Mr. Tucker said tee United Nations 
could weU learn more from a candid 
interview with Mr. Hindawi than from 
tee inspections of presidential sites that 
the United Nations is now planning. 

The arrest comes at a delicate moment 
in relations between die United Nations 
and Iraq. 

The United States nearly went to war 
last month to gain tee inspectors access 
to germ plants and sites that contain 
information about them. Since teen the 
United Nations has started to test Mr. 
Saddam's pledge to permit tee inspec- 
tion of presidential sites and other sen- 
sitive places. 

Richard Butler, chairman of tee spe- 
cial commission, arrived in Baghdad on 
Sunday to plan the first inspection of 
such sites by a special group of scientific 
inspectors and UN diplomats. 

Mr. Butler could not be reached for 
comment on tee arrest or on whether he 
intended to raise die issue with Iraq. But 
Western officials in New York said Iraq 
had disclosed Mr. Hindawi’s arrest (o a 
team of UN inspectors at meetings that 
opened last week in Vienna. 

Iraqi officials asserted teat Mr. Hin- 
dawi was fleeing to an unidentified 
"rogue" nation and described his arrest 
as part of its effort to prevent tee pro- 
liferation of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. One senior Western official dis- 
missed that claim as “laughable.” 

Details about Mr. Hindawi’s career are 
sketchy. A microbiologist by training, he 
earned his doctorate from Mississippi 
State University in Starkville in 1969. 
Associates said he speaks fluent English. 

Iraq is said to have begun its germ 
weapons program in the early 1970s. 
The effort went poorly, and some of 
those involved were imprisoned by tee 
government. 

In 1983, weapons inspectors say, Mr. 
Hindawi wrote a secret report teat out- 
lined for top officials of the ruling Ba ’ate 
Party how tee program could be turned 
into a major military asset with large- 
scale production of weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The paper, written when Iraq was los- 
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AN OPEC MEMBER RUNNING DRY — Cars and trucks waiting in line for fuel at the Nigerian capital, 
Abuja. Nigeria, a member of the oil cartel OPEC, has been suffering a fuel shortage for a week. 


“very carefully** to President Yqweri 
Museveni -of Uganda earlier in tee day 
when the two leaders met; and Mr. 
Mhseveni discussed "tee history qf 
Africa, the history of Uganda, the figure, 
what mistakes had been made in* the 
past!*. * ” 

the worst sin America ever 
about Africa,” 1 Mr. Clinton f 
said, "was tee sin of neglect aiid ig- 
norance.” , ■ 1 

He added, "We have never been as ] 
involved in working together for dor J 
mutual benefit, for your children andfor I 

ours as we should have been.’ ’ 

Mr. ..Clintoh was speaking at the 
Mukono village school nestled amid ba- 
nana trees and coffee plants outside 
Kampala. The president and Hillary Rod- 
ham Clinton, escorted by Mr. Museveni 
and his wife, Janet, were greeted tty 
sctoolcfaSdreniuboUiaiif pink uniforms, 
who clapped and sang a welcome. 

■ Inside the school, tee children demon- 
strated their education by naming the 
U.S. president, and pointing to the 
United States and Uganda on a map. 

" Congratulations on your lessons, 
very impressive,” Mr. Clinton - said. 
“Thank you for making me feel so wel- 
come.’’ The Clintons and die Musevenis 
later joined some of tee children in a 
dance/ 

Mr. Clinton also used the occasion to 
announce proposals far $182 million in 
aid programs for education, health and 
improved food security for Africa. The 
proposals included a $120 million as- 
sistance program for African schools 
and universities, a $61 milli on Africa- 
wide program aimed at improving qual- 
ity, safety and distribution of crops, and 
a new $1 million grant to fight malaria 
and other infectious diseases. 

Earlier Tuesday, Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Museveni met privately for about 30 
minutes, and then as part of larger bi- 
lateral delegations. Mr. Clinton said he 
had spoken about trade and investment 
with Mr. Museveni, whose market-ori- 
ented economic reforms have woo U.S. 
praise as a role model for Africa, and 
discussed “improving political condi- 
tions.'’ •’ 

A U.S. official speaking at the Nile 
Conference Center in Kampala where 
tee traveling White House press corps 
was housed, said tee United States 
would continue to press Uganda to open 
up its- “no-party" political system. But 
he said the country had made significant 
progress toward democracy under Mr. 
Museveni who took power in 1986 after 
the murderous regimes of Idi Amin and 
MU ton Obote. 

"He’s made a lor of progress,” tee 
official said. “This place was a disaster. 

In tee basement of this building people 
were tortured to death by tee hun- 
dreds.” 

Mr. Clinton also struggled to keep the 
Monica Lewinsky sex scandal from in- 
truding on his role as a statesman, idling 
reporters at a photo session that the issue 
should only be discussed “back 
home." 
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CLINTON: Just by Visiting, the President Shouts African Countries Some Rare Respect 


Continued from Page 1 


equate. Transportation links among Af- 
rican countries remain primitive. 

That is a formula certain to worry 
potential foreign investors. They want 
predictability and order, which are hard 
to guarantee even in tee new Africa. 

The chosen White House instrument 
is tee Africa Growth and Opportunity 
Act, which tee House of Representatives 
approved this monte. Senate action is 
pending. 

The legislation forms tee background 
of this trip. It seeks to promote tee pri- 
vatization of government enterprises 
across Africa, with sales of state assets 
open to all comers, including foreigners. 
In return, African countries could export 
to tee United States without tee 


hindrance of tariffs or quotas. Critics 
argue teal the act would allow foreign 
corporations to buy African resources at 
fire-sale prices and exploit low-wage 
African labor. 

“This bill nakedly and unqualifiedly 
promotes the interests of American busi- 
ness.” said one vocal foe, Randall 
Robinson of the lobbying group Trans A- 
frica. “It should be called the African 
recolonization act, because tee United 
States and Europe have tee money and 
would grab the assets." 

Mr. Clinton has chosen an itinerary 
that will take him to countries tee ad- 
ministration sees as success stories — 
countries described in .carefully mod- 
ulated terras by Susan Rice, tee influ- 
ential assistant secretary of state for Af- 
rican affairs, as "pretty good 


performers, economically and political- 
ly, all things considered.” 

One aim, she said in an interview in 
Washington, is to show Americans “tee 
side of Africa that’s not bodies floating 
down rivers." 

The president himself was less 
guarded in remarks broadcast 
throughout tee continent before his ar- 
rival talkin g of “an Africa whose polit- 
ical and economic accomplishments 
grow more impressive each monte." 

Thar is a ve 

It excludes 
soldiers died five years ago trying to end 
chaos and famine: it still has no gov- 
ernment. It excludes Angola, where the 
United States is promoting peace ne- 
gotiations teat have not brought peace. 

It excludes the Congo, although Mr. 


Clinton wflT meet with its leader. 
Lament Kabila, during a stop in Uganda. 
Mr. Kabila seems to be drifting into tee 
cruel and corrupt pattern of tee man he 
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tee schedule came only after a heated 
argument in tee administration. £ 

Most important, it excludes Nigeria, 
which, with South Africa, is tee most Hl #*grv. , 
important country in sub-Saharan Africa 
impressive each month." in tenns of population and resources. V • Side fau - 

very carefully edited Africa. Administration officials speak eaten- u * ^*0© by 

es Somalia, where 18 U.S. siastically about what Mr. Cunton called 9tld Cole Portt>r 

“the new face of Africa” and about a mr 
new breed of democratically inclined r.,, .. , - 5r, e Kirr 
leaders. Bat Mr. Moose, warning tear tee 
picture is spotty, describes such com- 
ments as "a pretty thin batter they’re 
spreading.” 
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surrendered to weapons investigators, MALAYSIA: Major Drive Against Rlegal Immigrants From Indonesia Is Under Why 

but Iraqi officials have told tee United J 


Nations that it had a huge impact 
Within a year, tee Iraqi officials said, 
tee regime ordered the airectors'of tee 
poison-gas program to create a separate 
gam weapons research complex at a site 


Continued from Page 1 


called A1 Mutbanna. Designated a pres- 
idential priority, tee project at A1 Mute- 
anna was exempted from tee usual 


Djectat A1 
from 

spending and personnel constraints, Iraqi 
scientists have told former inspectors. 

Mr. Hindawi has told associates that 
he joined the effort only because he 
believed his country was in danger of 
being defeated by Iran. 

Iraq has told the inspectors that at 
various times from 1989 to 1991. Mr. 
Hindawi was tee managing director of 
A1 Hakam, the sprawling complex that 
became Iraq’s primary germ weapons 
production installation. 

Scientists at Al Hakam made tons of 
anthrax, which was loaded at another 
site into bombs and missile warheads. 
Mr. Hindawi was said to have left his job 
as a consultant to the weapons program 
in late 1989 or early 1990, shortly before 
tee Golf War, 

Former 

was removed from his post at Al Hakam 
after quarreling with senior officials 
over financial irregularities in tee pro- 


staying, to prison sentences and ca n i n g, 
tee Sunday Times reported. 

“We are literally a nation besieged, 
and a lot of manpower and resources have 
to be deployed to block their entry until 
tee waves of such immigra nts subside,’ ’ 
the newspaper quoted the unidentified 
prosecutor in tee case as having sa id. 

Earlier this monte, Singapore’s prime 
minister, Goh Chock Tong, expressed con- 
cern over tee immig rants. “If we see them 
in large numbers, the situation is going to 
destabilize Malaysia and Singapore." he 
told a German newspaper in an interview. 

In Malaysia,* in addition to eight boat 
skippers sentenced to be caned cm Monday, 
tee police have used the country’s Internal 
Security Act, which allows authorities to 
hold suspects without trial, for those 

thought to be harboring illegal aliens. 

Analysts say teat Malaysia 
profile anti-illegal immigrant campaign 


which is widely covered on television 
and is featured daily on newspaper front 
pages, is as much an effort to turn back 
boatloads of illegal immigrants as it is to 
prevent others from ever launching. 

“If we’re pussyfooting and not sure what 
we're going to do, that will lead to more 
people coming, because they will think they 
can get away with it," said Abdul Razak 
Abdallah Baginda. executive director of the 
Malaysian Strategic Research Cento:, a 
government-linked think tank. 

For many Indonesians, the incentives 
to leave their country are great. Hundreds 
of thousands have lost their jobs as the 
country’s financial crisis has mounted. 
And even those with jobs would be likely 
to earn several times more money in such 
countries as Malaysia or Singapore. 

Not only are wages higher in those 
countries, but both the Malaysian ringgit 


Indonesians repatriating their salaries. 

For years, Indonesians came to Malay- 
sia to work in the construction industry or 
plantation sector, or as maids. During the 
recent boom years, a labor shortage re- 
quired Malaysia to import hundreds of 
thousands or foreign workers. Today, 
there are about 2 million foreign workers 
in tee country, making up about 20 per- 
cent of the total work force. 

“We needed them.” said Mr. Razak. 
“We knew they were illegal workers, 
but they were putting up our buildings. It 
was adilemma we had to live with for 15 
years.” 

Foreign workers were helping change 
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"Now te ere are only some 3,000 left, 
and tee problem is expected to be solved i fc '' " eaDyl 
with more operations,” he told tee of- m 2 & Wed 
ficial Bemama news agency on Tues- 
day, referring to periodic police sweeps 

that have netted more than 1,000 people i ,. j([ can +44 17t 


the face of modem Malaysia, supplying 

for such 


almost all tee low-cost labor 
large-scale projects as tee Kuala Lum- 
pur International Airport. Once there 
were 25.000 illegal immigrants working 


since January. 

With the onset of the regional finan- 
cial crisis last year, tee Malaysian gov- 
ernment said teat as many as a million 
foreign workers could be sent home. 

Indonesia has vowed to help wite the 
operations. Last week, the Indonesian for- 
eign minis ter, Ali Alatas, said that Jakarta 
would send navy ships to help repatriate 
17,000 illegal workers held in Malaysia. 

"We will werit together with Malaysia 
in dealing wite the repatriations," he s?id. 
But with Indonesia’s economy in shambles, 
Jakarta’s participation coaid be limited. 

‘ * We know the Indonesian authorities 


inspectors said Mr. Hindawi RUSSIA: Yeltsin Gives Foreign and Defense Ministers a Reprieve 

ed from his Dost at Al Hakam 0 *■' MT 
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gram. He was sent to a university in up chronic wage and pension arrears, but 
Baghdad, where be has taught since. Mr. Chernomyrdin’s govern 


■ Talks Leave Butler Optimistic 

Mr. Butler ended two days of talks in 
Iraq on Tuesday by praising its new 
mood of cooperation, which he said 
could help him swiftly finish his work. 


Reuters reported from Baghdad. 
Sutler s 



Mr. Butler said his talks with Deputy 
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz had shown a 
welcome change from their last rancor- 
ous meeting, in January: “Today was a 
light-year different," He said progress 
had been made toward accounting for 
missile warheads and chemical agents 
teat Iraq says it has destroyed. 


government failed 
to resolve the poblem. 

Mr. Yeltsin decision to turn his gov- 
ernment upside down has not been frilly 
explained, and on Tuesday fingerpoint- 
ing continued. Newspapers that back 
Mr. Chernomyrdin targeted Boris 
Berezovsky, an industrialist, as the plot- 
ter, while Mr. Berezovsky's television 
channel mocked those who put him at 
tee center of tee action. 


■ Warnings of Instability Ahead 

Many liberal commentators warned 
thai Mr. Yeltsin’s cabinet purge could 
destabilize Russia just as the economy 


starts to rebound The Associated Press 
reported from Moscow. 

"The political crisis in Russia will 
slow down tee fulfillment of the goals 
set out by Viktor Chernomyrdin's gov- 
ernment, such as promoting economic 
growth, curbing inflation and carrying 
out tax and social reform." tee liberal 
daily Segodnya said. 

The reasons for Mr. Yeltsin’s move 
remained obscure, but many commen- 
tators said a central motivation could 
have been his awareness of Mr. 
Chernomyrdin's growing political am- 
bitions. Backing that view, tee pro-gov- 
ernment Our Home Is Russia party said 
Tuesday that Mr. Chernomyrdin would 
most, likely be their candidate for pres- 
ident in tee 2000 election. Mr. 


Chernomyrdin “could become a uni- 
fying figure,” said tee party’s deputy 
chief. Vladimir Ryzhkov. 

But others suggested that Mr. 
Chernomyrdin's dismissal would be the 
effective end of his political career, because 
he has been so closely tied to tee president 
that he will be unable to rally support on his 

owa “We can pronounce the once-super- 
powerful premier politically dead,” said 
the business daily Kommersant. 

Mr: Ryzhkov noted that "the entire 
political situation in Russia will change” 
if Mr. Yeltsin seeks a third term. There has 
been speculation tear he might do so if the 
Constitutional Court rules teat his first 
term, which began under the old Soviet 
Constitution, does not count toward Rus- 
sia’s two-ierm limit. 


Rome Offers aBill 
To Cut Workweek 


Reuters 

ROME — The Italian govern- 
ment approved a draft bill Tuesday 
to cut the workweek to 35 horns 
from 40 hours by 2001, Industry 
Minister Pierluigi Bersani said. 

The bill, which tee center-left 
government promised in a bid to 
satisfy its far-left allies from tee 
Refounded Communist Party but 
which has been rejected by employ- 
ers, now goes to the lower house, the 
Chamber of Deputies. If approved 
there, where Prime Minister Ro- 
mano Prodi’s government relies on 
tee former Communists for its ma- 
jority. tee bill goes to tee Senate. 
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Spring is the perfect season to discover London 
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vif" t' ; -‘"*ou!d t T on ^° n comes alive in the springtime, when its royal 

i, _ . C iinL- a V * v * I , and gardens are in bloom and tourists and city- 
~ ' V J ■ y-i* .tysaU, a, T ike to riverside attractions along tire 

" - ' ^ Oo1 ■ 8 ‘ Thames. With its huge array of theaters, musqums, galleries 

restaurants, pubs, special exhibitions and shopping venues’ 
spring is also the time to explore the city's neighborhoods on 
foot, away from the crowds and bustle of traffic. Visitors can 
discover for themselves “the New Britain,” with its em- 
phasis on contemporary art and design, as well as taking in its 
historical sites. 

Royal attractions 

Buckingham ‘Palace, the Houses of Parliament and West- 
minster Abbey provide perfect starting points for visiting St 
James's Park, Green Park, Hyde Park and Kensington Gar- 
dens. with their boat rides, outdoor cafes. royal galleries and 
magnificent displays of spring flowers. There’s a chance to 
feed the ducks, geese and rare birds or eyen enjoy a leisurely 
picnic on the lawn. St. James's Park adjoins the Horse Guards 
Parade, where the Changing of the Guard is staged each 
morning at 1 1 A.M. From May 1 8 to 20, there is also the 
Trooping of the Colour at 10 A.M. in preparation for the 
Queen's birthday celebrations. 
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Trafalgar Square— siteof Neison'sCbhmvj— is swvimded by history buikfoigs, such as SI Martin in the Reid md the NatnnaiGaliefy. 
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Along the Thames 

The River Thames is also a great source of activities. The 
annual Oxfoni-Cambridgc Boat Race, which runs from Putney 
Bridge to Mortlakc. is being held on March 28 at 1:15 P.M. 

Riverboats are available from Westminster Pier in the 
center of the city to Richmond and Kew. Richmond Park, 
west of London, offers rich wildlife in 2,000 acres of 
grassland. Nearby are the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew. 
where exotic greenhouses and 10 different climatic zones 
house one of the world’s greatest collections of exotic 
flowers, trees and shrubs. A slightly longer excursion takes 
the visitor farther up the Thames to Hampton Court, Henry 
VIII's magnificent Tudor Palace set in extensive gardens. 

The riverboat also travels east to Tower Bridge and foe 
Tower of London, which spans 900 years of British history. 
Once past foe famous Beefeater guards, the visitor has a 
choice of seeing foe Crown Jewels, foe Royal Armories and 
Traitor’s Gate. Tower Bridge's elevators operate up to 10 
times a day, from 1 0 A.M. to 6:30 P.M. including weekends, 
and provide a magnificent panoramic view of foe city, (closed 
on Good Friday.) 

Farther east, again via riverboat, is historic Greenwich. . 
which 2 million tourists visit each year. It has been chosen as 
foe focal point for Britain's millennium celebrations. The 
world’s last surviving tea clipper, foe Cutty Sark, is a short 
walk from foe pier, as is the National Maritime Museum, the 
Palladian-style Queen’s House (designed by Inigo Jones in 
1616 for Queen Anne of Denmark) and foe Old Royal 
Observatory, built by Sir Christopher Wren in 1675 on the 
Greenwich Meridien. 

All are set in Greenwich fork, London’s oldest royal park, 

■ ' with its formal gardens, rolling hills and a small boating lake, 

J ; Lfo1MLlrf 


Dogs, foe City of London and foe West End. Back at foe pier, 
en elevator takes the visitor down to the Brunei Tunnel, 
which crosses under the Thames to Island Gardens, where it 
connects with the Docklands Light Railway. 

The New London 

The elevated link is one of foe best ways to see the “new'' 
London of postmodern buildings — including foe 800-foot 
Canary Wharf office tower — bridges, marinas, tidal basins 
and cafe-lined quays that have replaced the 1 8th- and 19th- 
century docks. The Visitors’ Center, near Crossharbour 
station, can arrange guided tours. 

The railway is also an excellent way to return west for a 


Cathedral, parts of which are surrounded by the ancient 
Roman-built London Wall. It is home to narrow Dickensian 
alleyways and mews, Georgian houses and a range of 
Victorian pubs. 

The huge Barbican arts complex provides a range of 
waterside restaurants and cafes, suitable for all the family, as 
well as a conservatory of exotic plants, film, theater, concerts 
by the London Symphony Orchestra and exhibitions of 
contemporary art, sculpture and design. Its special theme this 
year is “Inventing America,” and tickets to these events, 
which include showings of classic Hollywood movies and 
Broadway musicals from April 4 to April 19, are available at 
a special discount price. • 


The Treasures of 
Russia, Vintage 
Cars and More 

A look at London’s cornucopia of museums 


N ew exhibits this spring included foe opening on March 
19 of four newly restored rooms ai the National 
Gallery. On foe same day, foe Royal Academy opened 
“The Art of Holy Russia, "which runs until June 14 and 
includes superb icons. “Bonnard," featuring nearly 1 00 works, 
continues until May 17 ar the Tate Gallery. “Watercolors" by 
Turner starts on May S at The British Museum. The museum’s 
other major exhibition this spring is “Rimpa from the Idemitsu 
Collection, Tokyo," beginning May 13. More than 70 ex- 
amples of foe 1 7 th -century Japanese art form will be displayed, 
including paintings* calligraphy and ceramics. ’ - 

The Victoria and Albert Museum is celebrating foe cos- 
tumes and textiles of Pakistan in “Colors of the lndu” until 
March 29. It will be followed from April 9 to mid-July by the 
E “Power of the Poster," with works ranging from classic 
§ Toulouse- Lautec images to the controversial advertisements 
for Benetton. 

' At foe Science Museum and the Natural History Museum, 
visitors can view a dinosaur exhibit, play “The Human 
Biology" game or take a voyage of discovery in “Visions of 
Earth.” For car and design enthusiasts, the Design Museum 
near Tower Bridge is opening "Ferdinand Porsche,’* from 
April 9 till the end of August 

Museum buffs will be interested in foe London White 
Card, which offers entry discounts to all the city's museums. 
Call 0171 734-4555 for information. • 
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Shopping Emporium to the World 

Whether you ’re looking for Stilton cheese or Italian design, London s got it. 
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the BOC , 

covgnt garden 
stival 

of opera & music theatre 

23 May - 6 June 1998 
8oxoffice0171 420 0171 

Highlights include 

• Side by Side by Leonard Bernstein 
and Cole Porter 

with Rebecca Caine, Kim Criswell, Simon Green. 

Tracey Welbom, John McGlinn. John Mauceri 

Sun 24 & Sun 31 May 

Die Fledermaus 

new production by Music Theatre. London 
Sat 23 May - Sat 6 June 

Handel’s Samson 

performed by The Sixteen 
Tue 2 & Wed 3 June 

For a free brochure call +44 171 405 7555 
Visit our web site http://unvw.cgf.co.uk 
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egent’s Street, Bond Street High 
Street Kensington and Knights- 
, bridge are world renowned 
shopping sites in London. Harrods, 
Liberty and Foitnum & Mason are 
among foe most famous emporia: Har- 
rod’s Food Hall is a must for those 
seeking the best in smoked salmon, 
Stilton cheese and English shortbread as 
well as more exotic offerings. Those 
interested in unusual carpets and rugs 
should visit Liberty’s Uzbek Carpet Ex- 
hibition at foe end of April. 

Most Londoners settle for Oxford 
Street, where department stores like 
Marks & Spencer, John Lewis and Brit- 
ish Home Stores abound, often with 
reasonable prices for a range of house- 


hold goods, clothes, cosmetics, jewelry, 
toys and electronic equipment 

New designer boutiques on or near 
Regent Street include L’Occitane, 
Gymboree, Karen Millcn, Adolfo 
Dominquez and EmmanueJle Schvili, 
as well as Moschino's flagship store on 
Conduit Street 

Garrards & Co., foe Crown Jew- 
ellers, Hamleys, Austin Reed, Burberry, 


an appetite overtakes you during a 
shopping foray, head for Lola's in The 
Mall above the antiques arcade or 
choose from scores of other acclaimed 
restaurants farther along Upper Street in 
Islington. South of the Thames, near 
Tower Bridge, design guru Sir Terence 
Conran’s Gastrodome boasts five ex- 
cellent eateries featuring French, Italian 
and other international cuisines, along 


The Scotch House, Aquascutum, Lil- with London specialties and fine wines 


lywbites; Waterford and Wedgewood, 
Crabtree & Evelyn and Dolland & 
Aitehinson all have warrants to supply 
the Royal Household. 

For antiques, there is Portobello 
Road and, on Wednesdays and Sat- 
urdays. Camden Passage in Islington. If 


m a waterside setting. Bonhams, 
Christie’s and Sotheby’s also hold reg- 
ular auctions of antiques and decorative 
arts in the spring. 

Christie’s in South Kensington is 
planning its first-ever sale of postwar 
Italian design on June 3-. • 


Celebrating 

Springtime 

Festivals bring out the city’s top talents. 


F 


estivals of music and art are a vital part of spring in 
London. This year, foe Covent Garden Festival (0171 
420-0171) is being held from May 23 to June 6 and 
consists of more than 90 performances in 16 venues. 

Highlights include an irreverent and entertaining pro- 
duction of Johann Strauss's operetta “Die Fledermaus” by 
foe Music Theater London. Two performances of Handel's 
“Samson" are also planned, along with a “Broadway Hall of 
Fame” special produced in collaboration with foe BBC. It 
will celebrate foe musical genius of Leonard Bernstein and 
Cole Porter. 

Other events include 1930s cabaret songs, including foe 
masterpiece “Happy End” by Kurt Weill and Bertolt Brecht, 
performed by foe German singer Eva Meier, accompanied by 
Belgium’s Muziektheater Transparent! The venues, including 
foe Savoy Hotel, the National Gallery and foe Palace Theater, 
are all situated near the old flower market, which now houses 
cafes, restaurants and shops. 

The South Bank arts complex houses the Royal Festival 
Hall (0171 960-4242), the Queen Elizabeth Hall, foe Na- 
tional Film Theater and the Museum of the Moving Image, as 
well as waterside restaurants, cafes and fairs. A festival of 
contemporary music will be held there in April and May, with 
a series of concerts by foe Philharmonia Orchestra and a 
performance of a new score by one of Britain’s most 
celebrated talents, Mark Antony Tumage. • 


London: 

Whereto Find It 

> London Tourist Board Web site: www.LondonTown.com 
» What's on this week: 0839 123400 

t What’s on in next three months: 0839 123401 
i Museums: 0839 123429 

> Current exhibitions: 0839 123403 

i Getting around London: 0839 123430 
i River boats and trips: 0839 123432 
i Guided tours and walks: 0839 123431 
i Greenwich: 0839-123482 
i Famous houses & gardens: 0839 123483 
Day trips from London: 0839 123484 
Popular attractions: 0839 123480 
What's on for children: 0839-123404 
London theaters: 0839 123434 
Booking theater tickets: 0839 123438 
Hotel booking hotline: 0171 932-2020 
Restaurant information: 0839 123485 


The Longorf Hotel 

and Apartments, Bantpstead, 
Your dt&BU Edianntinn ngtfenq- n Union 

Siruaied in a quid reshfcaliaJ sub- 
urb of the fashionable Hampsicd 
Village, (he Langorf Hotel and 
Apartments are a 5-minute walk 
from- the Finchley Road under- 
ground, and only 10 minutes from 
die Wist End. Comfortable, well 
equipped Hotel bedroom plus 2 & 2 
bedroom Apartments with 24 hours 
Hotel reception. 

20 Frognal, Hampstead 
London NW36AG 
Tel: 0171 794 4483 


WIHBlfOON 
TENNIS 

Best seats avail- 
able from Britain’s lead- 
ing sports, travel and 
entertainment group. 

FAX Abbey Leisure Group 

+44(0)171233 6384 


Bertie 

Golightly 

Designers Clothes 
Samples and nearly new 

48, Beauchamp Place, 
London Sw3 
Tel: 0171-584 7270 



■■i Tumblers ■■ 
& Downstairs at the 
Phoenix (Theatre) 
EngBsh aiteioe 

Downstairs at the phoenix. Smsred 
in die original dresinR turns of die 
feouus PKena thane were Ltwrence 

Oiw trade he the thsant 

har can stiO by dabs iu many a famu 
visaur taking alvanrajj: d tbe wfccov 
mg ammsphere and harpy bextr exnava- 
ggraa starring tirci 5 pjnJ 
Tumblers is siruartd n Kensington 
opposite dw heaerful pahee aij Afcen 
Hal Unique sunrunJinfp indnJmg 
Bank vault Jooss make Tinnhlets an 
a mnq i iri ic pbee taaepand enjoy na- 
ifaanal English cuisine ar welcoming 
prices. Happy hour from 5 p.iu. 

For further information and 
booking contact: 

TeL- +00 44 17 1 258 3053 
Pax: +00 44 171 706 0239 



treal 

in London 

Situated in a quiet Residential 
Street in So mh Kensington 
We o&er 24 ararunems ranging 
from 1-3 bedrooms. 

Eadt aparUDcm h 2 S a fuUr equipped 
idtcben/icccpiiun Maid 
sariceAaidlilrTV 
24 hour reception with fax 
and bunary sendee. 

The perfect alternative to Hotel 
accommodation for the visiting 
family or business person 
Comparative nics-privacy and ideal 
location, Kmghtsbndgc, Museums, 
and die Exhibition Hafts at Eads 
court/Olympia make Coflingham 
Gardens the ideal borne from home 
CoHmghzm Serviced Apartaests 

Rir rates aod broctae phase contact 
26-27 CoBMmd Garfera-Uedon 5V5 OHN 
Tat 0171-244-8677 - Fax; 3171-24+7331 , 


ID EALiy LOCATED 
IN THE HEART 
OF LONDON 


RECOMMENDED 
BY MANY FAMOUS 
GUIDEBOOKS 


LINCOLN HOUSE HOTEL 

This friendly bed &-brcakfesr hotel offers Georgian dura with 
modem com fans and en-suhe rooms. It is siruaied in die heart of 
London’s Wiesr End and is ideal for business, shopping and leisure.. 
Sgl£$9-H,9 Dm. £69- £85 including English Bheauhst &. Vat 
33 Gtoncmw Place, Marble Arch. London WlH 3PD 
Telephone: +44 (0) 171 486 7630 Rue *44 (O) 171 486 0166 

Kmailr reservations <9 lmc«>ln-IiouSc-boteLca.nk 





The Season’s Hottest Shows: 
Going Our on the Town 

London's West End theaters draw visitors from around the 
world to shows like “Les Misgrables.” “Miss Saigon," 
“Chicago,'* “ Starlight Express," “Cats" and “Jesus Christ 
Superstar." In March, the Society of London Theater is 
'highlighting three premieres. “Timeless," by Scottish author 
David Greig, opened on March 17. “ Sleeping Around." a 
collaboration between four British writers, will open In the last 
week of March. David Hare's “The Judas Kiss." has already 
•caught the media's attention, not least because the role of- 
Oscar Wilde is played by Hollywood actor Liam Neeson. 
Based on the story of Wilde's betrayal by his friend and lover, 
Lord Alfred Douglas, it was produced by Islington's^ Almeida 
threater and is showing at the Playhouse. Islington's Kings 
Head theater, which, like the Almeida, is known for "off- 
Broadway" shows that later move to the West End, is t 
previewing “Liebesraum" by Israel Horovitz April 21- 24. 


“Spring in London” 

was produced in its 
entirety by the 
Aeh'ertising Department 
of the International 
Herald Tribune. 
Writer: 

Pamela Ann Smith in 
London. 

Program Director 

Bill Mahder. 



Li 

" tjf 'tirtliti'h' l. uxury in 1 
llw lU'i.rl o ‘ 1, on. 'inn " 1 


Luxurious Hotel 


''dcmm- Brail,'; 

■ I':: im ./n\i 

Ij.s'l.tlt! I'ji 

1 In .Ifrr 

Brinks 

* Vav ‘7\ 


llcilllllK'i A. 

i i U'lir.iJiu 

• I'n'ln Jus .' . 

Cl'I.'Jiii Pi’) 


• MBcamlM Bcdnunu 
■ Miu Rmr Solum 
} -Prlrait CmrFmrfc 
- 24 kaor Roma Sermfa 
1 ■ Can«( Raoiml 4 Bor 

LONDON **★ 
ELIZABETH HOTEL 



THE LONDON WHITE CARD 

Save as much as £50 

on London’s Major Museums and Galleries! 


whitecard 

& 


Apfey Haas; The Welrgm (team, Bstican Art littey, Desfcpi Mjnun. Hayward Griny. 
Imperial Mumm, Lotion Transport Muaaun. toseuni of London, Moaum d tits Moving 

bugs, tUtonsI Ustme Mussun; Old HojN Obtanaiwy and QjeenS Hdusb, Pb NBOjiBfrtBary 
Muwin, BoyS Academy d Ans, Sons Musoum.^TYiaOT Muswn, Vkawa and *tor Mean 

Available woridmde bom web pegs: www.tfcketslo.com, 

Edwards & Edwards Globattickets and selected British Tourisl Authority offices. 
In London bom the above venues, London Transport Information 
Centres and British Airways HoBdays Welcome Desks 

Hie more you see, the more you save! 


The Blair Group of 
Hotels and Apartments 
provides the very best 
in service, comfort and 
convenience' and allows 
you to simply enjoy your 
time In London whatev- 
er the reason for your 
stay. 

Ail our proparties are 
situated in key locations 
in Central London, very 
dose to mayor under- 
ground and rail links 
and all major routes to 
the airports. From mod- 
em and light towhouse 
hotels to elegant and 
stylish luxury apart- 
ments there is some- 
thing for every need 
and every pocket within 
the group. 

The properties fea- 
tured here are just an 
example of what we 
have to offer. If you 
would like details of all 
our hotels and apart- 
ments then please call 
us on 

0171 937 2030, 
fax 0171 938 5312 

or email us on 
11 31 37.637 @com- 
puserve.com. 
Httptfwww.derron.co.uk/ 
hotel-net/blair.ntnl 
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A Moment of Transformation 

Dutch Late Bloomer Wins Oscar for Foreign Film 


By Alan Riding 

New York Times Service 


P ARIS — Mike van 
Diem likes to dwell on 
his anxieties about 

moviemaking to ex- 
plain why, at 39, his career as a 
director is only just getting un- 
der way . Yet in his fist feature 
film, this slim good-natured 
Dutchman showed anything 
but insecurity. He wok on the 
challenge of adapting a classic 
Dutch novel, Ferdinand Bor- 
dewyk’s “Character,” then 
raised the stakes by altering 
theplot to suit his needs. At the 
very least, he risked upsetting 
Bordewijk fans. 

The gamble paid off. The 
movie, which recounts the 
power struggle between a man 
and his illegitimate son, each 
looking for the other's love but 
also intent on destroying the 
other, drew good audiences 
and generally enthusiastic re- 
views when it was released in 
the Netherlands last April. 

One negative review even Mike van Diem with Sharon Stone and his Oscar. 





Reed SuaVTbe Aaneiiied 


“The critic in NRC Handelsbladtook 
a cheap shot,’ ’ van Diem said. “He said: 
‘ "Character” is going to win an Oscar 
nomination. Thai's almost for sure. And 
that's my way of saying how bad this 
film really is.' ” 

Still, the director can cheerfully live 
with this slight after the film won the 
Academy Award for best foreign-lan- 
guage fmn of 1997, beating out movies 
from Brazil, Russia, Spain and Ger- 
many. “This film was getting nowhere 
and now it's getting everywhere,” he 
said after the Oscar ceremonies Mon- 
day. “It’s a dream come true." 

Of course, the foreign-language prize 
is not exactly the moment that millions 
of television viewers wait for in the 
awards ceremony. Yet it remains a 
much coveted honor, one that helps 
draw American audiences and gives an 
award-winning film special kudos in 
other markets. Even a nomination helps 
greatly: In (he past six weeks, “Char- 
acter” has been acquired for distribu- 
tion in 16 countries. 

Still, as van Diem well knows, prizes 
can also lead to frustration. He came to 
movies by stages, as a film buff, as a 
film critic and. finally, at the age of 26, 
as a student in film school. Then, four 
years later, in 1989, his graduation film, 
“Alaska,” a 45-minute thriller, seemed 
to set him on the path to success, win- 
ning awards, including a Golden Calf, 


the top Dutch movie honor, for best 
short film and a Student Academy 
Award in the United States. 

In 1991, a Dutch producer, Laurens 
Gee Is, took him on as an assistant di- 
rector and “script doctor” and urged 
him to read "Character.” a 1938 novel, 
with a view to a film version. But van 
Diem was not ready. Instead he wrote an 
original English-language screenplay 
called “Across the Street.” which was 
bought by a Hollywood producer but 
never made into a film. “It was all rather 
disappointing,” van Diem said. “I 
found myself four years out of film 
school without having had a profes- 
sional directing job.” 

H E swallowed his pride and 
agreed to direct a 50-minute 
episode of a popular Dutch 
television series, “Called to 
the Bar.” It proved a good experience 
all around, and he went on to direct 
seven more episodes, in the process 
meeting many Dutch writers, directors 
and actors and, crucially, regaining con- 
fidence in himself as a director. Early in 
1995, he mentioned “Character” again 
to Geels and this time they were ready. 

Set in a Dickensian Rotterdam of the 
1920s and 1930s, the movie begins with 
Katadreuffe, a newly graduated lawyer 
(played by Fedja van Huet), being held 
on suspicion of murdering Dreverhaven, 


CROSSWORD 


When Katadreuffe' s first busi- 
ness venture fails, be finds he 
owes money to a hank beaded 
by his father, who promptly 
takes him to bankruptcy court 
Katadreuffe decides to be- 
come a lawyer and is hired as a 
clerk by a law firm headed by 
the kindly De Gankelaar (Vic- 
tor Low). But he continues to 
be hounded by his father. 

Low, who also appeared in 
“Antonia’s Line,” said van 
Diem showed no signs of be- 
ing a rookie in the making of 
“Character. ” 

“First, I think he was very 

wKtucdPfcn courageous to take on a film 
or. of almost operatic proportions 
in a country where people 
don’t applaud those who step out of 
line,” Low said in a telephone interview 
from Amsterdam. “But he managed to 
handle the big theme of twojpeople in- 
capable of stating love in a big way. He 
just went for it If there were doubts, they 
were only those he had on his mind.” 

Still, van Diem had fresh cause for 
worry after the movie was released in 
the Netherlands. His friends, including 
Jean van de Velde, the director of a hit 
soccer comedy, “All Stars,” assured 
him that “Character” would be the 
Dutch candidate for the Academy 
Award nomination. But when the sub- 
mission committee met, it chose “All 
Stars” by six votes to five. Then, re- 
markably, van de Velde withdrew his 
film, arguing that “Character” stood a 
better chance. “It was an incredible, 
noble, amazing act of friendship,” van 
Diem said 

With “Character” being released in 
the United States on Friday, the director 
must now confront the infam ous re- 
sistance of American movies to foreign- 
language movies, although the record 
shows that an Oscar can give a subtitled 
film a lift. Van Diem is counting on 
that. 

Collecting his golden statue Monday 
night, he even made a joke of it “This 
ought to tell you that [the film] probably 
bas, you know, like, damn stunning sub- 
titles,” he said, beaming with delight 


ACROSS 

1 Kind of shower 
7 Bod room 
furniture 

14 Treat with gas 

il'Gunsmoke' 

deputy 

10 Mythical warrior 

17 Consolidated 
dockmaker? 

18 Give of! 

ai Teachers’ prg. 

as Cleopatra biter 

23 Oldenburg 
■ohl" 

28 Private reply, 
maybe 

28 Oktoberfaat 
supply 

29 Valerie Harper 
TV rota 


32 Start ot many 

ship names 
33 ’Pater Pan" 
heroine 

34 Consolidated 
composer? 

37 Decree 

38 Popular radio 
format 

4a Consolidated 
singer? 

48 Wistful 
exclamation 
48 Stir 

50 Accepted rule 

51 Actor's goal 
92 Office folk 
84 Literary 

monogram 
ss Yalta 

so Ally of the Fox 
tribe 


Solution to Puzzle of March 24 
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97 Kismet 

eo Consolidated 
puzzle author? 

83 Mountainous 

87 Distinguished 

88 Headline- 
making weather 
phenomenon 

08 Deviation 

TO Places to sit, 
paradoxically 


1 Cry to Bo-peep 

2 'Losing My 
Religion’ rock 
group 

3 Brother ot 
34-Acrosa 

4 Stun 

5 Focus tor Fermi 

8 Red Square 

figure 

7 Heat beaters: 
Abbr. 

a Like Cologne 
and environs 

8 Taxi feature 

10 Workplace 
regulator, for 
short 

11 ’What was 

think?’ 

12 Stay 

<3 Eliminated, in a 
way 

is Like a little old 
lady In tennis 
shoes? 

aoHltthe road 

23 Ship on which 
Heracles sailed 


24 'Moonstruck* 
star 

28 Cascades mount 

27 Induction grp. 

28 Former 
aerospace giant 

30 Adorned, ina 
way 

si Light-footed 
33 Mrs. Fflntstone 
35 Alfonso XI Its 
queen 
se Court 

30 Brief O.K.: Abbr. 

40 They can be 
bruised 

41 Between 0% 
and 100% 

43 Jeer 

44 Cretan peak 
48 Remove 

48 Couturier 
Cassini 

47 Mother of 
Constantine the. 
Great 

48 Get closer to, in 
a race 

82 Brazilian dance 
53 Passengers 
98 Dog-paddled, 
a.g. 

9a Conclusion of 
some games 

as Poet St. 

Vincent Ml Hay 
si ike's W.W. II 
command 
02 Marshal under 
Napoleon 
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QNew York Times/Edited by Will Shortz. 


64 Conclusion of 
some games 
85 Conclusion 
ee Bits of advice 


Personal Stock 



the much-feared court bailiff 
(Jan Decleir). Under interrog- 
ation, die young man then tells 
hi$ story. He is the fruit of a 
single encounter between Dre- 
verhaven and a housekeeper, 
Joba Katadreuffe. who refuses 
to marry the sour bailiff. Ob- 
sessed with his son but in- 
capable of offering him love, 
Dreverhaven decides to pre- 




Liam Neeson as Oscar Wilde in u The Judas Kiss ” David Hare's new play at the Playhouse: 

Tale of Wilde, Love and Betrayal 


By Sheridan Morley 

International Herald Tribune 

L ONDON — “Let England,” 
wrote Lord Alfred Douglas in 
1937, “bear all responsibility 
for what she did to Oscar, ” and 
it can at least be said that we have not 
borne our responsibility in the one thing 
Wilde would most have dreaded: si- 
lence. 

David Hare’s “The Judas Kiss” 
(Playhouse) is certainly the best and 
most intriguing new 'play of the year 
thus far, even if it has its problems. What 
Hare has done brilliantly is to escape the 
usual plod through Wilde's life and tri- 
als from birth to the last days of illness in 
Paris.. Instead, he has taken just two key 
moments that still cause most debate 
among the experts. 

Hare's first act thus takes place en- 
tirely at the Cadogan Hotel on the af- 
ternoon of the conclusion of the first 
trial, when Wilde’s friends, and indeed 
even the authorities, were eager for him 
to catch the boat train to Paris and 
thereby avoid arrest. For the second act, 
only two years later, Wilde is out of 
prison, back with his beloved “Bosie” 
Douglas and living in Neapolitan pen- 
ury, while the few who still cared about 
them tried frantically and ultimately tri- 
umphantly to bribe them apart. 

Hare has always been at his best 
writing about betrayal and unrequital' 
love; “Racing Demon” and “Murmur- 
ing Judges” and “Absence of War” 
were, respectively, about the betrayal of 
the Church of England, the local judicial 
system and (all too topically still) the 
old Labour Party. His last two plays, 
“Skylight” and “Amy’s View, and 
much earlier “Plenty” and "Secret 
Rapture,’ ’ were about people who loved 


□ot wisely but too well, and who ended 
up alone because of their romantic ob- 
sessions. 

“The Judas Kiss" neatly combines 
all these themes and more. On one level 
it is about a love that spoke its name 
rather too loudly for late Victorian sens- 
ibilities. If Wilde tad an abiding sin, it 
was not that of homosexuality but of 
self-publicizing hucksterism. Yet on 
many of its deeper levels the play is 
about guilt and arrogance and revenge, 
and, above all, aboui a man who simply 
could not make up his mind to catch a 
train or abandon forever the lov- 
erwho had landed himin Read- 
ing GaoL thei 

While Richard Eyre's pro- 
duction is characteristically RV 1 
steady and subtle, he has made 
one decidedly odd casting de- 
cision, which is to have Tom 
Hollander play Bosie as a kind of mad 
dwarf, a young Dudley Moore forever 
snapping at the ankles of Liam Neeson’ s 
great, lumbering, constantly collapsed 
Oscar. No echo of fee gay young man 
wife fee green c arnati on, no trace of fee 
playwright or fee poet, just a gigantic, 
fallen King Lear vaguely wondering 
how much worse it is all going to get. 
Neeson has not been on an English stage 
for 12 years, and on fee first night his 
nervousness appeared to' make him 
withdraw still further into fee darkest 
comers feat even this play affords, so 
that fee battle for his reputation is all 
over before it has really begun. 

In fee line of Wildes that runs back in 
recent years through Stephen Fry, Si- 
mon Callow. Donald Sinden, Tom 
Baker and Peter Finch (their range 
alone suggesting feat Wilde can indeed 
be all things to all men), Neeson is 
certainly fee most physically com- 


THEATER 


manding. But the truth is that Alfred 
Douglas, who survived m Brighton un- 
til weU into World War EL and there- 
fore still has several living witnesses, 
was also an elegant kind of bruiser from 
old boxing stock. The two were feus 
more evenly matched physically than 
they can ever be here, and there are 
some dangerous moments where we 
drift into an almost Laurel and Hardy 
relationship. 

Hare asks all the right questions, but 
seldom supplies an answer that is much 
more than a shrug of confusion and 
despair. In truth, a lot of clues to 
aaa fee Wilde mystery lie in Robbie 
ter Ross, fee first man to seduce 
him, but here again Hare gives 
oYo us only a very than portrait of an 
y infinitely complex, figure, 
N — y played by Peter CapaWi rather 
better than the script deserves. 
Ross was fee third man in fee Graham 
Greene sense of spy and moralist and 
villain, but Hare only sets him up like a 
ninepin to be knocked down repeatedly 
by Oscar and Bosie in their headlong 


.jfljypi? «if lire rcc 


i idio to 


N — Seven 


v w ife 


A'ashii 


d ?eli a 


of 


om arouftd 


Oii":d be 


.-eloped. 


.*»>•. news executive 
®r$. he singer Stisvi 
ter* o' radio stations 


to catch the boat train to Paris and Oscar. No echo of fee gay young man by Oscar and Bosie in their headlong - J 
thereby avoid arrest For the second ace, wife fee green carnation, no trace of fee flight, first toward and then away from * 1 '’ 1 
only two years later, Wilde is out of playwright or fee poet, just a gigantic, each other. _ r 

prison, back wife his beloved “Bosie” fallen King Lear vaguely wondering So you have to look in fee far comers 
Douglas and living in Neapolitan pen- how much worse it is all going to get. of fee relationship for fee real clues. r ' s ' c 

ury, while the few who still cared about Neeson has not been on an English stage Hare at one point suggests, justifiably 2 
them tried frantically and ultimately tri- for 12 years, and on fee first night his on fee evidence we have, feat Bosie was ““jui 
unrohandy to bribe them apait. nervousness appeared to make him really no more than Oscar’s pimp, find- zoo:* ’wtiieshy 

Hare has always been at his best withdraw still further into fee darkest ing Mm fee panthers wife whom to feast ^r> , : programming, 
writing about betrayal and unrequital' comers feat even this play affords, so but shunning any real homosexual re- -®i>'*news executive 
love; “Racing Demon” and “Murmur- that fee battle for his reputation is all lationship. This, if true, explains a great he singer Stisvi 

ing Judges' ’ and * ‘Absence of War” over before it has really begun. deal about Wilde’s willingness to return ten* radio stations i 

were, respectively, about the betrayal of In fee line of Wildes thar runs back in to him even after two painful years in -at mher planning to prorii ; 
the Church ofEngland, the local judicial recent years through Stephen Fry, Si- prison on his behalf. But it is all too inns rrrvjdins content iSl 
system and (all too topically still) fee mon Callow, Donald Sinden, Tom typical of “The Judas Kiss” fear the ^ ~ .- :; S = 

old Labour Party. His last two plays. Baker and Peter Finch (their range suggestion, once made, is allowed to : ^errrer. Mr. Samara, "42 
“Skylight” and “Amy’s View, and alone suggesting feat Wide can indeed drift back into fee shadows of an in- At of Workspace Jnc.^-jjlpt 
much earlier “Plenty” and “Secret be all things to all men), Neeson is finitely fascinating but seldom touching ifeiau-.; hereof AlriStar,fee 
Rapture,” were about people who loved certainly fee most physically com- and Mtimately inconclusive study. satellite^ 

^ ofe* ::.?00 miles 05 

^ en ' 1 central Africa?- 

An Orchestral Explosion in Paris J 

Conductor Bids Farewell With Mahler and Strauss 

is-' a*sw»:8 

Rv David Srevpnc Nos. 3 31,(1 6, were brought by “Memory of Shadows," and The absence of stage repre- 'J mud i j.VX' “ £ ost 


An Orchestral Explosion in Paris 


By David Stevens 

International Herald Tribune 


P ARIS — The recent 
orchestral scene has 
been extraordinarily 
dense in musical sub- 
stance, with no less than three 
Mahler symphonies, a lav- 
ishly cast conceit perfor- 
mance of Strauss’ "Elekira," 


Nos. 3 and 6, were brought by 
fee Boston Symphony and 
Seiji Ozawa on their Euro- 
pean tour, with a substantial 
bonus in the form of "The 
Shadows of Time,” commis- 
sioned by fee orchestra from 
Henri Dutilieux. the dean of 
French composers. 

The Strauss opera and 
Mahler’s Second Symphony 


and the first French hearing of were on the agenda for Sem- 


a major new work. 

Two of the Mahler works. 


yon Bychkov's final Paris 
concerts with the Orchestre de 
Paris, after nine seasons as the 
music director, a period feat 
has seen a generational change 
in the orchestra’s personnel. 

The Dutilieux work, first 
performed last fall in Boston 
and New York, makes virtu- 
oso use of the orchestra’s dif- 
ferent choirs in its five linked 
movements, beginning with a 
fanfare- JUce outburst in the 
brass and winding down at the 
end to a clockwork movement 
that recalls the beginning. 


fee interlude that follows it 
fleetingly use three children's 
voices, fee episode being 
dedicated to Anne Frank and 
“all the world’s children, in 
all their innocence.” 

Mahler’s gigantic sym- 
phonies do not share space 
easily, which may be why the 
huge apparatus of the Sixth 
Symphony, coming after the 
Dutilieux. remained earth- 
bound. Far more successful 
was fee Third, which was 
alone on the program of the 
second concert at fee Theatre 
des Champs -Ely sees. Flor- 
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Up or down? Design your personal stock 
portfolio and track its daily performance 
using the EHT site on the World Wide 
Web. 
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Stocks Surge arid Oil Prices Slide on Doubts 


Dettl ttnfcflte «Mh|kB Pi* 

A prototype of the receivers that Noah Samara, right, plans to sell across the Third World and supply via satellite with international programming. 

Radio to the World’s Masses: A Will-Funded Dream 
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•NEW YORK. — TheU.S. stock mar- 
ket ralliedstrongly Tuesday as crude-ail 
paces slipped on doubts that cal pro- 
ducers would honor their pledge to cut 
production to lift paces. 

‘Teople are rethmkMg whether 
OPEC ministers?- will do what they have 
always, done -f- say one thing and do 
another,” Joseph Bsrthel, chief invest- 
ment strategist atFahnestock&Col, said 
of the Orgazuzatton of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries; “There is disbelief 
mat OPEC has gotten its act together.” 

Oil prices singed Monday as several 
of the wocld's top producers pledged to 
cat output by as much as 1.6 million 
bands a day to lift prices, which had 
fallen to 10-year lows. On Tuesday, 
Qatar said it also would cut its oil pro- 
duction, and Jean's oil minister said 
OPEC would boild an emergency meet- 
ing soon to find ways to lift prices. 

But sane of the producers, notably 
Venezuela, have a history 'of producing 
above their promised am ount s , leaving 
trades* wary of toe output targets. 

“People realized mat there’s prob- 


ably out a genuine cartel and that thesa 
people cheat on each other and that this_ 
won’t hold,*’ said Louis Todd, bead of 
’ equities trading at J.C. Bradford & Co. 

Crude prices backtracked Tuesday,' 
with oil forMay delivery falling 59 cents 
a band to dose at $15.92 on the New; 
York Mercantile Exchange. As oil prices 
slipped back , so did toe threat of in- 
flation that sent stocks down Monday. 

The Dow Jones industrial average, 
which fell 90.18 points Monday, closed 
88.19 paints -higher at 8,904.44, just 
shot ofa record. The Standard & Poor's* 
500 index closed 10.10 points higher at 
1,105.65. Cfrming issues outnumbered, 
losing ones by a 3-to-2 ratio on the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

Where stocks go now depends largely 
on toe performance of corporate earn- 
ings, analysts said. 

“it's kind of bade to normal,” said 
Ted Theodore, director of research at 
Avatar Associates. “We’ve still got to 
get through the first-quarter earnings/ 
That looks like it's going to be a lime 

See MARKETS, Page 15 


By Mike Mills 

WasJiingron Post Service 

WA SHINGTON — Seven years ago, 
several very wealthy and very private 
Middle Eastern investors started to put 
money into a company with an unusual 
business plan. 

Noah samara, a Washington lawyer, 
was proposing building a billion-dollar 
1 company that would sell a $200 radio 
Offering 75 Channels Of digital-q uality 
music and news from around die globe, 
using three satellites. 

His market would be mostly devel- 
oping or underdeveloped countries in- 
cluding India, China, much of Africa 
and parts of the Americas, and his rev- 
enue sources would be selling adver- 
tising, leasing channels to programmers 
and possibly selling premium informa- 
tion services by foe month. 

Despite foe risky nature of foe plan; 
his investors have fended him with $950 
million so far. More recently, four large 
Japanese equipment makers agreed to 
manufacture the radios by foe millions. 

Providers of programming, including 
foe business-news executive Michael 
Bloomberg, foe singer Stevie Wonder 
and dozens of radio stations around foe 
world, are either planning to provide or 
. considering providing content for foe 
service. 

In September. Mr. Samara, 42, foe 
founder of WorldSpace Inc., plans to 
watch foe launching of AfriStar, the first 
of three WorldSpace satellites, which is 
to go into orbit 22 ,300 miles (35,700 
kilometers) above central Africa. The 
next two. called AsiaStar and Ameri- 
Star, are to be sent to hover over Asia 
and foe Americas next year. 

Most of foe 4.6 billion people in 
WorldSpace 's future listening area can- 
not even pick up a nearby radio station. 
Mr. Samara estimates that 300 million of 
than will eagerly pay foe $200 for foe 
Jtodio — be predicts the cost will start to 
head much lower soon. But even if be is 
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way off, Mr. Samara says, he needs only 
10 milli on listeners to turn a profit 

“My concern is not whether I can 
make this a business,” said Mr. Samara, 
who grew up in Ethiopia and Tanzania. 
“It’s how to make it a phenomenon.” 

Analysts do not seem particularly con- 
cerned about Workspace's business 
prospects. Yes, its audience is hardly 
handpicked by Madison Avenue: Would- 
be listeners speak dozens of languages, 
come from widely diverse cultures and 
typically have low buying power and 
littfe access to goods. Even so. many who 
have studied Mr. Samara’s business plan 
say the sheer scale of his intended audi- 
ence makes np for those shor tc o min gs. 

“WorldSpace,” said Thomas Watts, 
a satellite industry analyst for Merrill 
Lynch & Co., “serves a very large po- 
tential market for consumer products 
that cannot be reached by any other 
advertising medium.” 

Mr. Samara said 20 percent of his 
satellite capacity already was filled with 
p rog ram s, including Bloomberg News, 
which is leasing 23 channels. He said he 
also had met with Mr. Wonder, who 
owns radio stations and is interested in 
providing programming to an African 
audience. Analysts say ofoerbig names, 
such as British Broadcasting Corp. or 
Voice of America, are likely to join soon 
after Worl d Space gets its first satellite 


up and its bus iness running. 

* ‘I think that once he gets any kind of 
significant penetration,” said Leslie 
Taylor, a Washington-based satellite in- 
dustry consultant, “even as low as 
20,000 to 30,000 users, he’s going to 


ion’s meetings of foe World Adminis- 
trative Radio Conference, a sort of United 
Nations for the airwaves that hands out 
Mocks of radio spectrum to nations and 
burinesseg. In April 1990, he came up 
with the idea to laimrfi a gariKti* over 
Africa to provide basic radio service. He 
left foe law fiwn, developed a business 
plan and met with venture capital con- 
tacts he made die way. 

Now that Mr. Samara is ready to start 
offering his service, attention is focused 
on whether he will be able to sell ad- 
vertising and whether WorldSpace can 
procure foe lands of programs that 
people will want to pay for. 

But Mr. S amar a’s concerns, go be- 
yond the bottom line. He said.be Doped 
WorldSpace would help plant the seeds 
of a pan-African consciousness. 

“Ten years from now,” said Steven 
Gavenas, vice president for commercial 


Boeing Can’t Catch Up 


CemvBeibOm-St&PnmDUp**n ea rnings nf last year. 

SEATTLE — Boeing Co. said But the changes demanded by reg- 
T nea/foy that it wwW mwT f tii Hf.ltvpry ulators, particularly a new exit door 


goals for foe first 
might have to t 


ter and that it required by Euro 
an additional Authorities, have 
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charge against first-quarter earnings engine jets sitting outside Boeing’s 
to account far «wHnning production factories awaiting modifications. 
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problems. 

Boeing said it would deliver 110 


aircraft in foe first quarter, five planes (faction 
short of its goal of 115 planes. Bod 


“The company is assessing foe fi- 
nancial impact of these ongoing pro- 


ction problems,” Mr. Woodard mid. 
Boeing, the world’s largest aircraft 


Ron Woodard, president of Boeing’s maker, reassured investors last month 
commercial jet division, said the com- that foe assembly-line problems were 
parry had experienced a surge in costly on (heir way to bring solved. The 
out-of-sarbence work on the nexl-gea- update shows that Boeing still does 
nation 737 in foe past month asso- not know exactly how much it will 
dated wifo design changes required by cost to take care of the product short- 
U.S. and European regulators. ages and behind-scbedule work that 

In October, coring disclosed that it emerged last fell when it was in foe 
would have to take $2.6 billion in middle of doubling production in 18 
pretax charges against earnings by the months. Those problems contributed 
end of 1998, the vast majority of to its first annual loss in 50 years. 


start attracting a lot more interest among operations, “every radio on the con- 


program suppliers.” 

Mr. Samara does not view the BBC or 
Voice of America as caudal anchor pro- 
grams. Most of his initial potential cus- 
tomers can already get those on short- 
wave radio. What will excite a mass 
audience, he said, is being able to hear a 
radio station 200 miles away, or across 
the continent 

People in Cape Town would love to 
hear Senegal’s hip Sud FM world-music 
station regularly, he said/rather than 
having it syndicated in South Africa 
only a couple of hours a day. Radio 1 
FM, a music and information station in 
Gambia, also is highly desired by mil- 
lions outside its range. 

WorldSpace also is creating its own 
radio programming in unprecedented 
ways. Two pending projects include an 
all-Swahili station and an Africa-wide 
radio network, which Mr. Samara de- 
scribed as the first attempt at a con- 
tinental communications service, 

Mr. Samara was a Washington lawyer 
and worked as a trade negotiator for foe 
International Tdecommunications Un- 


tinent will have rftis capacity built into 
it It really will feel like the world is in 
their hands.” 


cost to take care of the product short- 
ages and behind-scbedule wade that 
emerged last fell when it was in foe 
middle of doubling production in 18 


which was taken against second-half 


(Reuters, Bloomberg) 
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Rupiah Surges as IMF Tensions Ease 


Crarttni ter Unr Safi Fn m Dupueln 

JAKARTA — The rupiah surged 
Tuesday as foe International Monetary 
Fund endorsed Indonesia’s move to 
raise interest rates. 

The rupiah rose to its highest level in 
more than a month, with the dollar 
falling as low as 8,500 rupiah in Asia 
from 9,250 rupiah, its close there Mon- 
day. In New York, the dollar dropped to 
8,750 rupiah from 10,100 Monday. 

‘ The IMF and Indonesia seem to be 

e g closer and improving their re- 
ship," said Jimmy Koh of In- 
dependent Economic Analysis (Hold- 
ings) Pte. The central bank raised key 
interest rates an average of 12.7 per- 


centage points Monday. The govern- 
ment also scrapped a proposed 5 per- 
cent tax on foreign-currency purchases 
after consultations with the IMF. 

Finance Minister Fuad Bawazier 
said Tuesday that Indonesia was close 
to a comprehensive package of mea- 
sures to lift foe country out of its worst 
economic crisis in three d e cades. He 
said foe government was completing 
the plan in talks with foe IMF. 

' ’Let us wair to conclude foe talks,” 
he said. “It’s a very comprehensive 
package, very wide, touching on 
macro- and microeconomic Issues.” 

A successful conclusion of die talks, 
which include a review of reforms that 


Jakarta agreed to in exchange for $40 
UDion in aid from the IMF, would bring 
much-needed revenue, as foe Fond has 
withheld a $3 Union tranche of foe aid. 
A total of $225 billion from foe World 
Bank and the Asian Development Bank 
also would be released. 

Diplomatic and political analysts 
said relations between Jakarta and the 
Fund warmed appreciably in recent 
days after a period of strain. Indonesia 
appeared to be back on an IMF-ap- 
proved track of reform and had won 
some concessions from die Fond, they 
said, including pemtissioa to continue 
subsidies on essential commodities. 

( Bloomberg , Reuters ) 
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Jfa etpete* of RopmUtc 
National Bank of Nam York 
(Swim—lS-A. in Camm na. 


At RepuLlic National Bank we run our busi- 
ness according to one fundamental principle; to 
protect our clients' capital as we safeguard its 
purchasing power. 

It is a simple principle upon which we base 
our brand cf financial conservatism: private ban- 
king* built upon rigon discipline and prudence. 
fNmm York This sophisticated conservatism, vigorously 

» Gmmmta. 

pursued, has created a global private 
bank of exceptional stability, capable of weathering 
the roughest storms. 

Indeed, Republic a capitalization ratio, on a risk 
adjusted basis, is twice as great as that required by the 
world’s international banking regulators. 

To our way of thinking, it is security as well as . 
return that we must ensure each day. And in the 
process, to provide a unique quality of service,' 
understanding and discretion. 




WorfJ RcnJifnartm of • 
Republic National Bank of 
Nam Inrt m Nam York. 


^ Republic National Bank of New York* 

Strength. Security. Service, 
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As Market Awaits 
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Market News 

NEW YORK — The dollar was 
little changed against other major 
currencies Tuesday as investors 
awaited die release of key European 
convergence reports Wednesday and 
Japan's latest economic stimulus 
measures Thursday. 

The European Commission and 
the European Monetary Institute will 
announce Wednesday which coun- 
tries win be included in die first round 


By James Schembari 

New ¥brk Tunes Service 
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Very briefly: 


• Tele-Communications Inc., an operator of cable systems, 
repotted a fourth-quarter loss of $392 million, reversing a 
profit of $722 million a year earlier. 

• Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette Inc-'s investment fund 
■ agreed to buy 90 percent of Lnsilco Corp. for $437 million, 
giving the industrial-parts maker and yearbook publisher the 
resources it needs to expand. 

• Chiron Corp. named Sean Lance, formerly of Glaxo 
Wellcome PLC, as its chief executive officer, ending a 14- 
month search by the biotechnology company. 

• The Securities and Exchange Commission suspended 
trading in the securities of Shopping.com Inc., an Internet 
retailer, on grounds of possible market manipulation. 

• PepsiCo Inc's chief executive, Roger Enrico, will donate 
his 1998 salary to scholarships for children of PepsiCo em- 


of the single currency, the euro, next 
year. But only a sunwise announce- 
ment — such as Italy being left out 
or Greece being in the fust euro- 
zone — would be likely to have 
much impact. 

“I think the EMI report is going 
to be whitewashed,'’ said Alfonso 
Alejo, a trader at Sakura Bank. 

The dollar edged up to 1.8282 
Deutsche marks in 4 P.M. trading 
from 1 .8262 DM on Monday but fell 
to 130.275 yen from 130.475 yen. 

The U.S. currency was also at 
1 .4903 Swiss francs, up from 1 .4890 
francs, and at 6.1268 French francs, 
up from 6.1213 francs. 

The pound was at $1.6750, down 
from $1.6791. 

Traders said fiscal requirements 
had Long been overshadowed by 
political will in the building of a 
European monetary union. But if the 
reports affect the market's confi- 
dence in the euro's strength at its 
start, the dollar could benefit slighdy 
against the mark, Mr. Alejo said. 

Against the yen, the dollar was 
stuck between pessimism about Ja- 
pan's economic outlook and the 
chance that Tokyo might present 
bold stimulus measures Thureday. 


• NEW YORK — Three years ago 
it was O.J. Simpson's fault In 
1996, the Summer Olympics were 
. blamed. Just last fall, the fingers 
were pointed at Diana, Princess of 
Wales, of all people. When compa- 
nies lose money, seemingly noth- 
ing is safe from taking the blame, 
except maybe, the companies 
themselves. 

This year’s scapegoat is partic- 
ularly defenseless: El Nino. 

Granted, the weird weather is the 
reason the anchovies of Peru left 
for cooler waters, the lobster catch 
is off in Cuba and gold mining has 
slowed in Guyana. But declining 
sales of sunglasses? A shrinking 
golf club market? No matter. Over 
the last month or so, one company 
after another has reported poorer 
numbers and blamed El Nino for 
the results. 

S aks Holdings, the parent of Saks 
Fifth Avenue, said in a monthly 
sales report that February sales were 
off because rain caused by El Nino 


kept shoppers at home. The retailers 
Gottschalks. Federated Department 
Stores and Big Dog Holdings all 
cited El Nino for hurting sales. 
LaCrosse Footwear said it sold few- 
er shoes, Toro complained of lower 
snow blower sales and Callaway 
Golf did not sell as many clubs. 

Glacier Water Services did not 
sell as much purified water. With 
the sun behind the clouds so often 
in California, sales of sunglasses at 
Sunglass Hut were not up to snuff. 

Indeed, so man y companies are 
blaming El Nino that some analysts 
wonder if this is not just the latest 
“dog ate ray homework” excuse. 

“There’s a habit to play ug 
events of very low consequence, 
said Martin Fridson, a m a nagin g 
director of Merrill Lynch. “The 
nice thing about El Nino is that it’s 
an act of God and nobody is going 
to blame management for a weath- 
er pattern.” 

Or as Robert S treed, a money 
manager at Northern Trust Co., put 
it “There’s a joke that goes around 
my office: Whenever a retailer re- 
ports bad sales it is because of the 


weather, whenever they report 
good sales, it’s because of astute 
management.” 

■Hurricanes have always been 
linked to poor earnings. The Gulf 
War was the villain in 1991. O. J. 
Simpson was blamed for keying 
people inside watching his trial in- 
stead of going out to shop. Even 
Diana’s funeral was blamed for 
keeping people at home. 

“People were so transfixed by 
these events that they didn’t go 
.shopping?” Mr. Fridson said- 
“Can they prove that, can they 
measure that? I thmk the whole 
idea is to blow smoke in the in- 
vestor’s eyes.” 

Sometimes the excuse-making 
takes place on an even larger scale. 

Although news of die Titanic’s 
si n k in g affected the stock market in 
1912, no company had the gump- 
tion to blame the disaster for poor 
earnings. But some South Korean 
executives are complaining that the 
wildly popular movie "Titanic” is 
siphoning money from the nation's 
struggling economy. 

Mr. Fridson sees something at 


work in the company reports that he 
calls "earnings smoothing.” Be- 
cause Wall Street tends to reward 
positive earnings, he said, compa- 
nies often use their leeway under 
accounting rules tomanipulate their 
numbers, to smooth out a negative 
quarter. But eventually they have to 
account for (heir losses, and an act 
of God is often an easy way qul 
O f course, some companies have 
found silver linings in all the 
clouds. Coca-Cola Co says it has 
sold more soft drinks in Peru be- 
cause those same abnormal warm 
temperatures that have driven away 
the an ch ovies have made Peruvians 
thirstier. The Michigan Ski Indus- 
tries Association, while noting the 
lack of snow, reminded skiers that 
the warmer weather means “you 
can dress lighter and tan fester/’ • 
Peter Bernstein, an economic 
historian and investment adviser, is 
skeptical about the whole El Nino 
effect. “If El NIfio was something 
endemic in tife system,’ - he said, 
“you wouldn’t have seen the. cre- 
ation of more than 300,000 new 
jobs in January.” ^ . ■_ 
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Sun Set to Sign New Deals for Java Language 


By John'Markoff 

New York Times Service 


SAN FRANCISCO — Son Mi- 
crosystems Inc.’s Java programming 
language is enjoying new momentum 
outside the personal-computer in- 
dustry, and the company is planning 
to announce several new deals with 
consumer-electronics manufacturers 
over the next few weeks. 


Sun announced Tuesday that LM 
Ericcson AB, the Swedish telecom- 
munications giant, will license Java 
for use in cellular telephones. It is 
also close to a licensing agreement 
with Sony Coip.. said an industry 
executive with knowledge of talks 
between the two companies. 

Executives at Sun and Sony con- 
firmed Monday that there bad been 
talks about licensing. 


This is the first year that the Java 
language will be widely available 
for devices other than computers. 
Sun now has 150 Java licensees, 
including deals with the major cel- 
lular phone companies. Motorola 
Inc., Nokia Group and Ericsson. a 
Industry analysts said Monday 
that Sun’s success in achieving " 
broad licensing arrangements 
among consumer-electronics man- 


His decision comes as chief executives face share- 
ineer over their skvrocketins compensation. 


holder anger over their skyrocketing compensation. 

• Ameritech Corp., a local phone company, will eliminate $3 
billion in expenses through 2002 to try to sustain at least 10 
percent annual earnings growth. 

■ Brazil posted a $44 1 milli on trade deficit for the firs 1 22 days 
of March, as exports of soybeans were delayed by rains and 
manufacturers imported more capital goods. Bloomberg, ap 


MARKETS: Stocks Rise as Will Street Dismisses Oil Pact 


Continued from Page 1 


FelGor to Buy Bristol’s Hotel Unit 


Bloomberg News 

D AI .I A S — FelCor Suite Hotels Inc. agreed Tuesday to bay 
Bristol Hotel Co.'s hotels for about $1.9 billion in stock and 
assumed debt, to make it the largest owner of Holiday Inns. 

Before the purchase, Bristol said it would spin off a new 
company that would manage its former hotels. The purchase 
would more than double the number of hotels owned by FelCor. 
Bristol sharesdosed at$26.1875,down$1.4375. FelCor shares 
ended at $35,625, down 50 cents. 


bit rocky.” Financial companies 
were among the biggest gainers, as 
low inflation tends to keep interest 
rates down. Record earnings from 
Goldman Sachs Group, a finance 
industry bellwether, also bolstered 
the sector. 

Goldman Sachs said first-quarter 
pretax earnings rose 13 percent to a 
record $1.02 billion as trading, bond 
underwriting and fees from advising 
on takeovers surged. 

“It means that financial stocks 
and the industry are healthy,” said 
Warren Epstein, head trader at 
Richard A. Rosenblatt & Co. ‘‘It 


adds to the feeling of strength.” 

Goldman is not publicly traded, 
but other financial companies 
suiged. Merrill Lynch rose 4 1/16 to 


U.S. STOCKS 


86 15/16, Lehman Brothers Hold- 
ings rose 2 1/16 to 7314, and Don- 
aldson Lufkin & Jenrette rose 2 1/16 
to 87 11/16. 

Oil producers fell, with Chevron 
dropping 1 7/16 to 85 7/16 and 
Schlumberger losing -34 to 77%. 

Compaq Computer was the most 
actively traded U.S. stock, rising % 
to 25 9/16 on optimism that tech- 
nology companies will continue to 


report strong profits despite slower 
sales in Asia. Investors are betting 
that “maybe Asia is already factored 
into the pricing of the stock,” said 
Eric McKissack, a portfolio man- 
ager for Ariel Capital Management. 

Apple Computer rose 1 % to 28 
amia speculation the company’s 
board mil pressure its interim chief 
executive, Steveu Jobs, to either 
stay on permanently or leave to 
make room for a new leader. 

EarthS hell Container rose 2 7/16 
to 23 7/16 as the developer of bio- 
degradable fast-food packaging sold 
132 million shares in a $277.2 mil- 
lion initial public offering. 

(Bloomberg, AP. Reuters) 


Microsoft to Open 
Facility in India 


Reuters 

SEATTLE — Microsoft 
Corp. plans to open a software 
development center in India, 
only its second outside thecom- 
pany’s U.S. headquarters. 

The center is to open this 
year in Hyderabad in the south- 
ern Indian state of Andhra Pra- 
desh, company executives 
said. 

“The primary reason we are. 
doing this is the availability of a 
large amount of talent in India,” 
a company spokesman said. 


ufacturers was likely to make it 
more difficult for Microsoft Corp. to 
fragment Sun’s Java business. 

Java is widely seen as a threat to 
Microsoft because programs written 
in the language can run on most com- 
putes irrespective of what operating 
system they use. Entire suites of pro- 
grams written in Java could greatly 
reduce the need for Microsoft's Win- 
dows operating system. 

In fact. Sun is also close to an- 
nouncing an agreement with Inter- 
national Business Machines Corp. in 
which the two companies will agree 
to cooperate on developing a Java 
operating system for a variety of con- 
sumer and embedded applications. 

All these developments and li- 
censing accords show that Java is 
quickly making inroads in consumer 
devices like telephones, stereo 
equipment and set-top cable boxes 
that Microsoft hopes will run its 
Windows CE operating system. 

Still, there is no clear winner yeL 
Sony, for example, is in talks wife 
both Microsoft and Sun. A Sony 
spokesman said Monday that fee 
company was interested in new soft- ; 
ware technologies to run devices 
like home networks, digital televi- 
sion and interactive set-top cable- | 
TV boxes. 
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Jul 98 16.95 1604 1677 -004 37.977 

Aug 98 1705 16.95 1478 -0.13 21^48 

Sep 98 1703 1707 17.13 4L14 21944 

Ocf 98 1705 1778 1708 0.13 14087 

EsL rate N X Man rates 204.256 
Mom open M 447,957. off 21711 


-027 81151 Jaiyajin,. , -"^niooutn 

2?! S-S JS t 'n rodu rer.amo» e 


1478 0.13 21^68 *V1[/JJ -i-uinovc 

i7.i3 0.14 21944 a it access to 

1708 0LI3 14087 3 TOficetS t'lhm „.l- . . 
5204055 ^nI:ir.,.i. II ^ ln WluC *» It 


Market Sates 


19H 2fk 
1571 4K 


10 4k 

si m 
in ire 

17* 10»k 

2S 22.. 

SP7 (Ok 
IK UU 
199 17V. 


«<* (w 

ft ft 

Aik »ft 
Ik ft 
9H V 
now. ions 
71ft WVb 


n -ft 
ft 

Mk 


ToW issues 


310 286 

242 331 NYSE 

vn i*4 Antes 

^ Nasdaq 
i ‘9 In m/lOons. 


Today Pm. 

WO COBS. 

466.99 77S03 

1901 4707 

52044 73171 


Livestock 

CATTLE (CMER} 

40000 te- amis per Dl 
A pr 98 6502 6475 6400 005 42010 

Jlffl 98 4705 6605 66.65 000 33062 

Aug 98 6132 6802 68.10 undL 12074 

0098 49,17 4805 6&B7 002 8.906 

Dec 98 69.93 4905 69.90 +0.10 2040 

Feta 90 7105 7105 7105 +O0O 006 

Est. sate KL900 Mam sate u.!l6 
Moors open lid 101.231 up 250 


PLATINUM (NMER] 
sonny at- Oattars par nay az. 

Apr 98 42150 41500 417.00 -500 12.092 

Jul 98 41800 41300 41400 -3J0 £704 

Od 98 41500 41500 415.00 +000 428 

Jan 99 41200 undi. 63 

Apr 99 409.80 undL 1» 

Est sate N A. Mom sate 4.908 
Mam opan Ini 14088 up 577 

ansa Previous 

LONDON METALS (LME) 

DaBors per metric tan 


CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMER) 

100000 dollars S par Cdn. Mr 

Jun 98 0047 .7037 005400004 46083 

Sap 98 0083 .7060 .7069 -00006 3052 

Dec 98 0070 .7070 007000019 1042 

Ed. soles £597 Mom sdss 8057 

Mom open Ini 51077, off 733 


EsL soteNA Mom rate 204055 : <tll liiro^l.. L ‘ UCn U Snajl 

Mom open W 447,957. off 2101 1 '%lnp I ' abse Qt- mtUi 

NATURAL 6ASCNMER} 3 jfeadx”*,^ 

laooo mm bln s per mm Mu w ICJa y has an 4mer ‘ 

Apr 98 2065 2095 2030 0001 30»-»iai Ventlin* ‘IJ “ Ve 

May 98 2090 2030 2040 -0007 31028, , ^“tUre With USX_ A 

Jun 98 1415 2040 2075 0027 l£428' i « a etter frrs™ " 

Jul 98 2^30 2070 2090 0022 13,957 W-l . HOTTI the nrriv 

Auj)9B 2M5 2080 1400 -0.024 14.194 " ,r ?H-DaSed i * .5 


» £22 2080 0JM i4i94 ^Sn-based steel ^ 

Sep 98 2.450 2090 1400 0024 10071^ 300 WfclC 

EsL sate NJL Mom rate 88JS9 t ^ US m °nih billii 

Mom open W 22CW98. up ftlT? A iftim ! - * . - ? mu 


I (Mgb Grate) 

Spot 1427ft - 1428ft 1423ft 1424ft 

Fmvmrt 145500 145600 145100 145200 


GERMAN MARK (CMER) 

1 25000 marics. s par mark 

Jun 98 0506 0489 049300011 71424 

Sep 98 0523 0533 05230.0008 1057 

Doc 98 0557 undL 21 

Est. sate 9083 Mows sate 11,128 

Mam open H 74002. up 420 


flOfts +*B 

nft -ft 


Dividends 

Campaiiy 


Per And Rec Pay Company 


Per Amt Roc Pay 


ZI9 28ft 
179 6 

Ml 121* 
03 1SVJ 
189 IK 
712 JH 
736 24U 

477 BU 
3495 7ft 
308 21 H 
W» 62ft 
2244 1ft 
775 61> 

M0 M 
591 17ft 
3779 16ft 

mo n 

ci7 m 
157 16 

1909 

7177 19k 

6)9 Wi 
111 25>-k 

70* 17ft 
721 2ft 
215 lWi 
730 2V. 

449 21k 

4J7 3+. 

15* ft 
444 31ft 
7104 4 Vs 

ITU ilk 
497 3*k 

1*0 4ft 
1(0 TVs 
440 M 
41(4 lift 
194 lift 
919 17 

IH 19k 
ISM 3ft 
tag w 
mn ms 
24) 3Vs 
1D9 Ilk 

m 40 

in 74 
na l 

» XVs 
154 9 

797 5-k 

m Fft 

353 

419 in 
723 10ft 
517 3 

*00 9ft 
49i in 
jm iois 
xo sm 


41k 4H 
24*. 2410 
7ft 7ft 
Bft Pi 
!ft 2ft 
2ft 2*k 
TPfc I21k 
25ft 75U 
Wi Tift 
3 Vs TVs 
7711 2SH 

Oik 48V. 

7ft eft 

ivw m 

119k 111k 
IMk 19V, 

21 71 

243k Tin 
I9H 19 
I TVs 12ft 
17ft 70s 
lift lift 
TO M 

7ft 7ft 
ift 4ft 
4ft 5ft 
lVtalB 19ft 
20ft IW 
l*k ivs 
138ft 12ft 
IJVk 13ft 
ISft 17ft 
7ft 7ft 

19Vk lift 
18 14ft 


IRREGULAR 

MorgnStn _ 30 3-31 4-15 

PrimoGrp RBy „ 0375 3-31 4-21 


2vs -+k 

12ft -ib 


STOCK SPUT 

CasunwEera tor J spa 
Family Doflar2 tor l split 


INCREASED 

HanowrCapMig Q 01 3-31 4-13 


lH +ft 

119k -Vk 


U -H 
21 

24Vk -Vs 


CIT Group 


INITIAL 

. .10 4-3 4-20 


17ft +1* 

lift -ft 


REGULAR 

AZPubSvcodWQ . 100 

CNA Income Sms Q 04 

CapIncoBuBder « 
Cental Maine 
CanunonRy Fed! 

DentsplyliBI 

ErtWprtM Fed 
veramVolueA. 
mVolueY, 

hrNBFn 

Franklin Muffi 
FRmUnPrtedpd M 0J5 


5-1 6-1 

3-31 4-15 

3- 23 3-34 

4- 10 «0 
4-2 4-16 

3-27 4-8 

3-31 4-15 
3-20 3-34 

3- 20 3-24 

4- 10 5-1 

3-31 4-15 
3-3T 4-15 


Franklin Untv 
Frontier Coip 
G&L Really 
HBOfcCo 
High YU Plus Fd 
Hamel Foods 
Justin Indus! 

Kaye Group 
May Dept 
Mesa Rovntty Tr 
Mlkosralnc 
Montgomery fin 
MorgnStn Git) Opp 
Newsoulh Sncp 
Ohio Art 
PIMC0C 
Permanent Bncp 

TransomerCwp 
Tyco Inti 
VtriKam Eqlnco 
VanKamGrwInco 
VonKam Grwlnc 
VanKamCrwInc 
VonKam UIUB, 


4-15 4-30 
4-15 5-1 

3-31 4-15 

3-31 4-22 

3- 31 4-10 

4- 18 5-15 

4-1 4-8 

3-31 4-20 

«-1 6-15 

3- 31 4-30 

4- 3 4-13 
3-31 4-15 
3-31 4-15 

4- 2 4-24 

5- 8 6-8 

3- 31 4-9 

3-31 4-21 

46 430 

4- 3 5-4 

3-23 3-23 
3-23 3-23 
3-23 3-33 
3-23 3-23 
3-23 3-23 


FEEDER CATTLE (CMER) 

50000 Hn.- cents peril. 

Morn 7545 7505 75.60 0.07 1,889 

Apr 98 76.10 7505 7180 0 05 4504 

May 98 7605 7505 7063 0.10 70M 

Aug 98 7805 7705 77.90 0.07 2061 

Sep 98 78.10 77.90 77.90 undL 467 

Nov 98 78.95 undL 130 

EsL sales 2090 Atom sate 1055 
Mam open M 17059, oft 156 


HwAK (HM Grata) 


1739ft 

1740ft 

175900 

174000 

174600 

176700 

178400 

178700 

56700 

54800 

575ft 

576ft 

54500 

54600 

572ft 

573ft 

54BO0O 

549000 

552000 

5530 

K75.00 

558000 

541500 

5420 


JAPANESE YEN (CMER) 
1 20 mlllan yen. S par 1 00 w 


1 20 mtilan wn S par 1 00 yen 

Jun 98 .7795 .7735 J756+O.OOD3 79,702 

s?p 98 .7854 undL 1,293 

Dec 98 7955 undL 118 

EsI. sates 7.7W Mam sate 8,178 

Mom open bit 82091, up 295 


Atom open bit 2XU39B. up &17? ^ a J 0 ^ acquisition hai^ 

S E ^SS EtHMEn Wo lfoscn Sohn * * 

A4or98 4709 undL £817 . . • 1 d r USCO exec- if w 

Aar 98 5*00 5200 5205 -101 2«5« ;W‘l Tuesdav “ r* 

May 98 5470 5300 53 JO -105 3605< r 4 . the 

Jun 98 5410 53-00 5300 -005 1708- ls a cheaper w-sir ~C ““ 

Jul 98 5470 5265 5270 057 110204 mm L' . ^ wa y or Steel 

Aug 98 5455 5350 5370 057 l»-‘ KOfea aild Other Co 

Sep 98 5200 5235 5355 0.40 7,9Z7 4 neiyhknrc »' • . D “* Cr S(J 

Od98 5240 5200 5200 070 13C. ^ 6 ,w frS, gjji 

Est. sdas KA. Mom sales 4£4«7 ® analyst at PlaHnl 

Atom open Hi 1208£ up Z238 Co "IlCVt ' ™ 10n WOT$ 

«s«lbpe> y >0 (he lucnniw 11 ^ * — ^ 


544500 547500 549500 550500 
544050 547000 548550 549000 


Ztec (Spedtal HM Grade) 

Spat 1056.00 105750 106400 106550 

Forward 108250 108350 109050 109150 
Hftti Lor Claw Chge OpW 


KOCS-Lmb (CMEU 
40500 tas. cento per b. 

Apr 98 5250 5147 5105 007 

Jun 98 5805 5800 58.15 042 

Jid 98 5750 57 JO 57 JO 070 

Aug 98 54.90 5AM 5AM 0.12 

0098 52.40 5270 52.22 0.07 

EsI. sate 9740 Atom sate £451 
Atom Dpm Int 38*24. up 210 


SWSSrTWtCKMEJO 

125000 (raws,! per franc 

Jim 98 • 4791 4757 4771 -00024 62J75 

Sep 98 4845 4845 484500019 1J32 

DOC 98 4932 undL 13 

EsL Hte 5033 Atom sate 14^52 

Atom open Int 6143a off 561041 


Aut9S 13775 13400 13575 -125 32,148, -"uoai DOS tirminry ' 

Atoy98 13900 13675 13775 -375 W™ m„d k ITOd «. 

Jun 98 141 JB 13975 I39JD -150 1L437-J.’ 7«USt be 3 kfiV Ttta ni+vwT. 

JUI98 14375 14175 14150 -375 M33 :| '«Ki Uig * “f /' Te ^~ WOHt 

Aug9« 14400 14400 14575 -275 f^^posal. ft* 

Sop 98 14800 14700 14800 —300 8.W7v * rV - 


1 Proposal.' 


EsLsdosJUXn. Prw.sote J6709 
Prav. open iti:U3J26 oH 1404 


MEXICAN PESO (CMER) 


PORK BELUE5 (CMER) 

40000 lbs.- cents per lb. 

Mores 4900 4900 4900 +040 

May *8 4740 46« 4600 0J2 

Jd98 4600 45J0 4£65 0.12 

EsL ante 1,984 AAom sdes 2065 
AAomopen Ini 9734 up 52 


Financial 

USYB1LL5 (CMER) 

SI mHun-pbaflOOpcL 
AA«98 M02 undL 4713 

Jun 98 95.14 95.11 9514 +002 4537 

Sep 98 9£I3 75.13 95.13 +4L01 465 

Dec 98 95.18 undL 3 

Est. Kite 151 Mam sde« to 
Mows open Ini £001 up 43 


500000 pews. s. per peso 

Jun 98 .11340 .11300 .11335 undL I£837 

topes .10940 .10905 .1*740 undi. £153 

Dec 98 .10560 .10570 .10578 -.00213 £589 

EsL sate 1715 Mnrs sate £577 

Moirs open M 29734 up 384 


3-MONTH STEALING QJFFE) 


B RENT OIL (1 PE) 

U7. daflan per banal - Ms of U00 bairab 
May 98 UBS 1446 U» -051 7153 

JUOW 1540 1478 1407 -049 41SW 

Jut 98 1577 5102 IS07 -055 14893 

Aug 98 1541 1572 1572 -047 12703 

Septo 1577 1540 1541 -040 1X154 

EsL sate: 45000. Prev. sate : 101774 
Pm. ap«LH^ 239444 off US2 


Jatsu Pulls (W 
| ^ Produdioft 


*vW; 229444 atn0a ' Bloomberg Nrrws 

- stack I ndexes Motor Co. hi 

ip index (cmew 'there ai Tuesday 

TM570 110770 1114JI0 +450 352^4*^ ^UtOmalr^ CD ^ ^ 

ii24joii2i4om«0o +410 4-w^, . .'‘■aser to polloot of titf 

taNA Mmrs rate 31648 TSl fe? 

pen int 447008, off &379 ^ ‘ ^COnd-Iarg^f l 

* ojffb 11 ^» ut '? ef igine sizes ojfw„ 

h »wff l «n0.0 40350 +70 I5004J^«. at t hJ Wri 
6107.0 61070 41120 +90 Ule eil(J of fh+g 

•s: 14714. Pre*. softs: 112B1 'h, * It endftri 

‘“ST..., wihui.: 


CaXLOOO-MiDMflOpd 
JteW 9253 92-51 9252 +001 

Sup 98 9147 9145 9245 UndL 

DSC 98 9203 9180 918) +002 

AAor 99 9303 9100 9302 +003 

Junto 93J1 9119 9370 +002 

Sapto 9137 9304 9305 +001 

DecW 9345 9343 9344 +001 

EsL rate: 13411 Prev, sates 51172 
Pro*, open M-- 841153 off 2775 


a-aanuatr b-appmtnrtt anbunt per 
stara/ADIfc 9-payaUe hi Conation finds; 
■mwaftilyj q-+7*or1eity; s-winlmiiwaBy- 


SYR TREASURY (CBOT) 

SI 00000 prin- pts & 64tto d 100 pd 
Junto 109-23 109-14 109-11 -01 2713*3 

Sep to 109-18 109-18 10» >fl -05 103 

Est. sate 19.999 AAom ufc i J-t949 
Mam open M 279,291, up 813 


34 33*. 

511* 53ft 


B .ft 

lift +ft 

44k -Vk 


I "l 7% 
UH 15 


Wtk Iff! 
*'! *n 
7Vk n» 



us. Slock Tobies Explained 

Soles figures are unoffldaL Yearty highs ond lows railed flw pmtous 52 Weeks pftn the current 
wee& but ntfffreMestMdiig day. WhereaspfitvslidtdMdend amounting to 2Speroetd or more 
twsbeftipttkLttwywrehigWow range and dividend ore shown for the new dodo only. Unless 
ottimvtefi rnfei rates of tfivktenrts ore onrwol tSsbureements boied or the Idlest dedarafan. 
o - dividend aha extra {si. b - annual rate of dividend plus stack dividend, c - liquidating 
dhddend cc - PE exceeds 99.dd - called, d • new yearty law. dd- loss in the lastl 2 months, 
e - dividend declared or paid In preceding 12 months, f • sinual rate. Increased on last 
declaration, g -dividend In Conation hinds, wibfed to is*, non-residence fax. I- dftWend 
declared after split-up or slock dividend, - drvktend paid this year, omIBed, deferred or im 
action taken at latest dividend meeting, k - dividend declared or paid this year, on 
accumulative issue wtffi dividends in arrears, m - annual rate, reduced on last declaration, 
n-new Issue In the past 52 weeks. Tte high-low range begins with lire start of hading, 
nd - next day deSvery. p- initial dividend annual rate unknown. P/E -price-earnings ratio. 
V dated-end mutual fund, r - dividend declared or paid lit preceding 12 months, plus stack 
dividend s- stock split. Dividend begins with date of split, sis- sales, t- dividend paid in 
stock in preceding 12 months, estimated cosh vatueon ex-dMdend or ex -distribution dote, 
a - newy ewtyhi^Lv- trading tiottedYi- in bflnkniptcy or receiyereWp or being reorgentred 
vndertne Bankruptcy Act, o*5«utifie5ossumedhiysoch03niponles.wd- when distributed. 
Wi - when issued/ ww - with warrants, x - ex-dIvMend or ex-rights, xrfls - ex-rfciribution. 
xw • without warrants. ^ ex-dividend and sales In hilL yfd - yield, i - sate In ful. 


Food 

COCOA (NC$E) 

1 0 metric tors- s per ion 
AAayto 1472 1450 1657 -26 

Jul 98 I486 1472 1474 -23 

Sra>98 1703 1497 1498 -17 

Dee to 1735 1727 1728 -19 

Mar to 1774 undL 

May to 1795 undL 

EsL rate £410 AAomsdK U891 
•Aam open M 80589, up 639 


Stack indexes 

5P COMP INDEX (CMEJU 
250 x Irate 

Junto 11150011070011 1£0O +£50 
Sap 98 112400 112140112400 +£10 

Doc to 1137 J0 1 137 .70 1 137.70 +6J0 
Est Idas HA. Atom sate 82448 
AAws open int 447008, off 8^79 


Daihatsu Motor Co. Mi 


18 YR TREASURY (CBOT) 

SKXUOO prin- pb & 32nds aflOOpd 
Junto 11301 112-27 112-31 undL 453,259 
Sep to 112-71 112-31 112-31 -03 7031 

Dec 98 11340 undL £170 

EiL Hies 44000 AAom wdm S7404 
Mars apai Int 472303, up Sto 


COFFEE CtHCSE) 


37400 par to. 

TAayto 149J5 14500 146.90 -100 

Jill to 14150 140J5 141.40 -100 

?« 13705 13500 13600 -005 

De< 98 I3TJ0 12925 129.75 -OJS 

AAorW 1»0O 12605 12650 -0J5 

E*t sate £1B2 Atom sate 6297 
Alter* open liH 31085. oft 347 


US TREASURY BONDS (CBOT) 

(8 pd-sl OtWM-flfc A 32nds atlOO pd) 

Jun 98 121-09 120-31 12147 + 02 672.244 
Sop 98 120-31 120-22 120-29 +01 61,192 

Dec to 120-70 120-20 130-30 +02 17.173 

AtorW 120-06 undL 78 

Ed. ten 188000 Atons sates 23£746 
Mores open int 77&41 7, up 130S3 


3-MONTH EUROMARK OIFFE) 

DM1 mlBon.pt* at 100 pd 

Apr to 9M5S 96455 96.455 +0015 8081 
Mayto ItT. NLT. 96J80 +0010 1175 
Junto 96050 98030 96043 +0015 422J92 
Sapto 94010 96.190 96005 +0020 35UM2 
DOC to 98015 9S.990 96010 +0030 3SJ59 
AAarW 95890 95070 9588S +0030 32W75 
Junto 95.750 95.720 95J40 +0030 151571 
5ep« 95030 95000 95020 +0030 144050 
Dec M 9&480 95^60 9&470 +0030 14&41 1 
MerOO 98420 95A10 98410+0020 82000 
Ed, sate: 151379. Prev. sate: 141,446 
Prev. open Ire.: LI 07.277 oft 7024 


FTSE TOO OJFFE) 


Junto 60490 Ml 0.0 60350 +70 
Sep 98 6107.0 61070 61 1£0 +90 

EsL sales 14714 Pm. softs: 112B1 
Prev. open btL: 152,629 up 544 


CAC 48 (MATIF) 


SVCAffWOMA M rnCSC) 
n woo fev cents par ft. 

Mmw P.gg 9.81 909 +0.06 74714 

V* ' }JJ 34543 

Odto 9.91 984 984 undL 42081 

AAa99 1084 10.16 1420 undL 17,145 
Est sate 27 Ji 4 AAliin sales 9,640 
AAemepailrd 18058£aH34S 


LONS «LT (UFFE) 

ESOOOO - pts A Bnds ol 100 pd 
Atoto 124-02 124-02 124-04 +0-0* 432 

Jin 99 108-11 108-01 1Q8-08 +0-06 201494 

Ed. tote: 31040. Prev. sate: 3S0W 
Pre*. open !«_■ 20*124 eff 753 


GERMAN GOV. BUND (UFFE1 
DM2500® - pis oi 100 pd 
Junto 107.13 107 JO 107.77 +0 T9 20938 
scp to N.T. N.T. 107.41 +001 « 

Ed.tees- 7*191 Prev. sate*: 79.700 
Pre*. open Ini.: 70*430 off *415 


lAMNTH PI BOR (MATIF) 

FF5 ml Bon « pts of 100 pd 
AprS« N.T. N.T, 94J2 +003 180 

WuyW RT. RT. 9*36 + 002 0 

■tan 90 9131 9129 9131 +002 71432 

gjpto 9118 9117 96.18 +002 31033 

OW98 9409 9401 9602 +0JB 4£920 

Ed. sates 17028. 

Open InL 247,222 off 652. 


Mpr98 37600 36810 37SS0 +580 46,78%.. 
Apt 93 3760 J 36850 37560 +570 £»^L,| 
May 98. 34715 3474-5 37390 +580 S0C«U L 
Junto 37130 34480 37180 +570 9,1B,“. V 

5ap» 373*5 37070 37415 +570 IlSOi 1ft 
EsI. sat«K 2*728. -Dh 

Open Mj 8U34 up 347. 


how things, 
to resume 



Commodity Indaxas 




, — ™ ,, J { . - beg 

am pre * ta ^D r ,- d °f its vafne 

41*1 in ixMlLrueor c *«IUC 


MIONTH EURO LIRA OJFFE) 


Moody'S -W15L10 . WW-lfv^Ces fo- 

Reutere 1^7800- 

04. Future* 13MJ 1245:*! tef * n "- 

CRB 22947 23)42 

Souratz Mm AwooWte Press, Lomtaa w 

InnFtnmdetPutam Exchaogct tuTt 

Patmlaum Exeh eo QC. 


ITL1 reman -pis of too pd 
Junto WjS 95J7 95-40 Unch. 231574 

Ste to 9£84 9501 9503 +001 231740 

Dec to 95.94 9509 95.91 +002 18&272 


SSfQ 


mm 
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A Fairy-Tale Publisher 
Realizes Its U.S, Dreams 

Purchase Expands Bertelsmann’s Reach 


By Edmund L. Andrews 

. New font Times Service 

FRANKFURT — Bertelsmann AG 
/ .has come a long way from selling books 
Vi of Christian music and stories by the 
Brothers Grimm, 

If it carries out the acquisition of 
Random House announced Monday, 
Bertelsmann would be the bi gge st com- 
mercial book publisher in the United 
States and in the world. Bat that would 
still account for less than .half of an 
empire that includes music, ma g ayi r] ^ 
broadcasting, digital television and on- 
line computer services. 

That's not bad for a company whose 
Fust best-seller was “Theomeli," a 
.book of Christian songs published in 
1 835, and whose first celebrity authors 
were" the Brothers Grimm in the mid- " 
19th century. Even now, with $12bilIion 
in sales and a global reach, the privately 
held company remains under the control 
of a descendant of Carl Bertelsmann, 

. The deal further heightens the power 
■ of Bertelsmann, which ranks as the 
I world's third-largest media conglom- 
J erate, behind Disney Co. and Time 
” Warner Inc., with businesses in books, 
magazines, broadcasting, digital pay- 
television and on-line services. 

In the United States, it already owns 
the RCA, Arista and Windham Hill re- 
cord labels and such magazines as Mc- 
Call’s. and Family Circle. It recently 
announced plans to create an on-line 
book-selling venture that would chal- 
lenge the Internet leaders Amazon.com 
Inc. and Barnes & Noble Inc. 

. Far all its reach, though, Bertelsmann 
remains closer to its paper- and-ink ori- 
gins than most other globe-spanning me- 
dia conglomerates, whether it is Rupert 
Murdoch's News Corp., which owns 
HarperCoUins; Sumner Redstone's Vi- 
acom Inc., the parent of Simon & 
Schuster, or Time- Warner, which owns 
Warner Books and Little, Brown. 


Bertelsmann has moved aggressively 
into digital television and formed a ma- 
jor alliance with America Online Inc., 
but its biggest business is still bodes. 

“There is a twofold aspect to our 
strategy,” its chief executive, Mark 
Woessner, said from die company’s 
headquarters in Guetersloh. “First, we 
have to enlarge our great book business, 
which is by far our largest business. Our 
next strategic interest is to further ex- 
pand our American situation.” 

Bertelsmann owns three of Germany’s 
nationwide commercial television net- 
works and stakes in scores of other broad- 
casting properties across Europe. 

In the United States, Bertelsmann 
Books owns Bantam Doubleday Dell, 
which it plans to operate separately 
from Random House until the purchase 
is approved by antitrust regulators. 
Eventually, the two American publish- 
ing units are expected to operate under a 
single umbrella, supervised by* Peter 
Olson, a Bertelsmann publishing ex- 
ecutive who is to become chief ex- 
ecutive of Random House. 

Industry executives say Bertelsmann 
has discussed buying HaipexColfinsfrom 
News Corp. But the move to acquire 
Random House, die largest American 
publisher of trade books for ordinary 
book buyers, has electrified the industry 
on both sides of the Atlantic. 

No one seemed surprised that Ber- 
telsmann had bought a second New 
York publisher; Mr. Woessner and oth- 
ers bad openly discussed their interest in 
such an acquisition. But most compet- 
itors had assumed it would make a deal 
with Mr. Murdoch, who has shown less 
interest in books than in his other media 
interests and recently stirred concern 
over conflicts of interest when Har- 
perCollins canceled a critical book on 
China written by Chris Patten, the last 
British governor of Hong Kong. Mr. 
Murdoch is seeking to expand his satel- 
lite-television network into China. 




Begun 1923, It Rose to literary Heights 
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Mr. Middelhoff, seated, and Mr. Olson, who jointly lassoed Random House. 


The man behind the surprise eftove is 
Thomas Middelhoff, the architect of 
Bertelsmann’s expansion into multime- 
dia services. Mr. Woessner announced 
last July that Mr. Middelhoff would 
succeed him as chairman of the Ber- 
telsmann global empire this October. 

Mr. Middelhoff is a confident 
strategist and a tough negotiator. When 
Bertelsmann was locked in a brutal 
brawl over digital television with the 
Munich-based Kirch Group, which owns 
German rights to avast library of movies 
and television programming, Bertels- 
mann refused to reach an agreement until 
it preserved the control it wanted. 

Over the past few years; Bertelsmann 

into rnultimedia products. Though it 
teamed up with Kirch Group and Canal 
Plus SA of France to launch Germany’s 
first pay-television service. Premier, 
Bertelsmann executives often spoke 
disparagingly about more advanced ser- 
vices such as movies on demand. 

Bertelsmann and Kirch finally 
worked out an agreement last year to 
roll out advanced services, in cohjunc- 



Malaysia Cuts Growth Outlook 
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Anwar Ibrahim presenting the 
revised forecast on Tuesday. 
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KUALA LUMPUR — Malaysia on 
Tuesday lowered its estimate for eco- 
nomic growth and raised its -inflation 
forecast for 1998. 

Finance Minister Anwar Ibrahim said 
the economy was likely to expand 2 
percent to 3 percent this year, less than 
the 4 to 5 percent growth he forecast just 
three months ago. That would be the 
-slowesrrate of growtir-iir more ‘than a 
decade. 

Mr. Anwar also said he expected 
inflation to accelerate, to a rate of 
7 to 8 percent in 1998 from 2.7 per- 
cent last year, as the slide of the ringgit, 
Malaysia's currency, against . the 
U.S. dollar made imports more expens- 
ive. 

The revised forecasts, made in a 
speech to Parliament, are part of an 
offensive to woo investors back to 
Malaysia's stock market 

But stocks slid Tuesday in Kuala 
Lumpur, with the benchmark composite 
index foiling OJ53 percent to 731.89 


points. Mr. Anwar also said that the 
foreign ownership ceiling of 30 percent 
in the banking sector would stay in 
place, as would caps on foreigners’ 
equity in industries such as telecom- 
munication. insurance and stockbrok- 
ing. 

Analysts voiced disappointment over 
the decision to leave tne ceiling at 30 
percent 

“What’s the harm in raising that to 49 
percent?” asked Steve Clayton, man- 
aging director of Caspian Research 
Malaysia Bhd. 

“What is going to be needed in 
Malaysia is foreign capital, and that’s a 
good way to do iL” 

Mr. Anwar said Malaysia bad already 
eased the ownership limits in financial 
services, insurance and the securities 
industry. 

The current-account deficit — which 
includes services as well as merchan- 
dise — is expected to be 1 percent of 
gross national product in 1998. he 
said. (Reuters. Bloomberg ) 


USX Seeks Partner to Enter Asia’s Steel Market 


• . ' Bloomberg News 

SEOUL — USX Corp. is 
seeking a partner for a joint bid 
to takeover an insolvent South 
Korean steel producer, a move 
that would give it access to 
Asian xarkets from which it 
has been largely absent. 

Pohang Iron & Steel Co., 
which already has an Amer- 
ican joint venture with USX, 
received a letter from the 
Pittsburgh- based steel and 
energy company this month 
suggesting a joint acquisition 
of Hanbo Steel Co.. Soho 
Young Ho, a POSCO exec- 
utive. said Tuesday. 

■ “This is a cheaper way of 
getting into Korea and other 
Asian neighbors." said Bill 
Sohn, an analyst ar Clarion 
Securities Co. “USX has little 
exposure to the lucrative Asian 
markets. Global positioning of 
its business must be a key rea- 
son behind the proposal." 


If the deal went through, it 
would be the latest in a raft of 
foreign acquisitions of South 
Korean companies that were 
made cheap by the collapse of 
the won last year. Hanbo's 
shares are worth about $18 
million on the stock market, 
compared with $34 million 
five months ago. 

A takeover also would 
provide a lifeline to Hanbo, 
which has an unfinished $7 
billion steel plant on its 
hands, after more than a year 
in the bankruptcy courts, and 
it would give USX access to 
the world’s sixth-biggest 
steel market. 

South Korea consumed 
more than S percent of the 
world's steel last year to feed 
its shipyards, which rank 
second in output to Japan's, 
and its auto industry, the 
world’s fifth-largest. 

POSCO, the world’s 


second-biggest steel produ- 
cer and a company under de 
facto government control, has 
so for resisted government ur- 
gin g s to take over Hanbo. The 
endangered company’s un- 
finished mill would require it 
to increase its investment just 
as the slowing South Korean 
economy depresses demand 
for steel. 

“We have yet to begin ne- 
gotiations with USX, but I 
don't think Hanbo Steel will 
be a profitable business." Mr. 
Sohn of POSCO said. 

USX and POSCO have a 
joint venture in Pittsburgh 
that produces cold-rolled coil 
for the U.S. market. 

Analysts say USX may 
have to join forces with other 
Asian companies that have 
been looking at South Korean 
steelmakers. 

‘ ‘Some Taiwanese compa- 
nies. too. have shown interest 


in Korean steel plants," Mr. 
Sohn of Clarion said. “USX 
may team up with other Asian 
firms to buy Hanbo.” 

Creditors of Hanbo, who 
are owed $6 billion, desper- 
ately want to seethe company 
sold. “Hanbo creditors will 
make very big concessions if 
any buyer appears," the ana- 
lyst said. 


: Daihatsu Pulls Out of Thailand, 
j Ending Production and Sales 

, Bloomberg News 

j TOKYO — - Daihatsu Motor Co. has stopped production in 

j Thailand, the company said Tuesday, and will close its sales 
i 'jutlets there at the end of the month, becoming the first 
1 1 Japanese automaker to pull out of the economically troubled 
.Southeast Asian country. 

Daihatsu, the second-largest Japanese producer of minicars 
J — vehicles with engine sizes of 660 cubic centimeters or less 
— will shut down the sales affiliate Daihaisu-Phranakom 
Motor Co. at the end of this month, Ken Koike, a company 
spokesman, said. It ended a production deal with Bangkok- 
based Bangchan General Assembly Co. last month. 

\ "We’ll look at how things go," Mr. Koike said, before 
deciding whether to resume production and sales in Thailand. 

Daihatsu said it would set up a subsidiary next month with 
20 employees to provide after-sales service and auto parts. 

The Toyota Motor Corp. affiliate, which makes tne Mira 
$50cc pickup truck in Thailand, sold just 160 vehicles in the 
country’ in 1997, compared with a peak of 4,000 in 1995, Mr. 
Koike said. The baht began plunging last July and has lost 
almost a third of its value against the yen over the past year, 
raising prices for imported cars and those produced mostly 
with imported parts. 

! The weak bant also hurts earnings of Japanese companies in 
Thailand when they repatriate their profits and convert them to 
ven. 

But Mr. Koike said the Thai pullout would not have a 
‘ 'gnificant impact on Daihatsu *s earnings. 
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How will liberalization of telecoms trade 
affect the callback segment 
of the industry: 

Don’t miss the International Herald Tribune 
Sponsored Section on 

Trade in 

Telecommunications 

On May 4, 1998 



This section, a joint initiative of the International Herald Tribune 
and the International Telecommunication Union, will appear in the 
IHTs worldwide edition and benefit from special distribution. 
For a synopsis, advertising rates or distribution details, contact 
bmahder@ihLcom ar your local I ITT representative. 
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tion with Deutsche Telekom AG. But 
European competition regulators ' have 
sharply criticized those plans, and the 
alliance's prospects remain unclear. .. 

Meanwhile, Bertelsmann has plunged 
ahead in its allian ce with America On- 
line. Less than three years after the debut 
of America Online’s Germany service, 
the company has more than 1 millio n 
customers. Bertelsmann also helped fi- 
nance America Online’s takeover of 
CompuServe Corp.’s customers, winch 
means that the joint venture now sexves 
-an additional 800,000 users. 

Through all the jockeying in elec- 
tronic media, both Mr. Woessner and 
Mr. Middelhoff have said that book 
publishing remains central to Bertels- 
mann's future. They also remained 
deeply interested in expanding their 
American presence, hoping to capitalize 
on the world’s largest media market 

Shortly after Mr. Middelhoff was 
anointed as the heir-apparent to Mr. 
Woessner, he began spending more 
rime in New York. Mr. Woessner said 
he wanted his successor to increase his 
familiarity with the American publish-* 
ing industry, but Mr. Middelhoff also 
came with a mandate to look for pos- 
sible acquisitions. The deal announced 
Monday was negotiated primarily by 
Mr. Middelhoff and Mr. Olson, an 
American who ■ heads . Bertelsmann 
Book Group North America. 

At the moment, the United States 
accounts fix* about one-quarter of Ber- 
telsmann’s worldwide sales, and Mr. 
Middelhoff has said that he would like 
to increase that share to at least 40 
percent If Bertelsmann succeeds in ac- 
quiring Random House, which is now 
owned by Advanced Publications foe., 
the United States would account for 
one-third of sales. 


NEWYORK— In 1923,BenneCfcGeif 
and DcmaldS3ojpfer,foefoteidex5 ofRao- 
dom HousCj Set up shop as tbs Modern 
Library in a tiny niafo-floor office at 73 
W. 45th St, with their desks fadng each 
other and sharing a secretary!. 

ft wasanerawhen’TiauiselKng” was 
not just a quaint term to describe the 
practice of a salesman personally recom- 
mending a book to & customer. “Hand- 
sdlmg* r for Mr. Cerf and Mr. Klopfer 
meant carrying books to stores them- 
selves, writing then* own editorial and 
advertising copy, all out of a passionate 
love of books, writing'and authors. 

• Their approach was a success, and. 
they expanded (heir business, founding 
Random House in 1927. from that grew 
the immense enterprise that is now be- 
ing acquired by Bertelsmann AG. 

Their first book was an edition of 
Voltaire’s “Candide.” illustrated by 
Rockwell Kent. 

As much as anything, it was Mr. 
CerTs large personality that propelled 
Random House forward. One of his first 
major authors was Eugene O’NeilL To 
get him, he- bypassed Mr. .O’Neill’s 
agent, and flew to Sea bland, Georgia, 
where he clunned tbe playwright into 
signing with Random House. Mr. 
O’Neill. 1 “was the mdst beautiful man I 
ever met,” Mr. Cerf wrote in his inem- 
oir k “At Random.” . - - - 

Later, Mr. Cerf traveled to Paris to 
meet James Joyce, whom he found with 
his arm in a sling «nri his foot handagfiri- 
behad been hit by a car. In 1934, Ranoom 
House successfully defeated a govern- 
ment ban on publishing "the full text of 
“Ulysses.’’ Random House had lai d the 
groundwork for other houses to publish 
works as they saw fit, and Mr. Cerf 
became a spokesman for foe industry. 

Mr. Cerf was. publisher,: friend and 
nursemaid to his writers, once carrying a 
drunken William Faulkner to foe hos- 
pital after foe author had burned himself 
on a radiatm:. 

The publisher worked on hunches 
and instinct, signing up foe young Ar- 
menian- American writer.. William 
Saroyan on a tip without meeting him or 
reading his work. He spotted a short 
story by TYurnan Capote in Mademois- 
elle, and put Mr. Capote under contract 
for die book that became “Other 
Voices,.Other Rooms.” 

And though Mr.- Cerf was shrewd 
about profits, be was willing to take a 
chance with an author. When he pub- 
lished Gertrude Stein’s “The Geo- 
graphical History of America or foe 
Relations of Human Nature to the Hu- 
man Mind,” he wrote on foe jacket 
copy: “Imnstadmirfrankly thatldonot 
know what Miss Stein is talking about- 1 


do pot even nnder stand the title.” 

Mr. Oafs kind of publishing would 
be impossible in today's world of for- 
tjfol editorial meetings and computer- 
ized records that dog authors as 
they move from publisher to publisher. 

“It was very casual,” said Jason Ep- 
stein, foe editor of Nonnan Mailer and 
EJ- Doctorow. “Everyone understood 
it was not a business lflre selling steel or 

shoes. It was a sport, a game for gen- 
tlemen who ctooJd support foernselves in 
other ways.” 

Eventually the company moved to a 
ring of the old Villard Mansion at 


W 

1960 Mir. Cerf bought the firm of Ins 


the publisher of 
T.S. Ehot- 


' 'idol, Alfred . 

Thomas Mann _ 

Mr. Knopf had founded his company 


As much as anything, it 
was Bennett Cerf’s large ■ 
personality that propelled ■ 
Random House forward. : 

in 1915, believing that American testes 
were maturing, and that Americans 
were ready to read the works of Euro- 
pean authors. 

Mr. Knopf, whom The New Yorker 
described as wearing an expression per- 
petually “intolerant and long-suffer- 
ing,” could, not have been more unlike 
foe ebullient Mr. Cerf. The writer John 
Hershey called Mr. Knopf “foe sworn 
enemy of fiogwash, bunk, gas, rubbish 
and a scourge of hypocrites and shod- 
dyites.” -. 

Mr. Knopf was said to view every 
book he published as a work of art. At 
one point, he had more Nobel Prize- 
winning authors than any other house in 
America, although a significant jxut of 
its revenues came from the mystic Kah- 
lil Gibran’s book, “The Prophet” 

“I tfonk that best-sellers should be 
abolished by law,” Mr. Knopf said. 
“They’re just another example of run- 
ning with foe crowd.” 

Publishers no ■ longer titter such 
words, and- today, Knopf publishes its 
share of mass-market authors, too, Anne 
Rice and Michael Crichton among 
them. Knopfs parent company. Ran- 
dom House, depends on a quaint tale of 
a murder and drag queen set in Sa- 
vannah, Georgia. John Berendt’s “Mid- 
night in the Garden of Good and Evil," 
to help keep the ship aflo at 

S tin, Mr. Epstein said: ’The essential 
process of editing and publishing has 
not changed and never. will. There are no 
short cuts to it and no way of doing it 
differently.” 

It is just that publishing is no longer a 
■ gentleman’s game. 


Net earnings: 
FRF 7.9 billion 


“ Revenue: consofidaced revenue rose 123%. to FRF 364.4 Mfon. 
On a comparable basis (constant currency, accounting method and 
structural basis}, revenue growth reached 8.7%. Growth was partfoiarty 
solid in life insurance and financial services, in prapertycasuaftyand 
reinsurance, revenue was stable. 

Breakdown of Consolidated Revenue by Burineg 
|oi bUiore of FRF] 



Financial services 
and holding 
companies 


Tbtaf: FRF 364-6 trillion 


"Consolidated Net Income:. 1997 net income Group share totaled 
FRF 7.92 Wfion. confirming the rnprovedprofitabBty of the insurance 
and asset management businesses commurucared for the first half of 
the year. Net earnings per share reached FRF 24.34, an increase off 
19.5%. The increase tn fuljy dilUed earnings per share, r.e. taking 
into account convertible bonds redeemable rn stock and subscription 
options, climbed 24.7% versus the previous yeac to FRF 22.84. This 
exceeds the Group’s target of an average of 1 5% a year for the 
1 996-2000 period. ■ 

Consolidated Net Income, Group Share by Line of Business 


fropertycasuatty insurance operations eonmbured FRF 2.359 b*an 
to consoDCbted net income. Group share, maintaining its underwriting 
results and cost-control efforts under adverse market condlnons. In 
addition, investment results were good in most countries where the 
• Group operates. Europe contributed FRF 2.662 brifion to this total, 
including FRF 1.2 II billion for France and FRF 650 mfl/lon and 
FRF 5 1 6 mffljOn for Bdgium and Germany respective^. Some activities 
made a negafoe conofouoon to consolidated net income, notably direct 
insurance, due to high development cotix and Asian businesses, where 
equity portfolio values were reduced to reflect die general decline In the 
region's markets 

"The increased contribution from reinsurance operations was 
slgnfficant reaching FRF 8 1 3 mfflton. buoyed by satisfactory investment 
results and the absence of any major claims 
* The flnandai services contribution to consolidated net income. 
Group share totaled FRF 2.4 1 5 bflfon. The American financial services 
contribution increased by 90%, to FRF 1 .742 baton, in an extremely 
buffish market context 

The financial services, contribution from other countries was 
FRF 673 rnfflon, including FRF 1 87 miWon from asset management, 
FRF 145 million from real estate and FRF .341 million from other 
financial services. 

The Group attained 11 .2% return on equity in 1997. reaching 
the objective it had set for 1998 one year ahead of schedule. 
This puts it wen on trade for its medium-term target of 1 5%. 

Assets Under Management Return on Average Equity 


pn Wiens of FRF] 


before net hcome appropriation 


[n maons or FRF] 


31/12/199 T 

31/12/1996 
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Life insurance 

3,928 

(.612 

Ifropeny-casuaJty insurance 

2,359 

525. 

Reinsurance 

813 

579 

Financial services 

2.415 

950 

Holding companies 

{1.595J 

143 

Total 

7,920 

3,809 
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f I ) AX6 SA“s na income for I 996 is gwi for mfotmaaon purposes orty 

* Life Insurance operations contrtouted FRF 3.928 Wfion to net 
income, Group share, thanks to business growth and satisfactory 
investment results. Europe contributed FEF 3,2 1 8 bSion of the total, 
including frf 1.314 Wtorfor the UK FI? 812 mfflon tor France, and 
616 million for Belgium. The contribution from US life insurance 
operations climbed to FRF 379 mffSon. from FRF 143 mWon the prior 
year National Mutual Asia rontrfruted FRF 269 mflilon. 


* Dividend: At the Ortfinaryand Scaordinary Meeting scheduled for 
6 May 1 998 ar the fialas des Cbngnb in Paris, the dividend amount and 
Ptyour date wai be subm&ed to shareholders tor approval. A dividend 
of FRF 9 win be proposed, versus FRF 7.50 for r 996, an increase of 20%. 
The coupon detachment date is 1 1 Mty I m inchJdingitietax credit 
the total dividend amount h FRF 13.50. AXNs objective s m mairraoi 
te payout ratio at 354096 of earnings. 

Net Dividend per Share 


(hFRf| 


CAGR: 

169b 


5.00 


5.50 

8 


oaa. 

■ LbO jjl 

6.50 im ■ 

ilr 


1993 I9W 1995 1996 1997 


For additional information: the full press release anti a detailed presentetfon of results are available on the Intern |htmyAvww.ara.cDrnj, 
or by contacting the Investor and T'nalysr Relations Department (tecaiThai Pierre Grarfierj at 33. 1 .40.75.48.42 
or the AXA individual Shareholders Department jFran^ois PaveeJ & 33. l .40.75.46.05. 
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EU Raises the Heat 
On Credit Lyonnais 


Bloomberg News 

• BRUSSELS The Euro pean 
Union’s top antitrust official 
threatened Tuesday to apply “much 
stricter conditions” to & French 
bailout of state-owned Credit Ly- 
onnais SA, de manding France 
take action 'by next week. 

_ The EU’a competition commis- 
; , a rioner, Karel Van' Mien, said an ae- 

Alt ft fiJMi L.Jf .1.1 « 
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by disagreements over which assets 
the bank needed to sell and the 
French government's refusal to ac- 
celerate the sale of the bank to private 
investors. The plan follows one ap- 
proved by the EU in 1995 that had to 
be revised as toe Reach state con- 
titaied to pour money mtn rhe h anfr 
“We’ve been trying to sort things 
out, bat until now without success,' ’ 
Mr. Van Miert said, “The progress 
isn’t satisfactory.” 

The battle between Mr. Van Miert 
and the French authorities involves 
die biggest bailout EU antitrust au- 
thorities have had to contend with. 
Saving Credit Lyonnais, which 
aimed to' become Europe's largest 
bank, is expected to cost the French 
state as much as 190 billion francs 
V ($31 billion), according to figures 
i previously mentioned by Mr. Van 
f : Mkrt. The cost has escalated from 
45 billion francs in 1995, to rcp- 
» resent roughly 10,000 francs per 
French taxpayer. 


Tension between Brussels and 
Paris has been rising as France resists 
Mr. Van Miert’s calls for a quick, sale 
of Credit Lyonnais to private in- 
vestors as well as the sale of most of 
its European assets outside France. 

France is dragging its feet, ana- 
lysts said, because toe longer it waits 
to sell Credit Lyonnais, toe more 
money it is likely to get from the 
sale, as the bank’s recovery adds to 
its value. 

Jean Peyrelevade, toe bank’s 
chairman and chief executive, said 
over the weekend that the bank was 
probably worth 40 billion francs 
today and could be worth even more 
next year. 

■ Last Thursday, Credit Lyonnais 
posted a profit of 1.2 billion francs 
for 1997, five times the amount it. 
earned in 1996, when it postal a 
profit of 202 million francs. 

' After the bank’s announcement 
of its results, however, Mr. Van 
Miert took the unusual step of ques- . 
timing publicly their validity. In a ' 
surprise statement, he said the re- 
sults assumed state aid of 3 billion 
francs that the EU had not cleared 
yet, and were therefore “illegaL” 

The bank could find itself in an 
awkward position iftheEU does not 
approve the new 3 billion franc aid 
by the time toe bank's shareholders 
hold their annual meeting in June, to 
approve the bank’s 1997 results. 
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Europe Is Urged 
ToFoimAUiances 
In Aerospace 

Hauers 

PARIS —The big Eoropean 
aerospace companies should 
forge specialized alliances as a 
way of competing globally, toe 
French defense minister said in 
an interview published Tues- 
day. 

Alain Richard, speaking in 
an interview with a financial 
daily, Les Echos, also said 
French companies should pool 
their military businesses along 
sector lines. 

France's state-owned Aero- 
spatiale, British Aerospace 
PLC and Daimler-Benz Aero- 
space AG of Germany are due 
to present a blueprint for re- 
shaping military aid commer- 
cial aerospace by the aid of the 
month to confront competition 
from toe U.S. titans Boeing Co. 
and Lockheed Martin Corp. 

Mr. Richard urged that 
Dassault Aviation of France 
and British Aerospace work to- 
getho - on combat aircraft. The 
two compete with toe Mirage 
2000 and the Tornado and have 
the new Rafale and Eurofighter 
jets vying for export sales. 

“Some points are essential, 
particularly that the future 
European entity combine all the 
European activities -in .combat 
aircraft” Mr. Richard said 
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. By Susannah Patton 

Special to die Herald Tribune 

PARIS — France’s economy, re- 
covering after a period of slow 
growth, showed signs Tuesday that 
it would not lose steam soon. 

Frencfa industrial output surged in 
January and housing starts rose at 
their fastest pace in three years, re- 
ports showed, and economists said 
toe fresh economic data provided 
more evidence the economy would 
expand mrm *. this year than last 

The figures, on toe heels of recent 
economic data showing & drop in 
unemployment, rising consumer 
spending and growing confidence 
among French households, are the 
latest sign that France’s economy is 
set to grow strongly this year after 
two years of sluggish performance. 
The Reach government is counting 
on growth of 3 percent this year, up 
from 2.4 percent in 1997. 

Production of such man uf act ur ed 
goods as cars, appliances and the 
parts to make them rose 8.8 percent 
in toe three months ended in January 
from toe comparable period a year 
earlier, the national statistics office 
Insee said Meanwhile, the Housing 
Ministry reported that new-home 
construction rose 2.7 percent in Feb- 
ruary and 5.4 percent in toe three 
months to the end erf February. 

Economists said the figures re- 
flected an increase in domestic de- 


mand, which has joined with ex- 
ports to drive growth in Fiance.'; 

“The key to the strong-growth 
scenario is that domestic demand is 
picking up,” said David Nahde, an 
economist at JF. Morgan in Paris. 
“The labor market is improving in 
France, and that is helping to boost 
consumption.” 

France's unemployment rate fell 
to 12.1 percent in January from a 
postwar high of 12L6 percentlast 
one. That helped raise consumer 


January, compared with 0.2 percent 

for all of 1^97- 

The manufacturing output figures 
showed a slight l.l percent dre^j 
from December. Economists char- 
acterized the dip as a “pause,” 
however, rather than a reversal of a 
positive trend. 

•Still, some economists warned 

thar die Asian financial crisis and 
France's plans to legislate a 35-hour 
workweek could slow economic 
growth. “Those two factors cloud 
the picture for forecasting,’* said 
Patrick Mange, an economist at 
Deutsche Bank who is expecting 
1998 growth of 2.7 percent : 

‘ Eric Clancy, economist at Morgan 
S tanley , added: “Growth is rfne to 
slow down a bit in France and other 
European countries as the effects of 
the Asian crisis are felt But I'm not 
worried, because prospects for con- 
sumer spending are very good.” 


Audi Sees Improvement on Record Profit 


U«r Ldaffhe Aaaodaed Pits 

Audi’s chairman, Franz-Josef Paefgen, outlining the auto- 
maker’s glowing 1997 profit report and 1998 forecast Tuesday. 


QteOeityOmSKffFnmDittebs 

FRANKFURT — Audi AG re- 
ported its best-ever annual results 
Tuesday and said further increases 
in sales and profit were possible in 
1998. Net profit rose 22 percent last 
year, to 367 million Deutsche marks 
($2005 million). 

Chairman Franz-Josef Paefgen 
said toe luxury car division of 
Volkswagen AG had raced through 
two “magic” boundaries in 1997, 
with sales exceeding: 20 billion DM 
and deliveries of more than 500,000 
vehicles. At 22.4 billion DM, sales 
were up 19 percent and die com- 
pany delivered 546,436 vehicles, an 
1 1 percent increase over 1996. 

“In 1998,” he said, “we expect 
solid growth with a sales volume 
above toe previous year’s leveL” 


Audi said group sales would reach 
6.5 billion DM in toe first three 
mouths of this year, 29 percent more 
than in the like period in 1997. 

But Mr. Paefgen said profit 
growth might not w ytteh the sales 
growth because Audi was running 
out of production capacity. 

Anal faces production bottlenecks 
at its main plants in fagolstadt and 
Neckarsulm in southern Germany as 
it struggles to cope with demand for 
its top-end A6 and A8 models, which 
are already sold out for 1998. 

The automaker said it was con- 
sidering ways to increased capacity, 
including expanding exis ting plant* 
A Brazilian plant is to open in earty 
1999. and toe company said it might 
build a plant in or outside Germany 
but added that do concrete plans ex- 


Investor's Europe 
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isted yet (Reuters, AP, Bloomberg) 

■ VW Early Retkement R»ct 

Volkswagen agreed with its 
95,000 German workers on terms of 
an early-retiiement plan aimed at 
reducing labor costs, Bloomberg 
News reported from Wolfsburg, 
Germany. 

Employees between the ages of 55 
and 60 will be able to work at feast 
half of their remaining years until 
retirement and receive an average of 
85. percent of their monthly salary 
during the entire period. VW will pay 
full pension insurance' contributions 
for the years to retirement . 

Klaus VoDcert, head of the waters 
council, said VW, which saw profit 
double last year to 1.36 billion DM, 
should pay wcakers a special bonus. 


Source: Tofekuts 


Verybrieflys I 

• Western Get pai y’s annual inflation r atehita 10-year low of 
1 percent tins month amid falling juices for energy, .vacations 
and telephone calla Consumer prices feU 0.2 percent thu month, 
strengthening expectations that interest rates will not lire. 

• Germany will appoint the Bundesbank's chief economist 
Otmar Issing, to tbesfa-member executive board of the future 
European Central Bank, where he will join members from 
Finland, Italy, Spain, the Netherlands ami France in over- 
seeing the Jan. 1 start of the common currency, the euro. 

• AO Yuksi 03 Co. plans a strategic alliance with Schlum- 
berger Ltd: of New York, an oil-field services, company; toe 
Russian oil company 'concluded a partnership deal Monday 
with Hf Aquitaine SA of Fiance. 

•Russia went ahead with its delayed issue of Deutsche mark- 
denominated Eurobonds and raised the amount to lj25billion 
Deutsche marks' ($684-5 million) from 1 billion amid strong 
de mand for the paper. 

• SEAT SA, Volkswagen AG’s Spanish cannaking unit, said 
its profit more than doubled in .1997, helped by sales of its 
SEAT brand cars, particularly its Ibiza model. SEAT earned 
11.1 bfllkm pesetas ($71.6 millkm) in 1997,upfiom5.3 billion 
pesetas in 1996, when it ended a five-year string of losses. 

• Savoy Hotel PLC’s net income last year was £17.7 million 
($29.7 million), reversing a net loss a year earlier of £26.8 
tmUioo, amid strong demand for rooms at its four Loudon 
luxury hotels. 

• Presenilis AG, a provider of dialysis products and services, 
said fourth-quarter profit rose 20 percent, to 55 million DM, as 
it bought health centers in Europe and increased its sales in 
Latin America and Asia. 

•The Swiss National Bank is accepting as much as 2 billion 
Swiss francs ($1.3 billion) in bids for two sets of government 
bonds; it also announced toe auction of Switzerland’s first- 
ever 30-year bond. AFP, Bloomberg 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


World Bank Accepts a Share of Blame for Asia Crisis 


By Philip Segal 

tnimmional Herald Tribune 


“There seems to have been suf- 
ficient publicly available data in 


it said, “were not restrained by in- 
adequate financial statements, hi gh 


‘ _ HONG KONG — The World see problems at least a year before 
Bank blamed local governments, the devaluation of the baht,” the 


Thailand to allow observers to fore* short-term debt or die unhedged tor- 
see problems at least a year before dgu-exchange exposure present in 


.... . — the devaluation of the baht,” the the financing structure of „ .. „ • 

lortngn mvestras and international World Bank said. “Yet few appro- banks and toms.” economist, and others for more in- is one that needs to be considered.” 

insntiiboos such as itself Tuesday dated the depth of the structural hi a sign of how ea§er richer tervention in international capital The goal of Chile’s system is that 

lor either causing or failing to an- weaknesses in East Asian econo- countries were to invest in the de- marirets. The idea is to help slow the with capital costing more for short- 

oopateAsia s financial crisis, and it mies. Rating agencies and interna- veloping world before last year’s flow of money from rich countries tenn projects, bonowexs and lenders 

warned that investments in and donal institutions failed to ad- financial crisis, net inflows of to developing nations whose finan- will be more careful about where 

loans to the world’s emerging econ- equately assess the region's private long-tenn money still reg- rial systems cannot always product- they direct the foreign funds, 

ornws were likely to drop this year, economic vulnerabilities.'' isteredan increase of 3.6 percent last rvely handle such masses of funds. The idea of controls on the 

a Countries dial rely on these In its annual report Those arguing this Chilean model “is still an issue un 

wiU timely titled Global Develop- „ _ " ' , case have been der active debate,” said Moms 

SiaCC e “ ** fnent Finance 1998 — The sank also chastised spvemmaits in staunchly opposed by Goldstein, senior fellow in inter- 

near term, the World Bank said, formerly known as the j . f _ j ■ ^ the VS. deputy Treas- national finance at the Institute for 

predicting economic growth of 3.5 World Debt Tables — region, foreign bankers and investors, my ^secretary. International Economics in Wash- 

perc^ in Malaysia and 3 percent in the bank predicted a — — ■ — ; Lawrence Summers, ington. But it is not a care-all, and it 

“* ^il4>P“ws this year but no slowdown in foreign money flows year over 1996, rising for tbesev- who likened the ability of busi- works only if countries dean up 

or a contraction in Indooe- to the developing world this year. It enth year in a row, to 5256 billion, nesses to raise money across borders lendfa g pq terie*!# that for 

sia/Thailand and South Korea. highlighted a new emphasis, already The small increase for the year to the rise of jet travel “Govern- allow the use of real estate ascol- 

Ine bank, in a report on Asia's bong adopted by bankers and in- masked a surge of money in the first meats,” he wrote recently, “can lateral for shot-tom loans. 

* crisis, chastised governments in temational agencies, that accents half and an almost equally heavy respond to the invention of die jet In a boric Co be published on the 

emerging economies for having in- the quality — not the quantity — of retreat after the onset of the Asian aircraft by lengthening the runway Asian crisis, Calluzn Henderson, a 
adequately regulated financial sys- investment in emerging markets. financial crisis in July. That war- or by banning jet landings & is magging analyst at Standard & 


countries ought help stabilize these 
economies. 

The debate has drawn calls from 
die financier George Soros, Joseph 


Stanley Fischer, the deputy man- 
aging director of the International 
Monetary Fund, said at the World 
Economic Forum in Switzerland 


t Asian Stiglitz, the Worid Bank’s chief last month that “the Chil ean s chem e 
economist, and othera for more in- is one that needs to be considered.'' 


rodnet- 

fonds. 





^face considerable difficulties in the meat Finance 1998 — 
■ near _ term,” the World Bank said, formerly known as the 
predicting economic growth of 3J Worid Debt Tables — 
; percent in Malaysia and 3 percent in the bank predicted a 
. the Philippines (his year but no slowdown in foreign n 
' or a contraction in Indooc- to the developing woric 

sia, Tha i l an d and South Korea. hi ghligh ted a newemph 




World Debt Tables — region, roreign oamters ana i 

die bank predicted a — 

slowdown in foreign money flows year over 1996, rising for tbesev 
to the developing worid this year. It enth year in a row, to 5256 billion. 


highlighted a new emphasis, already Tire small increase for the year 


JO ouu mTwwio, my secretary, 

■ Lawrence Summers, 

for tbe sev- who likened the ability of busi- 
256 billion, nesses to raise money across borders 
for the year to the rise of jet travel “Govcxn- 


adequately regulated financial sys- investment in emerging markets. financial crisis in July. That war- or by baaning jet landings It is 
terns. It also took foreign bankers It said that in this decade in emog- iness to commit large amounts of obvious which is better.” 

and investors to task for pouring ing economies, “distorted incest- new money — especially into the The most frequently cited ex- 
money into emerging markets that ives, lax regulatory standards, poorly stock m a rk ers of Asia — will make ample of a country that has found a 
often provided poor returns. managed financial liberalization and for a difficult 1998, the bank said, balance between deregulation and 

The bank also had stern words for inadequate disclosure and supervi- The report emerges amid adebate sensible controls is Chile, which 
itself, saying international institu- sion. have encouraged excessive risk- over how to prevent another Asian taxes foreign-currency loans at a 
tions had not been on the lookout for taking,” and it placed much of die crisis, with international officials rate of 30 percent in (hear first year 


or by banning jet landings. It is 


iness to commit large amounts of obvious which is better.” 


ing economies, “distorted inceot- new money — especially into the 
ives, lax regulatory standards, poorly stock markets of Asia — will make 
managed financial liberalization and for a difficult 1998, the bank said, 
inadequate disclosure and supervi- The report emerges amid adebate 


The most frequently cited ex- 
ample of a country that has found a 
balance between deregulation and 


The report emerges amid adebate sensible controls is which 
over how to prevent another Asian taxes foreign-currency loans at a 


the right signals and had been taken b lam e for die crisis on imprudent and economists increasingly dis- and requires stock investors to leave denying yourself the neces 
; by surprise when the crisis hit last action by more developed countries, cussing the idea that controls on their money in the country for a ital for growth — but to 


^s. It is managing analyst at Standard & 
Poor’s mMS International in Hong 
ted ex- Kong, writes: “The process of glob- 
found a aiization to already to a great ex- 
ion and tent taken financial control out of 
, which the hands of Asian political and fi- 
ns at a nanciaJ authorities. The trick is not 
list year to fight that process — thereby 
to leave denying yourself the accessary cap- 
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‘Foreign lenders and investors,” short-term 


developing minimum of 12 months. 


For investment information 

Read 1HE MONEY REPORT every Saturday in the EfT. 


WTO Sees Slower Trade Growth 

OmqsBatb) Oar Sk& Front Dtipatdta 

GENEVA — A slowdown in Asian and U.S. economic 
growth, could lead to a drop of two to three percentage 
points in the growth rate of world trade this year, the 
World Trade Organization said Tuesday, and it said fears 
of a flood of exports from Asia were exaggerated. 

Exports of goods globally rose 9.5 percent in volume 
terms last year, the trade body said in a report. 

The organization said trade growth was likely to slow 
in some Asian countries, such as South Korea and In- 
donesia, whose currencies have lost as much as two- thirds 
of their value against the dollar in the past six months, 
making imports more expensive. 

“Trade prospects for 1998 remain clouded by uncertainty 
over the impact of the Asian financial crisis,” foe group said 
without making a specific forecast for tins year. 

Still, lower imports into the five countries most affected 
— Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, South Korea and 
Thailand — are unlikely to be a major brake on 1998 
world trade growth, the WTO said, as these countries 
account for no more than 7 percent of global commerce. 

Exports from the five countries will grow this year this 
year, the WTO said, but not as rapidly as might have been 
expected given the massive declines of their currencies. 
The countries account for a combined 3.6 percent of 
global gross domestic product, the organization said. 

(AFX, Bloomberg) 


Prognosis for Japan’s Economy: 
Possibly Heading for Recession 


cnq&dbyftoSi&FnmUniaickB tax cuts, public spending, or 
TOKYO — Japan’s already both to snap the economy out 
weak economy is worsening, of the doldrums. 

'two top economic officials The minister of iniemation- 
' said Tuesday in the latest grim al trade and industry, Mitsoo 
government statements indi- Horiuchi. urged (be govern- 
cating the country could be meat to consider deep cuts in 
\ ■ headed toward a recession. corporate and income taxes, | 
Finance Minister Hikaru reflecting the business com- ! 
Matsunaga'said the economy munhy’s concern over the j 
was “in a severe state.” economy. His call for bold tax 
Koji Omi, director-general relief for companies and in- 

■ of the Economic Planning dividuals came one day after 
Agency, then said the econ- senior ruling party politicians 
omy remained “stagnant” decided not to include large- j 

; and its problem was “becom- scale tax cuts in an economic 
ing more severe.” stimulus package set for re- 1 

The government conceded lease Thursday. 

I late last year that economic Hie governing Liberal 

■ growth was at a standstill, but Democratic Party nas said the 
many private economists and package will center on public 

. business leaders have ex- works spending and will not 
'pressed concern that the econ- include an income tax cut 
/[omy may start to shrink. But senior LDP officials 

The problems have put left open the possibility of a 
. mounting pressure on the cut in personal income taxes. 

- government to come up with (AP, Bloomberg ) 

Hitachi Sets Chip Venture in Russia 

Agence France-Presxr pany executives Said. 

TOKYO — Japan's Hila- The venture will be con- 
chi Ltd. said Tuesday it would trolled 5 1 percent by Hitachi 
form a joint venture with Rus- and 49 percent by a group of 
sian partners in April to pro- Russian partners, led by 
dace semiconductors in St. AOOT Svetlana of St Peters- 
Petersburg. burg. 

Hitachi -Svetlana Power Hitachi-Svetlana expects 
Electronics, capitalized at 2.2 annual production of 100,000 
million yen (517,000), will units of insulated gate bipolar 
become the first semi con- transistors — a power semi- 
duct or production facility in conductor device. 

Russia run by a Japanese elec- Production is to start by the 

ironies manufacturer, com- end of December. 

Very brief ys 

• Cathay Pacific Airways Ltd., Hong Kong’s major airline, 
plans to lay off an additional 130 employees as business 
continues to sag amid Asia's economic downturn. The move 
will bring to 870 the number of workers the airline has laid off 
since the beginning of the year. 

• Hong Kong auctioned off two plots of land, including a 
property on exclusive Victoria Peak, for 1.21 billion dollars 
(SI 56.2 million), topping some forecasts and bolstering con- 
fidence in the city's slumping property market 

• Japan's domestic demand for cars, trucks and buses fell 21.2 
percent in February, to 524,662 vehicles, the Japan Automobile 

■ Manufacturers' Association said. But including vehicles pro- 
duced for export, the number of vehicles built in Japan in 
February was nearly unchanged at 933,192, the group said. 

• Oriental Land Oh, the owner and operator of Tokyo 
; Disneyland plans to sell bonds to help finance a 400 billion 
yen (S3.07 billion) expansion project 

• Japanese department-store and supermarket sales fell 6.6 
percent in February from a year earlier, to 612.4 billion yen, 
the Japan Department Stores Association said. The decline 
was the 1 1th consecutive monthly drop. 

• Japan’s Finance Ministry granted Allstate Insurance Co. 

• permission to sell auto and other types of nonlife insurance 
policies in Japan. 

* ABB Asea Brown Boveri Ltd, a Swiss-Swedish con- 
glomerate, formed a venture making power transformers with 
several Chinese companies including Chongqing Trans- 
former Works. 


Two elephants are sitting on a log. 

The little elephant is the big elephants son, 

but the big elephant 

is not the little elephant s father. 

How is this possible? 



fig- 1 

"If you are not my father, 
I wonder who is?” 



map 


fig - 2 

n The bigger question is: 
who am I?” 


PARIBAS 
A FORCE IN 
. GLOBAL 
CORPORATE 
BANKING 

Total Assets 
US $290 billion 

Net worth 
US $12 billion 

70% of revenues 
generated 
outside France 


SIZE IS MISLEADING 

The question above demonstrates how language and prejudice can make us leap to conclusions. 
Corporate banking is particularly rife with misconceptions. 

Few realize, for example, that Paribas with total assets of over US $290 billion is one of the top 
three banks in commodities and trade finance and a major player in media where it ranks N°2 in Europe. 

More than the two thirds of our business activity is concentrated in high added-value structured 
financing and in growth sectors such as Projects, Export, Aerospace and Healthcare. 

Yet to some people who view banking from a distance, a more Familiar name somehow just sounds 
bigger. And often for no reason at all. 

Which brings us back to that log and those elephants and the moral of this story which is 
“never assume”. 

We assume that because we say “big elephant" it must be male. In fact, the big elephant is the 
little elephant’s mother, hap:! lwww.paribQg.com 


PARIBAS Thinking beyond banking 
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Kunming, in 
southern China, 
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called the Thailand 
Friendship Caravan, 
illustrates why T1 
the natural crat 


. The caravan 


is 


gateway to 
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Ova* six. days, the other expedition 
members and I navigated chu way 
over 1,300 kilometers (800 miles) of 
highways and four-wheel drive tracks 
in flie upper reaches of the Mekong 
River Basin, passing through same of 
Asia's most spectacular country: t er- 
rant as widely varied as tropical rain - 
forest and chflly highlands. Organized; . . 
by the Tourism Authority ofTnafland . 
(TAT) in cooperationwithlhePAIA 
Thafland ChqseE, Thai Airways In- 
ternational and tise Petroleum Au- 
thority of Thailand, the project is just 
one step in the Thai gcwennnenCs : 
effort to pioneer an Indochina eco- 
nomic zone served by a regioo-wide 
transportation network and attractive ‘ 
to travetex? in 


an open window in the -distance! - 
. We end the day ins tea garden in, 
the heart of the city.- Hderlyresideats 
play mahjong in the dying light It’s a. 
j>eaceful place, a worldfaway from 
. the traffic outside. the garden g^ei: •’. 

- - DAY TWOrThe Friendship.Qffa- 
‘ van kicks offal dawn as our convoy 
of 25 -vehicles, hits die streets- of 
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detour to Stone Forest, .1 20 IdltK . 
meters southeast of Kumni^ -a.; ^ 
massive coliection of gray limestone ' 

. pillars. -Then cw journey begins: iri ••:- 
■ earnest, a straight rim towardXaos. /■ - 
Southern ; China is traversed. by . ', 
water. Magnificent " rivers; shake 
through the countryside, brooks 
tumble, through- hilltop ■■• 

• ■ • villages, and- .charinejs : - 
; nia- tfafoo^ii; field s&er 
field pf sugta cane. We 5 
. catch glimpses of small- 
. , r r . ‘ ' town life tammg theMll: « 
J tiibesra viU^esbdp, an V. 

rrK .^: - ';' • old man and; Ms graird^ 

son; an inntiepse; pig : 
....... roastm^ over an open 

•. fire wtnleainan b®stes if' 

' . -withsauce. ' •'■• r . J -U 
Between viIIagM,'~we. -; 
£|ggg§v drive at' : -a'.' brBk pace. V . 
■fea aatS f : Sounding horns ; and 


*■ 




We carosslhehalfbiknneter of “no- ' 
man's land”/ between: CMna and 
Labis. AH around -us, Jand is under 
cultivation. Immigration takes just . 
long eothigh for us to wilder through 
the duty-free store: We' arrive at Lu- 
angNamTha and check into ti»e basic 
but. cheerful UdomsQpa Hotel In die . 
nearby market; women are selling 
beautiful sfik taid cotton weavings.:.; 
Each piece takes two months to' pro- 
dace yet costs ohly $10: ' . ’ “ 

DAY SEXr Ota.TAT guides tell us 
that today wifl be the hardest leg of 
the journey and they prove to be ..- 
right ^ Werise at4 AM. and head off;, 
in the darkness on a mountain road • 
that soon det^rofates into an un- ‘ 
paved track. Later it worsens ey^ti 
further into a rutted, boggypath. ‘ 


The caravan, 
launched In.gMa TU' 
Kinding roads qf 

province (above),' 
covered 1,300 
kilometers of ■< • - 
' tLi^nejm: and four- 
wheel drive tracks 
■ through some of , 
Asia' s most: 

. qaectaboLLar y -'. 
countryside ■ 
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As we headed 
south, mountain 
after mountain 
was covered in 


terraces 
(above), in 
Thailand and 
China, we kept 
in touch with 
the outside 
world via the 
national GSM 
networ k s. In 
Laos, we relied 
on a satellite 
phone (right). 




search of adventure Asatinkin V 
the Amazing Thailand cam- 1 S 
paign, it MghC^its Thailand's : ■ 
role as the natural bub- of the - ;■ 
Greater Mekong Subregion-' 
(Qiina’s Yunnan. Province, Myr 
anmax, Laos, Vtetaam. Cambod- 
ia and Thailand). This is *e story £ 
of that journey. -. '. } 

DAY ONE: At an devation of ; 
1,890 meters (6,200 feetX Kun- : 
ming’s climate is bracing in the - - 1 
winter months.- This city of 3.5 
million is full of contrast and color. ■ 
Its wide, tree-lined streets teem with 
cyclists pushing . - down the 
boulevards like great schools of fish, 
Big department stores with laige 
windows are well stocked with mod- 
em goods. Across town, n». the 
Flower and Bird Market, cobblestone 
lanes aKariderthrot^i rows of shops 
selling binds, seed, flowers and frogs. 
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In tbe villages 
along the 
caravan route, 
we caught 
glinpses of 
peaceful 
small-town 


On the way back from the Dragon 
Gate — grottos cleaved from the 
cliff by a Taoist nionk and bis 
coworkers 200 years ago — westop 
at Huating Temple. Ancient build- 
ings gracefully surround a stone 
pond. Incense drifts upward through 
the magnolia, crabapple, green 
plum and willow trees. Tbe main 
temple is an extraordinary panoply 
of statues of thousands of figures' 
from Buddhist mythology. Some- 
where a prayer bell sounds and 
Chinese opera music wafts from 


flashing lights, we ca- 
reen at breakneck speed 
around tortuous, exhil- 
arating tends. The con- 
voy stqps for coffee on a 
narrow road and . we 
gasp at tbe views: hy- 
droelectric stations set 
against a mountain, 
backdrop, rice terraces 
climbing the steep 
bluffs, seeming to defy 
gravity. 

Tonight we stay in 
Mojiang. a town that 
features one hoteL one 
gas station and one 
main street It has taken 
us 12hourstotravel328 
: kilometers. . 


DAY THREE: As we 
continue south, mounfam aflermoun- 
tain (I lost count at 123) is covered in 
superb -rice terraces. Vegetable, 
patches, tea gardens aid tree plan- 
tations abound. Even luscious straw- 
berries are bang expertly grown in 
this highland climate. 


. The, view foroiigh the windows of . ^ 

; > ota. Jeep Gterokee shows a rural 
. sotiefyrSucceeding handsomely in. - F 
; &e t2Kk of keeping itself fed. Yet ^ / f. { 

r ^artj-'fipm diesel utility vehicles -. 

■J t^ed to titai^ort everytiung from -■ 

^people: to hay to rubbish, there's 
no- ;inodenr farm equipment in 

Afler . today’s drive (349 ki- I :- : T 
: S- Jometers) it’s, easy to be op- ; ^ Xy 
fimis tic about China’s future. 

- i. lTte governmeot is building a 

- ' wide - transnational rrad 

flirpugb this region to exped-^ -^ v 
i/,- ite access to Laos and TTtai- 
I - land, and die existing roads 
J are surprisingly good. 

^ - Shortly ^er 5 PJVL we 
g cross the Mekong River 

& (called the Lancang River 

p inGiina), a vyonderful mo- 


fr DAY FOUR: We f| 
m - ' wake up in Jinghong — 

^ known as the City of 

[H| Dawn — the capital of 
fefe,-- Xishuangbanna f*re- 
fecture. It’s the first day 
^ 'ofthe Chinese New Year and 

the streets resonate with fire- 
crackjers. In a nearby market, 
holiday shoppers seem unper- 
turbed by the noise. Jinghong is a 
lively, bustling town that appears to 
be undergoing a renaissance. Five 
international hotels are already open, 
with at least that many under con- 
struction. 

Tbe prefecture is home to many 
tribes, but the Dai people dominate. 
Dai women wear colorful hand- 
woven sarongs and often wrap their 
hair in beautiful headdresses. The 
Dai language is similar to the north- 
ern Thai dialects. Dai villages fea- 
ture wooden houses raised on stilts 
with dudes, pigs and chickens frol- 
icking below. In one village, about 
five hours from Jinghong, an elderly 
woman with a nut-brown face and 
bright pitik sarong and headdress 
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We slip and slide 
through some of the 
most difficult four-wheel 
driving possible. Hour 
after hour, we edge our 
way along. We pass oyer 
precarious bridges _ with 
‘ wooden . planks missing 
and views of the river be- 
low. As the sun cranes up, 
we see villages ahead 
Hordes of children and their 
parents line the road to cheer 
and grin as we drive 
through. Their goodwill is 
infectious. 


Stone Forest 
(left), 120 
kilometers 
southeast of the 
Chinese city of .• 
Kunming, Is a. 
massive collection 
of gray limestone 
pillars that ’ \- 
resemble monoliths 
of rock in a lunar 
landscape . 
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greets us. She invites us to 
her house for lunch, but 
regrettably our schedule 
prohibits us from accept- 
ing her kind invitation. 

DAY FIVE: Border 
crossings are often fascin- 
ating, and the China-Laos “j 
checkpoint is no excep- 
tion. The Chinese side 
consists of a motley col- 
lection of official build- 
ings and an old gate. We 
stop to take photos' with 
the Chinese guards, who 
oblige us with a smile. We 
say good-bye to our 
Chinese, police escorts, 
who have done an admir- 
able job of guiding 25 foreign, 
vehicles over 1,000 kilometers of 
diverse road without incident 
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By early afternoon, the road re- 
mains rougM Mud gives way to 
blinding dust so -fine it’s like talcum 
powder. Visibility is reduced . to 
zero at times> . : 

In the late . afternoon, we arrive at 
the Laos-Tbailand frontier, a sleepy 
place called Huay XaL 
We catch the car ferry across the 
Mekong and bead fen- Chiang Rai, 
known as the Gateway to the Golden 
Triangle. Thus ends a rewarding and * 
memorable journey. 
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Smooth as silk 


Tourism authority of Thailand 

202. Le Craicord Building - Ratdiadaphisdc Road - Huay-Kwaog - Bangkok 10320 
Td. (662) 694 1222 (has 80 phone lines) - Fax (662) 694 1220, 694 1221 
e-mail; tat@csoiiLac.tb - Web site: bttp-V/wu’W.taLar.tb 
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Sports 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 1998 


World Roundup 


Gascoigne Will Go 
To Middlesbrough 


Paul Gascoigne, the 
England midfield player, agreed 
Tuesday to Join Middlesbrough of 
the English first division, 

Bryan Robson, the Middles- 
brough manager, said Gascoigne 
had agreed a tfaree-and-a- haif -ye a r 
contract Gascoigne mntf s till payy 
a medical examination. 

Gascoigne, 30, had been with 
Glasgow Rangers for the past two- 

one fall match, in the^Iast^diiee 
months and has lost his place in the 

England team in warm-up matches 
for the World Cup. 

Gascoigne ana Robson played 
together in die England midfield in 
the early 1990s. ( Reuters ) 

Day of Deals in NHL 

ice hockey National Hockey 
League teams made a string of 
deals Tuesday, die last day before 
the league’s trading deadline. 

• The Detroit Red Wings ac- 
quired defenseman Dmitri Miro- 
nov from the Anaheim Mighty 
Dudes in exchange for Jamie 
Pushor and the Wings’ fourth- 
round pick in die 1998 entry draft. 

Mironov, 32, had been Ana- 
heim’s third-leading scorer with six 
goals and 30 assists in 66 games. In 
54 games this season, Pushor has 
two goals and five assists. 

• Hie Buffalo Sabres traded for- 
ward Jason Dawe to the New York 
Islanders in exchange for forward 
Paul Kruse and defenseman Jason 
Holland. 

Dawe, 24, had 19 goals and 17 
assists in 68 games to rank third in 
scoring for the Sabres this season. 

•The Vancouver Canucks. sent 
Dave Babych, a 36-year-old de- 
fenseman. and a sixth-round draft 
choice to the Philadelphia Flyers 
for a third-round pick in this year’s 
draft 

• The Toronto Maple Leafs 

traded Jeff Brown to the Wash- 
ington Capitals for Sylvain Cote in 
a swap of veteran defense- 
men. (AP) 

PoppleweD Retires 

RtfGBY UNION Nick Popplewell, 
32, the British Lion and former 
Ireland captain, said Tuesday he 
will quit international rugby union 
at the end of this season. Popple- 
well, a prop forward, has played 49 
times for Ireland. (Reuters) 

Quick Start for Pakistan 

cricket Pakistan, which needs 
just 192 runs to win the second test 
against Zimbabwe in Harare, 
scored 58 runs in just 14 overs 
before the close of play Tuesday. 

Saeed Anwar smashed an un- 
beaten 38 as Pakistan set off at a 
gallop, losing just one wicket 

Earlier, Zimbabwe was bowled 
out for 268 in its second innings. 

• Nasser Hussain completed bis 
first century against West Indies on 
Tuesday to lead England toward 
safety in die sixth test in Antigua. 

After heavy showers delayed the 
start of the final day’s play until 
after lunch, Hussain and Graham 
Thorpe hatred through the after- 
noon session ro take England to 275 
for three at tea. Hussain was on 102 
not out (Reuters) 

Holyfield to Face Briton 

boxing Evander Holyfield will 
defend his WBA heavyweight title 
against Henry Akinwande on June 
6 at Madison Square Garden in 
New York. 

“It's pretty much done, there are 
just a few littledetails to work out,’ ’ 
said Marina Capuro of Showtime, 
which will handle the pay-per-view 
distribution of the fight 

Akinwande, a 6-foot-7 English- 
man, is the mandatory challenger. 
In his last fight, he was disqualified 
for holding against Lennox Lewis, 
the WBC champion. (AP) 


A Sad Episode for Newcastle 


Unemotional Herald Tribune 

L ONDON — As every self-re- 
specting soccer player knows. 
When you play away In Europe it 
is best to keep your defenses up. Freddie 
Shepherd ami Douglas Hall forget this 
rule, and it has proved costly. 

The two men were the chairman and 
vice chairman of Newcastle United. The 
English Premier League club announced, 
a sharp rise in half-yearprofits Tuesday: 
£ 1 1 .6 million, up from £6.4 million. But 
Shepherd and Hall, who between them 
own 60 percent of the shares, had 
resigned early Tuesday. They dare not 
show their faces around the stadium, the 
city or anywhere else in Britain. 

They had been caught with tbeir de- 
feases down in a Spanish brothel 10 
days earlier, trapped by a journalist pre- 
tending to represent a businessman who 
planned to models foreign club on their 
methods. He filmed and recorded them 
in the brothel and a strip joint in Mar- 
bella, and exposed them in the News of 
the World, a British tabloid. 

The uprising of Newcastle folk had 
less to do with die places the men visited 
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or the company they kept than the ap- 
parent boasts that showed contempt for 
the club's customers, the fans. 

“Shepherd and Hall may own the 
shares, ^aid John Regan, secretary of 
the Newcastle Independent Suj 
Association, “but the fans own l 
and soul of this dub. The bottom line is 
that an apology is not enough: they must 
resign.*^ 

Belatedly, they did. Lace Tuesday, Sir 
John Hall, the father ofDouglas Hall and 
the businessman whose leadership six 
years ago saved Newcastle from im- 
pending bankruptcy, returned as interim 
chair man, to the end of this season. He 
has 10 weeks to unify board, ream and 
supporters — 10 weeks doting which 
Newcastle could win (he FA Cup, its 
first major English trophy for 43 years. 

Sir John is 65. He is a man of volcanic 
emotions. He worked down a coal mine 
but now lives in the ancestral home of 
one of the lords of die coal fields . Above 
all. Sir John is a “Geordie,” as New- 


castle natives are known. He is a man 
hewn from hardship who has an intense . 
belief in family aim regional values. 
Time will tell if be was too soft on his 


dared not and then castigated the re- 
porter, Mazher Mahmood, whose scam 

entrapped the two men. 

‘‘T^rnghtmareforourtwofamflies.’’ ' 
said Sir John, “was trying to explain all 
this to sobbing grandchildren. The hu- 
man cost is immense, and I ask you all 
now to let us get cm with our lives.” 

Sir John resigned as chairman 14 
mouths ago, • when Newcastle was 
floated on the stock exchange. Shortly 
before that, Kevin Keegan, the char- 
ismatic team manager, had left the club. 

British institutional investors with 
stakes in the club are considering their 
options. They have asked searching 
quetfionfr about the two exposed men 
and their fitness to serve on toe board of 


World Cup Ticket Matter: 
Will Blair Get a Seat? 


By Baity James 

International Herald Tribune 


■ BRUSSELS — Even Prime Minister 
Tony Blair of Britain said Tuesday that 
be could txx be sure of a seat at games in 
the soccer World Cup this summer. 

The European Commission, acting in 
agr eemen t with that view, strengthened 
its warning that it would sue France for 
milli ons of dollars in damages for keep- 
ing well over half .the tickets for the 
soccer World Cup this summer. Karel 
Van Mien, the European Union’s anti- 
trust commissioner, accused the French 
authorities of “very considerable dis- 
crimination" against foreign fans. 

The Commission, toe EU’s executive 
body, will lodge a formal complaint that 
officials said could lead to a claim for 
fines totaling up to 10 percent of ticket 
sales. The french organizing committee 
immediately replied that it would appeal 
the complaint, and Van Miert acknowl- 
edged that the case could drag on well 
past the final whisde. 

Addressing the French National As- 
sembly on Tuesday, Blair said he would 
try to return to France for toe World Cup 
— if he could find a ticket 

Blair had earlier suggested that not 
more than two government minis ters 
should attend games in which England 
or Scotland are playing, to avoid ac- 
cusations of special treatment from fans 
unable to get tickets. British officials 
have wanted that the ticket penury will 
create a black market. 

The commission says it has a doty to 
ensure that all European citizens are 
treated equally. Van Miert accused toe 
French sports minister, Marie-George 
Buffet, of interfering to oppose the com- 
mission and to encourage toe defiance 
of the organizing committee. 

France says it is acting fairly by of- 


to send 60,000 of the remaining 
160,600 tickets to the soccer federations 
of the other 31 participating nations — 
10,000 more than it was offering last 
week — and selling toe rest on a first- 
come, first-served basis. 

Jacques Lambert, the head of the or- 
ganizing committee, said it would have 
been seen as a “gross injustice" by toe 
French if those tickets were sold only to 
fans outside France. 

The Bench Sports Ministry insists 
that since taxpayers have paid toe costs 
of the championship, including a mo- 


sy. and other investors, will doubt- 
less wait to see what follows Sir John’s 
10 weeks in charge. 

The “people" have won, though it 
may be a pyrrhic victory. 

“Ifeel very sorry for the fans because 
you can’t get better supporters in the 
whole land," said Cardinal Basil Hume, 
of the R oman Cnthnlir. Oitmrf l in 
Britain and a lifelong Newcastle United 
ton. ‘’They deserve a first-rare team run 
by a dnb that is well organized." 

The crux of this matter is that, toe 
fortunes .of Newcastle are built, more 
strongly than m any other British city, 
on the faith of toe local fans. They live 
and breathe soccer; it is their regional 
identify, ingrained in the people as coal 
dust was once beneath toe fingernails. 

One fan said last week that moralizing 
over the deeds of Shepherd and Douglas 
Hall should be left to their families (both 
are married men with children), but toe 
insults to fans would never be forgiven. 


numental new stadium near Paris, it was As drink flowed in Maxbella, toe pah- 
only fur that Bench fans should get 65 ' boasted of “ripping off" fans who paid 
percem of the tickets. 

The organizing committee says it re- 
ceived 20 milli on requests for toe 1.25 
million available tickets. Tickets sold 
outside France are being distributed 
either through national soccer feder- 
ations or through officially recognized 
tour operators, which are selling seats 
only as part of package deals. 

British fans say they have cannot 
afford prices of up to £600 ($1,000) for 
a single first-round match, and much 
more for later games. 

Last month, FIFA, soccer's world gov- 
e ming body, said it had persuaded the 
anbring committee to hand over 


orgai 

150,000 tickets for the 48 first-round 
games that it had been holding in reserve 
to sell to Bench fans. The committee 
insists it has obeyed rules laid down by 
FIFA that apply to any host country. 

The dispute has p ro m p te d an anti- 
French campaign by toe British tabloid 
(ness, with one newspaper, the News of 
the World, publishing the photo of the 
woman in charge of ticket distribution 
with hex head in a guillotine. It printed 
her telephone and fax numbers and 
urged readers to send complaints. The 
committee was swamped with calls. 


D paid 

£50 fra replica shirts that cost £5 to 
make, called the women of Newcastle 
“dogs," said the star player Alan Shear- 
er was as “boring as Mary Foppins*’ and 
crowed that they had sola Andy Cole to 
Manchester United for £7 million know- 
inghe needed serious surgery. 

Within a day of the publication of the 
story, more than the fee for Cole fell 
from the market valuation of the club. 
Within 10 days. Shepherd and Hall were 
made to deport toe boardroom. “What 
has happened has been self-inflicted," 
said Sir John, “but you have to ask why 
such an elaborate scam started? They 
were ncfi aims dealers, not robbers." 

He then reminded Ids audience that it 
was Shepherd and Hall, together with 
.the Newcastle chief executive Freddie 
Fletcher, who in 1992 orchestrated the 
. union of Keegan, the Pied Piper, and Sir 
John, the paymaster. The last act of the 
now disparaged junior partners was to • 
sign a deal with the Frau* TV station 
' Canal Plus to show Newcastle’s 
matches live in 160 countries. They 
made profits but without honor. 

Rob Hughes is on the staff af The 
Times of London 


Browns Will Be Reborn in Cleveland 


By Leonard Shapiro 

Washington Post Service 


ORLANDO, Florida — National 
Football League owners have unani- 
mously voted to provide Cleveland with 
an expansion franchise that will be 
known as the Browns and will begin 
playing in 1999. 

On the first day of tbeir annual winter 
meetings on Monday, toe owners also 
approved an extension of the collective 
bargaining agreement with the players' 
union, assuring labor peace through 
2003. 

Cleveland had been guaranteed a new 
team by toe league after Art Model 1 
moved the city’s longtime franchise to 
Baltimore after the 1995 season and 
renamed the team the Ravens. The 
league will now begin toe process of 
selecting an owner, setting an expansion 
fee ana determining toe method for 


stocking a team that will play in a 
70,000-seat stadium already under con- 
struction on the site of the old stadium in 
central Cleveland. 

The new Cleveland Browns will play 
their first game in July 1999 in the 
annual Hall of Faroe preseason contest 
in nearby Canton, Ohio. The NFL com- 
missioner, Paul Tagiiabue, said toe fran- 
chise would play in toe American Foot- 
ball Conference's Central Division. 

The Browns will become the league's 
31st franchise, and Tagiiabue said they 
wo uld immediately begin sharing in the 
league television revenues in 1999. 
Neither Tagiiabue nor the stadium com- 
mittee chairman, Jerry Richardson, own- 
er of the Carolina Panthers, would es- 
timate a franchise fee, but Tampa Bay’s 
owner, Malcolm Glazer, said be thought 
$500 million was not out of line. 

“A price tag of a franchise will not be 
that complicated," said Richardson, 


who paid an expansion fee of $140 
million when toe league expanded to 
Carolina and Jacksonville three years 
ago. Several groups have already ex- 
pressed interest m owning a new 
Browns franchise. 

The commissioner’s role in achiev- 
ing the labor extension as well as ne- 
gotiating an eight-year, $17.6 billion 
network and cable TV contract was re- 
warded when owners voted unanimous- 
ly to give him a five-year contract ex- 
tension through March 2005. 

Tagiiabue, 57, has been in office since 
November 1989 and had two years left 
on a contract that reportedly paid him 
about $2^ millioa a year. No figures 
were made public by the league, but 
sources indicated that his new contract 
would double that salary. 

The National Basketball Association 
commissioner, David Stem, earns $6 
millio n a year. 



Mbc ScnofftntcB. 

Anna Koumikova returning a serve against Monica Seles in the first set 
of tbeir Upton Championships match, which the Russian won, 7-5, 6-4- 

Kournikova in Final 8 
After Beating Martinez 


The Associated Press 

KEY BISCAYNE, Florida — Anna 
Koumikova earned toe last women’s 
berth in the quarterfinals at die Lipton 
Championships on Tuesday by beating 
Coachita Martinez, 6-3. 6-0. 
Koumikova, 16, eliminated a top-10 

g layer for the second tune in 24 hours, 
he beat No. 4 Monica Seles, 7-5, 6-4, 
Monday. The Russian will next play 
Lindsay Davenport, the world No. 2. 

Martinez, ranked moth, never had a 
break point and hit only two winners in 
the 51-minute mismatch. Kournikova 
won 15 of 17 points at toe net 

“I was really prepared and knew 
what I had to do, Koumikova said. 
“I’m really an aggressive player. I try to 
come to the net as much as possible." 

Seles, playing just hex second match 
after a four-month layoff, was no match 
for Koumikova. 

Pete Sampras was also treated rudely. 
He lost, 0-6. 7-6 (8-6), 6-3, to Wayne 
Ferreira on Monday, and his ran as 
No. 1 could end next week. 

“I’m silting herein shock," Sampras 
-said. “I had the match in my hands. 1 let 
it slip away.” . 

Hus grip on No. 1 is tenuous, thanks to 
a stumbling start in 1998. Petr Korda, ' 
who is ranked No. 2, Maicelo Rios, toe 
No. 3, and Greg Rusedski, No. 5, have a 
chance to supplant Sampras, depending 
on bow they rare at the Lipton. . 

Sampras, whose 102-week reign is 
die third-longest in ATP Tour history, 
could slip to third next week. 

“You just hope when it comes to the 
end ofthe year, lean be No. 1," he said. 
“The eod-of-the-year ranking is a true 
indication of who had the best year. But 
tins is not toe way I wanted to start the 
year." 

This year has been especially difficult 
for Seles, who has spent the last few 
months tending to her terminally HI fa- 
ther, and her rusty baseline game was no 
match for Koumikova. 

“Monica has always been the player I 
admired most," she said. “When l was 
growing np, she was the young and 
upcoming player." . 

Seles was a teenager then. Now she’s 


24, but a 1993 stabbing and her father’s, 
illness make her seem older. • 

“I feel bad fra her, for her dad, fra 
what happened to her," Koumikova 
said. “Ifnothing would happen to her,I 
think she would win another 20 Grand 
S lams .’* 

Sampras, who owns 10 Grand Slam 
titles, has finished the last five years at 
No. 1 . But in five tournaments in 1998 
he has only one title — at Philadelphia^ 
early this month. 

“You have to have a bad patch some- 
where,*’ Ferreira said. “It’s taken him 
five years.” [rf 

Korda, who needs two victories this 
week to overtake Sampras, outlasted 
Francisco Oavet, 6-4, 4-6. 6-3. Rused- 
ski, a longsbot to become No. 1 nextt 
week, overpowered Marc Rosset, 6-1 
7-6 (1 0-8). Rios, who could become* 
No. 1 if he wins the Lipton, earlier ad-[ 
vanced to a fourth-round matchup* 
against Goran Ivanisevic. 
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Monica Seles, who was playing her 
second match after a long layoff. 
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Dwtnd a 11 ll 3»-N 

PModdpHo IS IS 87 19- 79 

D: Dwnore 6-1684120, H* 5-11 7-11 1ft P: 
Coleman «-lS W 25, Shaw 3-10 *4 11. Ra- 
boewb— Qefroff 55 (B.WiBms 131, Phflo- 
<Uphb49 (Cotanan 13). A*sfct*-DsM23 
(HU DmxBt S, PUadetphto 20 (mean S. 
SaUM MSB 30— IS 

Cbfcage 30 M M 31-111 

a water !MB 4 -s».McCdrfy*-TS<M 

C Pippen 11-20 4-4 71. Jonkm 11-22 2-2 24. 
btamds— Boiton 38 (Walter 7), CWcogo 
34 (Rodman 14). Asstds— Boston 24 (Boros 
7), Chicago 29 (KukoclO). 

Minnesota *4 20 27 14— 87 

Data 20 16 25 JO— 01 

Mt Paetor 10-22 M 21 MAchel844 2-2 1% 
D: Finley 1 1-223427. Bradley 7-142-6 14. Ro- 
booafe-MlBMHtO SO (MlttKl! 1®, Date 
« (Bmdfcy 12). tete-MMoenfa IS 
IMflfbwy 6), Dote 19 (Finley, Roam 7). 
LA. La tore 27 27 30 21—107 

Denver it 20 26 22— 84 

LA. Lakers: Jones 10-1444 27. OtM 10- 
16442* D; Fortson 10-14 4424. GaftMrn 7- 
9 1-2 10. Rebounds— LA. Lsken 49 (DNeal 
9). Denver 39 (Baffle 7). A*Sm-LA. Latere 
23 Mm Eat & Darner 23 Uadoen 6L 
Sameate 22 I* 14 37- » 

Seattle 31 27 tt 23—1*7 

S:AMu1-WDlred8-172-31&Debere7-ll0- 
0 1*S; Pavion 10-1804 2* 8aker9-142-3 20. 
Eeften te Suuunrei d u 41 (Polynlce 7L 
SeaBte 45 (Schrempf 10). Asists— Soc- 
lOBwnfe 19 (Johnson, Fundeitailte Potyrtee 
4L Seattle 29 (Payton S3. 

ULOppen 20 U 32 23-75 

VmiCMiwr 27 26 27 24-106 

LA. CDppere: Oppere; 6-1 1 442a Room 
8-14 M IBi V: Reeves 14-26 IS 3S Abdur- 
Ho!*n 5-11 6-7 16. Rtbeetes— LA. Oppos 
54 (Wright IQ). Vancouver &S {5 ml® IS). 
Aulm-LA. CBppers 25 UHaifbi 
Vonawwi'H (Mayberry, Harley 6). 


Women’s NCAA 


Norm Coiata State 6a Conaedleut 52 

mibwist 

Louhtana Teds 72. PurtmOS 
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NHLStanmnos 


cruwnc DIVISION 


Tennessee 74, North Garofina 70 

wui 

Ariamsas 77, Duhe 72 
THI FINAL FOUR 
M HUMS Ctrl’. MO, 
3EBVMALS ON KARCH 27 
Loatetona Tert vs. Nortti GaroGta Slut* 
ArfunHS w. Twomeo 
CHMIFIONSMP on vunat » 
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Exhibition Basfimi i, 

mommy usem 

BMHmm 7. MSmesota 2 • 

DetroO S Toronto 3 
Kansas Ctty 7, Qrrcfciad 4 
PMkxtetpMo 1. Texas * 

Haashm S Tampa Bar 1 

Las Angela 8. ABanta 4 

FtoiMa7,».Lotrio6 

NewYaricMds 3, Montreal 2 

Oakland 4, Seattle 3 

SOI Francisco & AnoMm 3 

CtdccgoCubsT, Mbmohee Kvpflt-sqEmO 8 

Onctautfil Ptltsbwgh I 

Bavtoa & New TM Yankees 7 

Cafuimfa 11, CNcogeWMe 340(6 . 

Son Diego to) 7. AUhmviwe to) 6 
San Diego to) A Arizona 4 12 Inniaga. mo- 
tool agreement 
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KSndwd ptoyoft bertti 


2 2 1-6 
0 12-3 
Fht Putted: Cnrathn, Cefeas 11, 2. 
CoraBna, Primeau 21 (Raburta. Leccfeystnrn) 
SocmM Psriud: F-WaMwni Id 4 Garolna, 
Kapunsn 25 {CteBotv Primeas) (pp). & 
CaraOms Gttanoa 3 (Kapanav Prtauou) 
TMrd Psrtefc F-KdDov 12 (Dwonrit, SmhkO 
7. F-Meflcnl V T2 (Minphy, Gogno) A 
Carofaii Pitmens 22, ten). SMs oa gvab 
ConrfTno KM 6-3— 29. F- 13-9-16-3&. 
(Mr Carolina, KWd. P-vwbtotoom*. 
Chicago 2 2 10-5 

DaMt 113 0-6 

FM nM C-Mk*rbov 10 (Lerow. 
Johnson] Z D-Pashor 2 tLoputoteJ 3, C- 
MorenuS OCBgefl Second PtoottGAinurte 
26 Cutes TonotO (pp). S, G-Mareaa 9 
OOBM Men} & 0-Udtflttn 17 CMorptip 
Yzwraan) (up). ThW Period; D-Padonv 2 
(Ykermon. LMetiwn) (ppl. O C-Oaz* 30 
{WetraHW 9, D-Yremwn 19 (Lkistroai. 
Shanafaan) tpp). ML -O-YMfflion 20 
(Fedorov. Udsbwn) Ove rtime: None, iteti 
ea fO* C- 9-04-1— 23. D- 12-12-16-5-45. 
Cee—i C-TeneA D-Hodmv Maude. 


CRICKET 


wtrt MBttO V8. MMMV 

SIXTH TEST, FINAL DAY AT TPA . 
TUESDAY M ST JOHNS, ANTHUA 
England: 127 and 27S-3 
west Mes 500-7 declared. 

Shower* p rev en t e d oar pJoy.beforo lunch. 
ZMMIWI VS. PMHBM 
•SCOW TBST, FOURTH DAY 
TUESDAY * KAHARt, JHBABWE 

ZkoMn; 277 and 258 
PakUaR 354 nd 58 tor one 


TENNIS 


HOWMT M KEY amCKriE. FLORIDA 

sun's mow 

THHDfKWB 

Tin Hemnda Brttofrv deL Catos Mora 
06L SpciA 6-1,64 FabrksSaftm* Franc* 
deL Sebartcn Prieto Aigenttna 6-Z 6-3. 

Mate Ktofec Germany, def. Jonas B)crt- 
man (7L Swecfen. 7-600,7-6 (7-3). 

Warn* Fen eta, S. Africa, dot Pete 
Sdmpius (1), 04 7-6 (W), M. 

Greg Rosedild (6L England. deL Matt 
Rosset Snto. 6-1, 7-6 C1MD. 

PetrKordo (2, Czech RepubDc def. Frun- 
cbc»ClevetSpoiiv6-4446-3l 

Thomas Enqvfet Sweden, deL Komi Ko- 
oera(ll).Sto*akia,60.34>6-3;AlexCanet|a 
(BtSpab del. Goto Btoaco, Spda *4 6-1. 

Gvskno Kuerten DID, Brett deL Anbd 
Medvedev, U to te60 H 7-6 OS); Sieve 
Conp6ea,ua.detToddMorftvUi.l-A7- 
S.1S C7-A5. 

woaanmoiH 

THIRD ROUND 

Anna Kaumtova, Russia def. Monks 
Sdes.U3.7-A 64. 

fourth Romre 

Martino Htogb flL SwSz. det Sondrine 
Testa d C13L France, 6S. 5-7, 6-4 Undsar 
Davenport CO, UX. deL NathaOe Taukri 
D21 Ft. 6-l,A2Jaaa Novotna O.CMdiR. 
def. Ante Haber (14), Gee, 6-2, 6-4 Serena 

WSteoa ILS, def. Patty sctoiyder, Swb, 6- 

A4A63. 

SMa Fwtna ttaty, det Amanda Cbdw 
(61* A Africa 6-7 &7L 6>Z frl: Venus V7i- 
Itams 0 1), U Ss def. Rio Grand* It, 6-1. 64. 

Aimfcn Soncfwz Vfcorio (8J. Spain, deL 
Marta Atofcmdia Veida Verwueta. 6-4 6-1. 

TUESOW RSUILTS 


KownfkDva def. ConcMta Morflnre (91, 
Spain, 6-1 6-0. 


fOURTKROUtO 

Jeff Tuanga United SMea del. Yevgeny 
KafeWftoV W,J1mto,3A 60, 6-2. 


TRANSITIONS 


fist Opftmed LHP BBI Pulsipher, C Vance 
WHson and 28 Ralph MMard to Norfolk IL, 


. NAHONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 
PHILAOELPHM-Acftratod F Derrick CMe- 
man. PulF Kebu Stovart on fMwed BsL 


tUOTOMAL FOOTBALL LEMOUE 

CRfiSN oat— S igned TE Tyrone Davb to 
mvtityear contract 

Tamm MV-5lgned WR M gen Carter and 
WR Kendddt Lee. 


FOURTH ROUND 


AMERICAM LEASUE 

akaheim— P utC Angelo Emnadon an 
1 5-doydlsatdsd fist Ophoned RHP GeoffEd- 
safftoVdncotfvenPa. . 

nosTmi— OpBaned RHP Robinson Gteca 
to PawtodcdUL 

aaCACO-AgreedtolomseriftOF vmCon 
doro on l-yoar owrtred. Destgmded LHP 
Mft* Btortfi tor assignAMri. Opftmed OF 
Brian Stamens and RHP Mei Snyder to 

QrigiVfcPCL and C Marti Johnson to Bbm- 

Ingtxnn, SL. 

*0* TOKK— Designated RHP Daony Rtos 
forass^nmetf. 

OAKun-Opttomd RHP Jay Wtekh 
aid INF Mark Betaemto Edmonton, PCL 

SCATTU-PirtLHP JeBFassere on 15Ktay 
dbabtodlbt . 

TEMS-Puf RHP Malt WHtestde on bre- 
voaible vretoeis tar pampare of gMng- bta 
Ms imcondtoonal release. Pet RHP xovter 
Hemandamd RHPOanny P alteis mi onlS- 
riqr disabled Brt. 

(UnONAL LEAQUfi 

arHsm— P et RHP Q»y Litfle, RHP Ken 
Robtnson and iF H ar rier Rfca on 15-dtrydb- 
aMed ttsL Qpnoned RHP Chris Ctaiiom and 
2H EdvAr Dkn to Tucson, PCL. . 

HousTaR-OpOoned IF Russ Johnson to 
NswQrtnanaPCL 

anvoBK-Put RHP Jason lst*i0iagsen 
atriSSur dlsaMad fist ondC TeMHendtoy 
and LHPHetor/Wereodo oo 15-day dtoobled 


NXnaflAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 
eemuA-fteoafied RW Vodav v&mJ. 
and D Rumen Ndur from Roc hester of Sit- 
AHL . . 

Dallas— A crivaladD DerianHakher ham 
toured reserve. Pat RW Todd Havey on ta 
lured reserve. Assigned D S«w Qasm , F 
JOMrt BmrU F dm Tonal on 4 P Pan 
Keamerto MkWgan, 1HL. 

DFTBOTT— Acquired D DnuM MitoiMv 
Inm Amriielm In exchange hr D Jamie 
Pushor and Dehor# 1998 ahwound draft 
plck.SantLW DanytLaPtarieta Adirondack, 
AHL 

14* ARSOIjOS— Asrigned D Jan Vbpatto 
UtolL IHLandC Jason MotgantBSpringSokL 

PMocitDt-JlecaSed RW JKOtpi Lfiffiieui 
fiwn Long Beach oftHL ‘ 

TAMta e«r-SentD Paid Ktdftia and RW* 

CtnySpriogto AdlrendadE, AHL Recatted D> 
Mike McBah from Adtandadk ■ 

TDRariie^ent D Dana Maim to 5U 
Johirt, AHL t 

vwremivoulTroded LW G&» Od^di 

N.Y.islandM for D MOOD SfmdMdL Sent C 

Bmdon Convery fo Syrecte AHL 
SHBMMBT OH ROttfc d D StHMOt 
gvme from Portfona AHL 


AU OO M &danded contract of Oilt HR a’ 

more boskofoaN coach for three yeos ontf 

2003, ■ 
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SPORTS 


Bulls Take 
6th Straight 
In Victory 
Over Celtics 


r J The Associated Pros 

' Scottte Pippen scored 27 points, in- 
ciuding 14 on dunks, as the Chicago 
Bulls beat the Boston Celtics to keep 
their narrow grip on first place ia the 
overall standings. 

. The Bolls victory, by 111-88 in 
Chicago, was their sixth st raight Pip- 
pen, Michael Jordan and Phil Jackson, 
the coach, might all leave the team after 

this season. 

“We know that it’s 14, 13, 12, II,” 
Jackson said. “We're just counting 
them down until toe end of the season. 
Just a handful of games left before we 

finish up as a team. We've done some- 
thing hoe that’s remarkable, but it can't 
go on forever. We know that. Sometime, 
x the plug’s got to be palled on it, and this 
!■' is the appropriate time. It’s time to go." 

The Bulls lead the Seattle SuperSon- 
ics by half a game in the overall stand- 
ings and the Utah Jazz by one game 
Chicago appears to have toe easiest re- 
maining schedule of the three top teams. 
Utah and Seattle still must play each 1 
other once more. 

Pippen had II rebounds and six as- 
sists in one of his best all-around games 
of the season. Since his return after 
missing 35 games with a foot injury, the 
Bulls have gone 28-6. 

Jordan scored 24 points, Dennis Rod- 
man had 14 rebounds to go with a sea- 
son-high 12 points and Toni Kukoc had 
17 points and 10 assists for the Bulls. 

SiqMrSoote* 109, Kings 83 In Seattle, 
Gary Payton scored 24 points and (Jer- 
sey Hawkins broke a two-game sco- 
reless drought with 16 points as Seattle 
ended a two-game losing streak with a 
victory over Sacramento. 

Though the game was already de- 
cided, in thefourth quarter, coach George 
Karl left Hawkins in as his shooting 
guard tried to regain his touch. 

Averaging a career-low 103 points, 
Hawkins missed 15 straight shots before 
scoring on a lay-up in the first quarter. 

Lahaa* 107, Mugg e ta w In Denver, 
Eddie Jones had 27 points, five rebounds 
ind three blocked shots as Los Angeles 
tompleted its second straight four-game 
-sison sweep of the Nuggets. 

Shaquille O’Neal added 24 points 

1 Kobe Bryant had 23 for the Lakers, 



Michael Jords 


who sent the Nuggets to a franchise 
record-tying 62d loss. 

91, TWbii Urol—* 87 


Hubert Davis scored 10 of his 16 points 
during a 20-2 fourth-quarter run as Dal- 
las rallied to win at Minnesota. 

Michael Finley scored 27 points and 
Shawn Bradley added 16 points. 12 
rebounds and 4 blocks for toe Mav- 
ericks. TheTimberwolves have lost five 
of their last seven. 

Pistons 94, Toon 79 Allen Iverson 
was held to a career-low four points as 
Detroit, behind 20 points from Joe Du- 
mars, won at Philadelphia. Iverson shot 
just 2-for-l4 for toe Sixers. 

Grizzfiu 106, Cfippars 95 In Van- 
couver, Bryant Reeves scored 35 points 
as toe Grizzlies set a franchise record 
with their 16th victory. The Grizzlies 
won 15 games in 1995-96, their in- 
augural season, and 14 in 1996-97. 

■ NBA Voids Pact With Players 

The owners of toe National Basketball 
Association voted overwhelmingly to 
void the final three years of the collective 
bargaining agreement with the players’ 
union. The New York limes reported. 

The vote of 27 to 2 at the league's 


\icago Sees Silver Lining in Tie With Detroit 


The Associated Press 

ITROIT — Craig Hartsburg, the Chicago Black- 
s’ coach, tried to, put a positive spin on blowing a 
■goal lead against the Detroit Red Wings. 

Ve can look at it two ways," Hartsbuig said Monday 

NHIKobh»b> 

if ter Steve Yzennan scored two of Detroit’s three 
jeriod goals and assisted on toe other, rallying the 
Zings to a 5-5 tie “The negative is we didn’t hold the 
nd let them back into toe hockey game. We didn’t 
nit toe positive is we came in here and got a point.” 
trman’s heroics cost Chicago a chance to match a 
-best five-game winning streak. His four-point night 
o had two assists) moved Yzennan within one point 


of becoming the 13th National Hockey League player with 
1,400 points. 

Detroit trailed by 5-3 when Yzennan scored toe Red 
Wings’ third power-play goal of the game with 4:48 re- 
maining. Yzennan tied it with 51 seconds to go. Ethan 
Moreau scored two for Chicago, helping it take a 4-1 lead. 

Huiii wB wis, Pnh— »a In Miami, Keith Primeau scored 
twice as Carolina extended Florida’s losing streak to 13 
games. 

The Hurricanes, who had lost four of their previous five 
games, moved into a ninth-place tie with the New York 
Rangers in the Easton Conference. Both teams trail Ottawa 
by five points in the race for the conference’s final playoff 
spot Florida, which also has a 15-game winless streak, 
moved within four losses of toe NHL record of 17 straight, 
set by toe Washington Capitals in 1974-75. 



Stanford Proves It’s Physical and Quick Enough for Final Four 


SnOpdo/Rnkn 

i getting a shot off over the Celtics center Travis Knig ht. 


By Timothy W. Smith 

New York Times Service 

Stanford was not supposed to be 
physical enough for a tongh inside battle 
with Purdue m toe Midwest Regional 
semifinal. But in the end, the Boiler- 
makers were the ones picking them- 
selves up off the floor. 

And toe Cardinal guards were not* 
supposed to be quidccnough to Handle 
Rhode Island's backcourt of Cuttino 
Mobley and Tyson Wheeler. 

But it was Cardinal guard Arthur Lee. 
who took over Sunday’s game in toe 
final two minutes, and it was Wheeler 
who unraveled at toe free-tfarow line 
with an opportunity to tietoe score in toe 
last five seconds. 

Now Stanford, the “other" team 
from toe Pacific-10 Conference, is in the 
Final Four with as opportunity to win 
toe National Collegiate Athletic Asso- 
ciation men’s basketball championship. • 

In the first game Saturday night at toe 
Alamodome in San Antonio, Texas, the 
Cardinal (30-4) will play Kentucky (33- . 
4), which rallied from a 17-point deficit ' 
to defeat Duke' and win the South Re- 
gional on Sunday. 

Utah (29-3), which knocked, off Ari- 
zona — toe Pacific- 10 champion and 
the defending national champion — to 
win toe West Regional, will play North 
Carolina £34-3), the East. Regional 
"champion, in the second game. 


‘Til have toe oppo rt un ity to speak a 
little Spanish down there" in San Ant- , 
onio, said Stanford forward Mark Mad- 
sen, who did Mormon missionary work 
in Spain for two years. “I love hfcrican 
food — floor tortillas, cheese and chick- 
en quesadillas. .rice casseroles. I’m just 
very excited about going. v 

But this is not on opportunity to play - 
galloping gourmet Tins is a chance to 
malrearuuforanatkmalqhaziqticKaship, 
something Stanford has not wen since 
1942. 

Mike Montgomery said that when he 
was hired as toe Cardinal’s coach 10 
years ago, toe prevailing attitude among 

Students, fans and some ralmwri B lTHt n i m 

was that toe basketball ' team could not 
succeed at a high level. He never ac- 
cepted that, and Be has taken Stanfoidto 
toe NCAA tournament six times in 10 
seasons. 

"When I was being recruited; I re- 
member Coach Montgomery talking 
about it,” Madsen said. “He said the 
goal of our program was to get to the 
Final Four and have a chance at a na- 
tional championship. Now, it’s a real- 
ity.’’ 

All four coaches will be making their 
first appearances as head coaches in the 
Final Foot, and North Carolina’s Bill 
Gutoridge and Kentucky's Tubby 
Smith are in their first season with their 
teams. Rick Majerus, who to 6k Utah to 
toe final eight last year, was an assistaxit 


on the staff of A! Maguire' when 
Magmre guide d Marquette to a national 
championship in 1977. 

■ - Kentucky and North Carolina are ra- 
ixdliar names m the Final Four. 

The Wildcats are here for the fond 
year in a row. Last year, coached by 
jRick Pitino, they lost to Arizona in toe 
championship game; they won the title 
the year before. 

Gutoridge was the longtime assistant 
to Dean S mith, who retired before this 
season after 11 Final Foot appeara nces. 
Smith left Gutoridge a team loaded with 
talent, and Gutoridge became the first 
head coach to win 30 or more games in 
his first season. 

The Tar Heels, who have been to ate 
F inal Four three of the last four years, 
are toe favorites. 

“We know only one team is going to 

leave San Antonio not disappointed,” 
Gutoridge said. “We hope it’s us. 
We’re working hard to make sure it’s 
North Carolina-" 

Antawn Jamison, toe Tar Heels’ star 
forward, said the team was going to San 
Antonio with a different altitude than it 
had last year, when it Lost to Arizona in 
the -s emifinals. 

“After we made the Final Four last 
year, we were happy to be there,” be 
said- 

“We kind of got caught up in iL This 
year, eveay one on this team 1 
win it.’’ 


we can 


board of governors meeting in Dallas on 
Monday paved toe way for negotiations 
that will probably alter toe off-season 
and beyond. 

The owners exercised a clause in the 
agreement that allowed them to reopen 
the pact if it was not working to their 
satisfaction. Neither Commissioner 
David Stern nor Billy Hunter, the play- 
ers’ association executive director, 
would discuss the possibility of toe first 
work stoppage in toe league's history. 

The deal will expire June 30. Both 
sides have from -April 1 until then to 
work out a new contract Several team 
officials have suggested that if one is not 
readied, the league would most likely 
lock out toe players daring the summer 
and prohibit teams from signing free 
agents or making trades. 

“There are obvious remedies avail- 
able to all sides in a labor situation when 
parties do not agree, but we'll leave it to 
others to speculate on a worst-case sce- 
. oario,” Stem said Monday. 

Hunter said in a statement, “It is 
unfortunate toe owners have chosen to 
forfeit three years of guaranteed labor 
peace at a time when toe industry is so 
obviously healthy. 


1998 NCAA Men’s Basketball Final Four 
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Friday 
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Friday 
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Thursday 
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Thursday 
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Thursday 
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Tennessee Gets Fright but Wins, 76-70 


The Associated Press 

After 60 games and a slew of upsets, 
the race for toe NCAA women’s bas- 
ketball championship has come down to 
Tennessee and three surprises. And 
speaking of surprises, there was almost 
afoartfa. 

Tennessee. practicaUy preordained as 

Wo — im # 8 NC A A 

the national champion from the start, 
kept alive its hopes of a record third 
straight title, but only after surviving its 
scariest game of the season. 

The Lady VoLs needed all toe havoc 
their press could mnster and clutch play 
from Chantique Holdsclaw to turn bade 
North Carolina, 76-70, Monday night in 
toe Mideast Regional final in Nashville. 

Thanks to a pulsating comebackfrom 
a 12-point deficit, Tennessee (37-0) will 
play its Southeastern Conference rival 
Arkansas (22-10) in the national semi- 


finals in Kansas City on Friday night 
“This is the hardest of the six. games 
to play,” said the Tennessee coach, Pat 
SnmmitL “Everybody dreams of being 
in the Final Four, but you have to win 
toe regional first” 

Arkansas, atNo. 9 toe lowest seed ever 
to reach the final Four, beat Duke, 77-72, 
in toe West final in Oakland to earn its. 
first trip to the sport’s showcase event 
Butapairingwift Tennessee is not much 
of a reward. The Lady Vols beat Arkan- 
sas, 88-58. during the regular season. 

Tennessee will be in toe Final Four for 
the 1 1 to time and has wen five national 
titles, all under SumnritL Louisiana 
Tech, which has won two national 
championships, beat Pqrdne, 72-65, in 
toe Midwest final in Lubbock, Texas, to 
reach the- Final Four for toe ninth time. 

“There’s nothing Hke going to the 
Final Four,” said Leon Bannore, the 
Tech coach. “It never gets old." 

It almost neVer happened lor Ten- 


nessee, which trailed, 61-49, with less 
than seven aadabatf rahxnte&lefh Button 
Lady Vols’ smothering press triggered a 
15-1 run that pulled them mto the lead. 

Holdsclaw finished with 29 points 
and Semeka Randall scored 20 for the 
Lady Vols, who trailed in the second 
hair fin: the first tone since Dec. 12. 

Louisiana Tech (30-3) will meet first- 
timer North Carolina State (25-6) in its 
semifinal. North Carolina State, the No. 
4 seed, won the East, 60-52 over second- 
seeded Connecticut in Dayton, Ohio. 

Connecticut lost for toe first time in 
toe eight games it has played without 
All-America Nykesha Safes, sidelined 
by a ruptured Achilles tendon. Amy 
Duran and Paige Sauer led the Huskies 
with 1 1 points each.. 

"Despite all our wins, this year has 
been an incredible struggle for me,” 
UConn coach Geoo Auriemma said. 
“The fact that we’ve even been able to 
get here is a miracle.” 
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The War of Laughs 


By Russell Baker 


N EW YORK — What a 
circus! What a farce! 

See Vernon Jordan quote St 
Paul on the courthouse steps! 

Watch “60 Minutes" tell 
the tale of a woman groped in 
the Oval Office! 

Feast your eyes on the 
transformation wrought by 
the hairdresser’s art on Paula 
Jones and Linda Tripp! 

Witness Lawyer Gins- 
burg’s rise from the obscurity 
of malpractice courtrooms to 
media stardom! 

And don't miss Matt 
Drudge, folks! The man who 
tells all on the Internet! Ab- 
solutely all! See him look 
square-jawed and upright as 
he meets ferocious interrog- 
ator Tim Russert! 

See Michael Isikoff get 
scooped while clownish old- 
fashioned Newsweek editors 
dawdle over ethics! 

Watch media stars meet 
Monica Lewinsky at parties 
and restaurants! 

Hear tales of "the big 
creep." the semen-stained 
garment and fantastic book 
contracts! 

Watch Kenneth Starr, the 
Sultan of the Subpoena, sweat 
Monica's mom in the grand- 
jury horbox! 

See daring leakers defy 
court orders by crushing me- 
dia aces under tons of leaked 
documents. 

Don’t miss the entire Su- 
preme Court explaining unan- 
imously why a lady’s case 
must be heard without delay, 
and presidency be damned! 

I cite but a handful of rea- 
sons for doubting people who 
say they are sick and tired of 
Monicagate. Farce of this 
quality doesn't come along 
every week. 

Most people who profess 
Monica fatigue mean they 
have made up their minds and 


wish the spinmeisters would 
leave them alone. This is not 
the same as saying they are 
not delighted by the spectacle 
of all Washington coming un- 
hinged in a grand old-fash- 
ioned burlesque show. 

It is natural that “the great 
issues" — budgets, pork 
bills, social welfare — should 
leave millions numb. Mil- 
lions assume such matters 
will be settled by and for the 
benefit of big-money people. 

The Monica circus, on the 
other hand, gives outsiders a 
chance to enjoy a pleasurable 
sneer at the essential chees- 
iness of big shots afloat on 
oceans of money. 

The polls depict a public 
that thinks the president mis- 
behaves with women and lies 
about it, but doesn’t think this 
disqualifies him for the of- 
fice. From this you might ex- 
pect that politicians will drop 
the “family- issues" bunk 
from their campaign oratory, 
but don't bet on it. Political 
campaigners know that hy- 
pocrisy, if flagrant enough, 
can be catnip to the voters. 


□ 


One of the joys of the Mon- 
ica show is that there is 
nobody to root for, with the 
exception of Beny Currie, the 
president's secretary, who 
seems to have had the 
wretched luck to be the sec- 
retary to a president who needs 
a secretary to take a fall. 

Among the shabbier per- 
formers are the White 
House's muscle guys, whose 
job it is to counteract rumor 
with rumor, guff with guff, 
din with din. character as- 
sassination with character as- 
sassination. James Carville 
promised “war" when Pros- 
ecutor Starr entered the Mon- 
ica phase of his perpetual 
Whitewater investigation. It 
has become a war of laughs. 

New York Tunes Senice 


‘Titanic’ Captures 11 Oscars 

Jack Nicholson and Helen Hunt Win Top Acting Awards 



By Bernard Weinraub 

New York Turns Service 


L OS ANGELES — “Titanic.” 

the James Cameron epic about 
a tragic love affair aboard the 
doomed ocean liner, glided tri- 
umphantly through the 70th annual 
Academy Awards, winning 11 ac- 
colades, including best picture and 
the best director Oscars for Camer- 
on. The film’s honors tied it with 
“Ben-Hur" for the most ever. 

The Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences presented its top 
acting awards to Jack Nicholson and 
Helen Hunt for “As Good as ft 
Gets," and its' supporting-acting 
Oscars to Kim Basinger for "LA. 
Confidential” and Robin Williams 
for "Good Will Hunting." It was 
Nicholson’s third Academy Award. 

The best foreign film was the 
Dutch movie “Character.” by 
Mike van Diem (Page 8). 


The Oscar for best documentary 
went to “The Long Way Home," a 
searing film about the hardships 
endured by liberated concentration 
camp inmates after World War n. 
At the same time, Curtis Hanson 
and Brian Helgoland won an Oscar 
for their adaptation of the James 
Ellroy novel “L.A. Confidential . ’ ’ 

The winners of the original 
screenplay award were Ben Af- 
fleck and'Man Damon for “Good 
Will Hunting." in which the two 
actors also starred. 

Hunt, the Emmy-Award win- 
ning star of NBC’s "Mad About 
You," received her best-actress 
Oscar for playing a world-weary 
waitress and single mother in 
James L. Brooks’s comedy “As 
Good as It Gets." The 34-year-old 
actress said emotionally, “I’m here 
for one reason — that’s Jim 
Brooks.” 

Basinger, whose role as a sultry 


prostitute in “L.A. Confidential’ 
marked a comeback for the 44- 
year-old actress, said excitedly 
after w inning the supporting-act- 
ress award, “If anybody has a 
dream out there. I’m living proof 
that it can happen." 

Williams, who had previously 
received three nominations for 1 an 
Oscar but never won, seemed over- 


&&• 
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Daily 


whelmed while accepting Ms sup- 
‘ ’ light 





porting-actor award. “This migl _ 
be the one time I’m speechless,’ 
said the 46-year-old actor, who 
portrayed a therapist in “Good 
Will Hunting." 

Although Academy officials 
said beforehand that it was doubt- 
ful that Billy Crystal, the host of the 
show, would mention the current 
sexual allegations by several wom- 
en against President Clinton, Crys- 
tal obviously thought otherwise. 

“A year ago the White House 
was complaining there was too 
much sex in Holly- 
wood," he said. “Times 
change." At another 
point Crystal brought 
down the house when he 
said: ‘.‘There’s a billion 
people watching the 
show touight. Linda 
Tripp is taping it.” Later 
Williams cracked a joke 
about “the Vernon 
Jordan employment 
agency. 

The 
minute 




Soul SMd&’Thr.WriWi'd 

“Titanic" director James Cameron with his Oscars. 
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The acting awards went to Basinger, Williams, Hunt and Nicholson. 
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3-hour-and-14- 
“Utanic’' has 
been No. I at the box 
office for 14 weeks and 
has grossed a record S 1 .2 
billion around the world, 
including S495 milli on 
in the United States. The 
film stareed Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Kate 
Winslet as fictional lov- 
ers aboard the vessel that 
sank io the Atlantic in 
1912, carrying more than 
1,500 people to their 
deaths. 

With 14 Oscar nom- 


inations, which tied the record set 
by the Joseph L. Mankiewicz clas- 
sic “All About Eve” (1950), 
“Titanic” was, from the outset, 
almost certain to dominate the 
Academy Awards. Cameron, 
who was pilloried in the press and 
across Hollywood last year for go- 
ing S 100 million over budget on his 
S200 million movie, is now per- 
haps Hollywood’s premier film- 
maker. 

Cameron said recently that in 
creating “Titanic,’' he felt audi- 
ences were eager to see a romantic 
and historic epic and were weary- 
ing of science-fiction films. 

1 ‘We went in with a harebrained 
theory — lei's do a romantic epic 
because no one ’s done one in a long 
time," the filmmaker said. “We 
thought there was a hunger for 


emotion, for character, -. for 
drama." 

The other winners: V 

Arr Direction; "Titanic'* 

Cinematography: ‘~nmnic" 

Sound: "Titanic" ... . 

' Sound Effects Editing: "Titanic" 

Original Musical or Comedy Scorn: "The 
Full Monty ." Anne Dudley 

Original Dramatic Score: “Titanic,*' James . 
Homer 

Original Song: .“My Heart Will Go On” 
from “Titanic.'' James Homer and Win Jen- 
nings 

Costume: “Titanic". 

Documentary i short subject): "A Story of 
Healing" 

Film Editing: "Titanic'' ; • 

Makeup: “Men in Black" 

Animated Short Film: "Geti's Came" 

Live Action Short Film: "Visas and Vir- 
tue" 

Visual Effects: ’Titanic'' 

Previously announced: 

Gordon E. Sawyer Award: DooJweik* 
Scientific and Technical Award: Gonnar P. 
Michelsqu - 

Honorary Award: Stanley Doncn 
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PEOPLE 


M AKING a rare public appear- 
ance. Prince William got a 
rock-star welcome in Vancouver. 
British Columbia, from about 200 
screaming fans. The 15-year-old 
prince, his father. Prince Charles, 
and his brother. Prince Harry, 13, 
planned several public events 
around Vancouver before heading 
off for a siding vacation. William, 
who has been compared in the local 
press to the movie star Leonardo 
DiCaprio, did his best to ignore 
teenage girls and the blinding light 
from an army of international pho- 


tographers. He flashed a smile at 
official greeters and ducked into a 
harborside hotel for a reception. 
“William snubbed us." said Shan- 
non Suggitt, IS, who nonetheless 
told Canadian Press, “I would 
marry him. He's beautiful." . . . 
Britons gave a lackluster welcome 
to tubs of margarine bearing the 
official logo of the Diana. Princess 
of Wales, memorial fund. The tubs 
of Flora margarine are selling for the 
same price as the ordinary ones but 
the package has the word ‘ ‘Thanks’ ’ 
instead of the brand name and in- 


cludes Diana’s looping signature in 
purple script. The margarine is the 
first consumer product the fund has 
endorsed. Trustees hope the cam- 
paign will raise £400.000 for Di- 
ana’s favorite causes. There were 
plenty of people who disapproved. 
“I think it is awful and tacky," said 
Mary Ashworth, a 50-year-old 
homemaker. “I am a big royal fan, 
and I don’t think this is the right way 
to remember Princess Diana. I cer- 
tainly won’t be buying it." 


“a recital based on new Chekhov 
short stories and favorite Chekhov 
women." 


cisco Opera, the Welsh National 
Opera and the Santa Fe Opera. 


□ 


O 


□ 


Gregory Hines and his wife, the 
Broadway producer Pamela Kos- 
low. have separated. Hines lives in 
Los Angeles, where he tapes "The 
Gregory Hines Show" for CBS, 
Koslow. who produced “Jelly’s 
Last Jam." lives in New York. “It’s 
not a divorce. This is just a sep- 
aration,’ ’ Hines’s publicist said. The 
couple, who were married in 1981, 


‘Mad About You’ Stars Sign for Another Season 


The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The NBC sitcom "Mad About You" will be 
back for its seventh season, now that the show 's stars, Helen Hunt and 
Paul Reiser, have renewed Iheir contracts. 

The network refused to divulge what Hunt and Reiser would earn 
per episode, but Media Week reported earlier this month it would cost 
5 1 million-plus for Reiser and about $ 1 million for Hunt, who won the 
Academy Award for best actress on Monday nighL 


.Among mother-daughter acts, the have a 1 4-year-old son. 
one coming up on May 2 and 3 in 
Northampton, Massachusetts, 


Now that he's been named co- 
anchor of ABC's “Good Morning 
America," Kevin Newman knows 
he’ll have to get out a little more. 
“I’ve been a newsman all my life," 
the 38-year old newscaster said. 
‘Tra going to have to read more, go 
to the movies more and take on the 
popular culture. I'm just going to 
have to grow." Newman will take 
over from Charles Gibson on May 
4 as co-anchor with Lisa McRee. 


is 

something special. The mother is 
Rachel Redgrave; the daughter is 
Vanessa Redgrave, and the two 
members of the distinguished Brit- 
ish acting family will appear at the 
Fifth Annual Massachusetts Inter- 
national Festival of the Arts in the 
world premiere of "Sarah Bernhardt 
Comes to Town.' ’ This theater piece 
is described by Vanessa Redgrave as 


□ 


Patricia Racette has received 
the 19th- annual Richard Tucker 
Award, conferred annually on an 
American opera singer on the verge 
of a major international career. The 
award carries a cash prize of 
$30,000. Racette. 32, a soprano. 
Has appeared at the Metropolitan 
Opera, the Paris Opera, Covent 
Garden in London, the San Fran- 


□ 

Sister Helen Prejean, whose 
anti-death-penalty book inspired the 
movie "Dead Man Walking,” 
brought her crusade to the UN Hu- 
man Rights Commission. “I espe- 
cially appeal to my own country, the 
United States of America, to dis- 
mantle the machinery of death, 
which each year executes more and 
more people," she said. 
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Prince William, a teen heartthrob in Vancouver. 
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To reach the other side of the world the easy way, use AT&T DIRECT®!' SERVICE 
Simply dial the access number for the country you’re in and you'll be 




connected to English-speaking operators and get AT&T’s quick, clear conneajons_^f' ^ en Rwanda *" ' Car ' S 


Plus, you can use your AT&T Calling Card or any of these major credit cards. 
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Now. what could be easier than chat? 
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Steps to follow for easy calling worldwide: 

I .Just ddtheAT&TAcsess Number for dw country jou are calling Iran 2. Dot the phone number you're caJBng.3. Did your card number. 


ATftT ACCESS NUMBERS 


Austria *0 022-903-01 1 

Belgium* 0400-100-10 

Czech Republic* 00-42-000-101 

Egypt* (Cairo)’ 510-0200 

France 0-800-99-0011 

Germany 0130-0010 


Saudi Arabia 4..... 
Spain 
Sweden 


Greece* 00-800-131 1 

Ireland Cl 1-800-550-000 

Israel 1 77 - J 06-2727 

Italy* 172-101 1 

Netherlands* 0800-022-91 1 1 

Russia **(Moscow}» 755-5042 

For access numbers not listed above ask any operator far AT&T Direct*" Service, or visit our Wfeb Site an 

http:/) www_art.com/ traveler 
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Switzerland* ..080M9-00 II HQq n£ 

United Kingdom A 0500-89-MI 


United Kingdom a OMO-89-OO 1 1 
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